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PRAYER FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF ANY FRAGRANT 
o ooo 










O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who 
art everywhere present and fillest all things; Treasury of 
blessings and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse 
us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 


THE ORDER FOR BLESSING KOLIVA (THIS IS KUTIYA, OR BOILED WHEAT, 
MIXED WITH HONEY AND DECORATED WITH VARIOUS SWEET FRUITS, 
AND BROUGHT TO THE CHURCH IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF FEASTS OF 


PRIOR Or SAINTS OF GOD) -o ee ooon ce ke cece ce, 356 








66. THE ORDER FOR PERFORMING A CROSS-PROCESSION, (CALLED A 
LITYA) WHEN IT BE THE PATRONAL FEAST OF THE CHURCH, OR 
WHEN THERE BE A FESTIVAL AT THE FOUNDING OF A CITY, TOWN 






Holy God. Holy Mighty. Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us. 
(thrice) 










A e a 358 a 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
APPENDIX: Dismissals now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

EEE 5515) o a a, 370 O Most-holy Trinity: Have mercy on us. Lord: Cleanse us 
from our sins. Master: Pardon our transgressions. Holy One: 

EAS 372 Visit and heal our infirmities, for Thy Name”s sake. 

O a a. 374 Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 

A A 376 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 






Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
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And if a Psalm (or Psalms) shall follow, the Reader continues: 


Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Come, let us worship God our King. 


Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King 
and our God. 


Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, 
our King and our God. 


And then the appointed Psalm(s). 
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1. 


THE ORDER FOR THE FOUNDING OF A CHURCH 
AND THE ERECTING OF A CROSS 


e === EEE EEE 


This Order is taken from the “Little” Book of Needs and is fuller than that 
found in the Great Book of Needs. 


a 


Let it be known that no one may found a church, whether constructed of 
stone or of wood, except the Bishop himself, or an Archpriest, or one of the Priests, 
whom it shall please him to send with his special blessing, for this purpose. But if 
anyone shall dare, without the blessing of the Bishop, to begin the construction of 
the church, let him be subject to expulsion, for he has despised the authority of the 
Bishop. 
For this founding, let the following be done: If the church shall be 
constructed of stone, trenches are dug at the place where the cornerstone is to be 
laid, and stones and mortar shall be prepared; and on one square stone there shall 
be depicted or carved a cross; and under the cross (if the Bishop, or his represen- 
tative, so desires), there shall be prepared a place for the inserting of Holy Relics, 
with an inscription placed thus: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, this church is founded in honor and memory of [the name of 
the Feast or Saint of the church is mentioned], in the Episcopacy of His Eminence 
[the name of the Bishop and his city], and the placing here of the relics of Saint 
[his/her name], in the year [date] from the foundation of the world, and from the 
Birth in the flesh of God the Word [with the year, month, and day]. 

Let it be known that the founding of a church may be without relics of a 
Saint and the aforementioned inscription, but not without the square stone. In 
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are made, with the 


e church shall be of wood, no excavations 
- exception of one under the wall of t 1e Altar, at the eastern end, in which to set the 
square stone, and another for the planting of the cross where the Altar (1.e., the 
J| E oly Table) is to be. The beams, or planks on which the church is to stand are also 
| prepared. 
e All these preparations having been made, the Bishop, or his representative, 
vested in all his hierarchical vestments [if a Priest, in his priestly vestments] in the 
church nearest to the place where the Founding will be, comes forth with all the 
clergy, preceded by a Deacon with the censer, and a Priest with the Cross, two by 
two (i.e., a Cross-Procession); and the clergy sing the Litya Stikhera “of the 
temple”, that is, of the future church. 

Upon arrival at the place where will be the Founding, they lay upon a table 
prepared beforehand the book of the Holy Gospels and the Cross. And he that 
presides, having taken up the censer, and having censed this table three times in 
crosswise form, the Deacon exclaims: 


j Fi f th 
j p Y 








Bless, Master. 


And he that presides begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


And the Choir Sings: 


O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art 
everywhere present and fillest all things, Treasury of blessings and 
Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 
impurity; and save our souls, O Good One. 





Until the singing is finished, he that 
ngir presides stands before the book of th 
eae Gospels, censing it. Then he censes all the trenches, ene the Stee 
e, beginning with the main wall of the Altar, and proceeding against the sun, until 


he comes back to the pl 
place whence he began. 
and again the book of the Holy ae Then he censes the clergy and people, 





Founding will 
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A Trinity.. Lord : | | (thrice). ory...Our Father 
ship...(thrice). ce 


Psalm 142(3) 


O Lord, hear my prayer, give ear unto my supplication in Thy truth; 
hearken unto me in Thy righteousness, and enter not into judgment with Thy 
servant, for, in Thy sight, no man living shall be justified. For the enemy has 
persecuted my soul; he has humbled my life down to the ground; he has 
made me to sit down in darkness like those long dead. My spirit, then, is 
overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is troubled. I remembered the 
days of old, I meditated on all Thy works, I mused on that which Thy hands 
have fashioned. I stretched forth my hands unto Thee; my soul thirsted after 
Thee like a waterless land. Hear me speedily, O Lord; my spirit has failed. 
Turn not Thy face from me, lest I be like them that go down into the pit. 
Make me to hear Thy mercy in the morning, for in Thee have I hoped; show 
me the way, O Lord, wherein I should walk, for unto Thee have I lifted up 
my soul. Rescue me from mine enemies, O Lord, for unto Thee have I fled. 
Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God. Thy good Spirit shall lead 
me in the land of righteousness. For Thy name's sake, O Lord, Thou shalt 
give me life. In Thy righteousness; Thou shalt bring my soul out of 
tribulation, and in Thy mercy Thou shalt cut off mine enemies, and destroy 
all them that afflict my soul, for I am Thy servant. 


Glory...now and ever...Alleluia...(thrice). 
And the Deacon says the Great Litany: 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (afier each petition) 
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— of His Name, and that it be continued speedi | 
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy hindrance, to its conclusion, by the power, operation and 
PE i churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. a 
e e MA 
m 





y y N 4 ¡Ta 
VAN 












For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, 
reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 


For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop] 
(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in Christ, 
for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 


For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 
for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


For this city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation,] for 


every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 


For travelers by land, b 
suffering: 
Lord. 


1d, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the 
for captives and their Salvation, let us pray to the 


That He will look merci 
foundation on it of ach 
Name, and will bless it wi 
to the Lord. 


fully on this place chosen for the 
urch to the glory of His most-holy 
th His heavenly blessing, let us pray 


_ He will bless this good intention and work of His 
rvants the people of this Parish, let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will grant assistance in all things to the workers 
laboring thereon, diréct the work of their hands, and bring it 
to a speedy conclusion, by the power, operation and grace of 
the Most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will prosper, with all abundance, this good labor of 
His servants, by the power, operation and grace of the Most- 
holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will appoint to this work and its workers His 
Guardian Angel, who shall invisibly repel all adverse assaults 
of enemies, both seen and unseen, and that in everything He 
will grant assistance and wisdom for its construction, and 
strength for its completion, by the power, operation, and 
grace of the Most-holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


To Thee, O Lord. 
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to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of If the Church will be of the Lord, we sing first the Troparion of the Church; || 
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{| Choir: 


Amen (twice); Glory...now and ever..., Troparion of the Church. If the Church will be of |i 


Then God is the Lord... (TONE 2—or in the Tone of the Troparion, if the 
Church will be of the Lord): 


Deacon: 


Choir: 


Deacon: 


God is the Lord and hath revealed Himself to us! Blessed is 
he that comes in the name of the Lord. (Ps. 1 17:27) 


O give praise to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy 
endures forever. (Ps. 117:1) 


(Afier each) God is the Lord and hath revealed Himself to us! 
Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord. 


Surrounding me, they compassed me about, but in the name 
of the Lord, I stood against them. (Ps. 117:11) 


I shall not die, but live; and I shall declare the works of the 
Lord. (Ps. 117:17) 


The stone which the builders rejected, this has become the 
head of the corner; this is the Lord's doing, and it is wonder- 
ful in our eyes. (Ps. 117:22-23) 


Troparion of the Fi ounding, TONE 2: 


O God, the Fashioner and Creator i i 
Sod, i of all things, speedily 

= aright with Thy blessing the work of our hands which 

we have begun unto Thy glory. And through Thy might 


a Saint, we sing first the Troparion of the Founding; Glory...Troparion of the 
Church; Now and ever...Theotokion (in the Tone of the “Glory”). 





No indication is given of the particular Theotokion to be sung; the 
Theotokion, “O Protection of Christians...,” usually sung as the “Now and Ever” after 
the Little Entrance at Divine Liturgy, would be appropriate here. 





Immediately after the Troparia are sung, Psalm 50 is read: 
Psalm 50(51) 


Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy great mercy; and 
according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgression. 
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
know mine iniquity, and my sin is before me continually. Against Thee only 
have I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight; that Thou mightest be justified 
in Thy words and victorious when Thou art judged. For behold, I was con- 
ceived in iniquities, and in sins did my mother bear me. 

For behold, Thou hast loved truth; the hidden and secret things of 
Thy wisdom hast Thou revealed unto me. Thou shalt sprinkle me with 
hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be made 
whiter than snow. Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness, my humbled 
bones shall rejoice. Turn Thy face away from my sins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right pue 
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy pe » 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and with Thy governing 5p! 
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fice. I would have given it; with whole burnt-offerings Thou shalt not be 
pleased. A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a broken and humbled heart 
| God will not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Thy good pleasure unto Sion, and 
let the walls of Jerusalem be built. Then shalt Thou be pleased with a sacri- 
fice of righteousness, with oblation and whole burnt-offerings. Then shall 


they offer young bulls upon Thine altar. 
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While the Psalm is being read, two vessels are placed on the table, one 
containing pure water and the other containing oil. At the conclusion of the Psalm, 
the following Troparion is sung three times, in TONE 6: 


Send down Thy grace from Heaven, O Giver of Life, and sanctify 
this water, and show it to be a purification of all uncleanness. 







Then the Deacon says: 


Let us pray to the Lord. 






















Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
And he that presides reads over the water this Prayer: 


O God greatly-exalted, Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ Who alone 
workest wonders that cannot be numbered; Whose voice is an the many 
waters, and beholding Whom the waters are afraid, the deeps are troubled 
e3 great is the roar of the water; Whose way is in the sea, Whose path is a 
s: : rest a and Whose footsteps are not known: Who, through the 
ah po is a Only-begotten Son Incarnate, through the Descent upon 
Thee, the Father, md el ln ae on pele 

, ; reams of Jordan: i 
servants now humbly pray unto Thee and da oad eg 
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ess, purify and sanctify it, and grant it the grace ; 
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demons and all their assaults and snares. And 1 est it, t y he Has E” 
operation and grace of the Most-holy Spirit, to all Thy servants w ow 
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faith shall drink of it, receive it, and be sprinkled with it, to be for the 
remission of sins, the release from passions, the expelling of every evil thing, 
the increase of virtues, the healing of infirmities, the sanctification and | 
blessing of homes and every place, the driving away of all evil-acting spirits, 
and the acquisition of Thy grace. For Thou art He that blesseth and 
sanctifieth all things, O our God, and unto thee do we send up glory, 
together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good and 
Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 





Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 








Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
And he that presides reads this Prayer, secretly: 


Incline Thine ear and hearken unto me, O Lord Who didst sanctify 
the waters of Jordan through the manifestation of Thy Christ, and bless all 
ofus who, through the bending of our necks, signify our guilt before Thee, 
and count us worthy to fulfil Thy sanctification by the reception of this 
water, and that it may be unto us for health to our souls and bodies. 


And he exclaims: 
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s is to be planted, saying: — 
Be well-pleased, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, by the awesome 
| Emblem and power of Thy Cross to guard this place to the glory of Thee y | 
our crucified God, and of Thy Father Who is without beginning, and of Thy || 
Most-holy Spirit: And may the all-pernicious angel and every adverse power || 
depart from it. For Thine is the majesty, and Thine is the Kingdom and the 
power, of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, now and ever and unto the 
ages of ages. Amen. 
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And he that presides, taking up the Cross, plunges it into the water in 
cross-wise form, singing the Troparion, TONE 1: 






O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant 
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries. And by 
virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. (thrice) And the Priests, taking up the Cross, plant it in the place prepared for it, 
singing together with him that presides, this Troparion, TONE 2: 

Then he blesses the oil with his right hand three times, saying: 
The Cross, having been planted on earth, has cast down and utterly 
destroyed the assault of enemies, and man, who before was cast out, 
enters again into Paradise. Glory to Thee our Only God, for thus 


having been well-pleased. 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. | 







Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Then they sing the Kontakion for the Foundation, TONE 6: 







Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 
O Thou who art speedy in defense and strong to help: Stand before 
us now through the grace of Thy might, and having blessed, 
strengthen and bring to a good end the works of Thy servants. For 
whatsoever Thou dost will, Thou art able to do, as Thou art God 
Almighty. 


Then, he that presides reads this Prayer: 


O Lord God of our Fathers, to Whom was pleasing and acceptable 
the outpouring of oil which Jacob poured on the rock and set upon a pillar 
calling it the “House of God”: Do Thou look down now, we beseech Thee, 
mercifully on this oil, and by Thy heavenly blessing, bless and sanctify it, and 


grant it power, by the grace of Thy Most-holy Spirit, that everything that 


may be anointed with it to Thy glory may be sanctified and blessed, well- 


on and acceptable unto Thee: Through the compassions of Thine Only- 
pa Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy 
ood and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. | 













Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, unfailing 
Mediation before the Creator: Despise not the entreating voices of 
us sinners. But, anticipate us, O Good One, who call out unto thee 
in faith: Hasten to intercession and be quick in supplication, O 


Choir: Amen. 
Theotokos, for thou dost always protect those who honor thee. 
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| a = Andhe that presides reads this Prayer before the Cross which has been 
- planted, looking toward the east: 





= 
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O Lord God Almighty, Who didst prefigure by the staff of Moses the 
precious and life-giving Cross of Thy Beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Do Thou Thyself bless and sanctify this place, by the power and action of the 
precious and Life-giving Tree of the Cross (which Thou didst furnish by the 
sprinkling of the precious Blood of Thy Son), unto the expulsion of demons 
and every adversary, preserving this place, and them that shall serve Thee on 
it, unharmed by every evil thing: Through the prayers of our Most-glorious 
Sovereign Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary [and the Saint who is 
to be the Patron of the church]. For blessed and glorified be Thy Kingdom: of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the 

ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


He that presides then goes to the trench where the Foundation is appointed 


to be, and the square stone which has been prepared beforehand is placed before 
him on a table. And the clergy sings Psalm 83: 


Psalm 83(4) 


> How beloved are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs and 
aints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh have rejoiced in the 


living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the swallow a 


nest for herself where she may lay h 
y her young—e 
hosts, my King and my God. A ala O Lord of 


Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house: unto 
e of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man ei help is from 
ee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 


which he has appointed, for the Lawo; 
i giver shall grant a blessing. They shall 
go from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. a Lord 
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better is one day in Thy courts than thousands el a 






Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. Fo 
rather to be an outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tent 
sinners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory; 
no good things will the Lord withhold from them that walk without guile. O | 


Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that hopes in Thee. 
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Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia.... (thrice) 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 

He that presides reads this Prayer over the stone: 


O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, True God, Radiance and 
Image of the Father without beginning, and Eternal Life; Who art the 
Cornerstone hewn from the Most-holy Virgin Mount without the hands of 
the seed of man, and immovable Foundation of Thy Church; Who, by the 
shedding of Thy precious Blood, hast founded the Church, hast raised it up 
by Thy death, hast perfected it by Thy Resurrection, hast blessed it by Thine 
Ascension, and hast sanctified and enlarged it by the Descent of Thy Holy 
Spirit: Unto Thee do we now humbly pray: Do Thou send down the grace 
of Thy Holy Spirit, and bless the laying of this stone, and all the foundation 
Of the building which is now begun to the glory of Thy most-holy Name [and 
ifit be a Feast of the Lord, he says: in honor and memory of Thy holy Nativity, 
or whatever it may be; or: of the Dormition of Thy Most-pure Mother, or of 
whatsoever other Feast of the Theotokos or Saint it may be, mentioning it by name]. 
And do Thou, Who art the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the end, 
Who from eternity hast created all things, be the beginning, the increase, and 
the completion of this work; bless the workers and the faithful people, and 
hasten the work of their hands, and by Thy divine Providence abundantly 
multiply all things necessary for the building and completion of this temple; 
that the temple may be perfect and filled with glory, and that in it Thy great 












Amen. 
| ists yi PERS ; 
i a And he that presides, taking the Holy Water, sprinkles the stone with it, 


Á saying: 


This stone is blessed by the sprinkling of this Holy Water, unto the 
unshakable foundation of the temple constructed in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


And immediately, if the relics of Saints are to be inserted, one of the Priests 
reads the inscription, and lays the relics in the place prepared for them, saying: 


Praise God in His saints; praise Him in the firmament of His power. 
The saints shall rejoice in glory; they shall be joyful on their beds. 


And when he has said this, he covers them. But if there be no relics, nothing 
of this is done. And he that presides, taking the stone in his hands, lays it in the 
mortar which is prepared in the trench, saying: 


This church is founded to the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, in honor and memory of [the name of the Feast of the Lord, or of 


the Theotokos, or of the Saint of the temple], in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


Then, taking the oil, he says: 





ded this church, is in the midst of it, 
elp it right early. 





“a God Most High, Who has foun 
a and it shall not be moved. God shall h 





And he pours oil on the stone, set in its place, saying: 
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Then, with all the clergy, he sings the following, TONE 6: 






AS 


Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took up the stone which he || 
had laid for his head, and he set it up for a pillar; and pouring oil | 
upon the top of it, he said: Surely, the Lord is in this place, and I |} 
knew it not. How dreadful is this place; this is none other but the |} 


house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 


Let it be known, that if the foundation be for a wooden church, when all the 
foregoing has been fulfilled, he that presides, taking an axe, strikes it twice into the 
central beam of the Altar, saying: 


This work is begun in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, to the honor and in memory of [name of the Feast or of the 
Saint]. Amen. 


Then he begins to sprinkle all the foundations round about, starting from 
the northern side against the sun, and saying: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


And the clergy read Psalm 96: 
Psalm 96(7) 


The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad. 
Clouds and darkness are round about Him; righteousness and judgment are 
the establishment of His throne. Fire shall go before Him, at 
€nemies round about. His lightnings have shone forth throughout the = > 
the earth saw it, and trembled. The mountains melted like wax at the 
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to shame that worship graven things, that boast in their idols 


a 











-oa nedi Sion heard, and was glad, and the In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the F oly Spirit 
pri irii Fah goid because of Thy judgments, O Lord. For Thou Amen. 
i E e Fon Most High over all the earth; Thou art exalted far above a the ihe clerey read Rat TN 
tiki | gods: You that love the Lord, hate evil. The Lord preserves the souls o s 
4 saints; from the hand of the sinner shall He deliver them. Light has dawne Psalm 126(7) 
| for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. Be glad in the Lord, O you 


righteous; give praise at the remembrance of His holiness. Except the Lord build the house, they that build it labor in vain, 
And th kmen shall immediately begin to work with speed, in the Name except the Lord keep the city, he that i ti ne P nis: oe 
t en sha ; . i E 5 
of the Lord. hid wher he that presides has passed over the first part of the for you to nse early re q A ca rete ad shuld ee 
foundation, on the northern side, he shall stand with his face to the north; and up after resting, when He gives sleep , 


when the Psalm is finished: heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like arrows in the 


hand of a mighty man, so are the sons of them that were outcasts. Blessed 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. is he that shall satisfy his desire with them; they shall not be put to shame 
when they shall speak to their enemies at the gate. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. poe | 
i And having come to the western side, he that presides stands with his face 
And he that presides reads this Prayer: 


to the west. After the Psalm is finished: 


O Lord our God, Who hast made the North and the Sea, and all 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
things; Whom heaven and earth are not able to contain; Who didst conde- 
scend to have for Thyself on earth a Temple for the perpetual praise of Thy Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 
most-holy Name: Humbly falling down before Thee, we entreat of Thy love 
for mankind: Do Thou bless the foundation of this temple, and its whole He that presides reads this Prayer: 
edifice; and establish it by Thy might, and make it unshakable and indestruc- 


tible, to the glory of Thee, the only God glorified in the Trinity, of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho 


ly Spirit, now and ever and unto the 
ages of ages. 








O Lord our God, Whose Name is praised from the e ES 3 
to its setting, and Who, by Thy divine Providence hast chosen t : r: Thy 
an abode for Thyself: Do Thou send now, we humbly pray i 


heavenly blessing upon it, and bless the beginning of this oe Pon 
Choir: Amen. strengthen and establish it, and bring it to a successful a on Thee do 
art He that workest all things for the profit of our sou 
| And after this Prayer, if the church is to be of wood, he takes the axe again 
and strikes with it the ce 


Spirit, now 
We send up glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Sp 
ntral beam, saying the same as at the first striking. Then, and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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gi e a the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


And the clergy read Psalm 121: 


Psalm 121(2) 


I was glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the house of the 
Lord. Our feet have stood in thy courts, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built as 
a city whose parts are joined together. For there the Tribes went up, the 
Tribes of the Lord, the Testimony of Israel, to give praise unto the Name of 
the Lord. For there are set thrones for judgment, thrones for the house of 
David. Ask now for the things which are for the peace of Jerusalem, and 
abundance for them that love thee. Let peace be in thy strength, and abun- 
dance in thy tower walls. For the sake of my brethren and my neighbors, I 


spoke peace concerning thee; for the sake of the House of the Lord our God, 
I have sought good things for thee. 


And having come to the southern side, he that presides stands with his face 
to the south. After the Psalm is finished: 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 


He that presides reads this Prayer: 







O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who di 
our salvation, and didst reveal Th 
Mount, and didst dwell among m 


dst come from the south for 
yself as holy from the overshadowed Virgin 
en: Do Thou look mercifully, we pray Thee, 
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the mapy p the work begun to Thy gl God of | 
mercy, and compassion, and lover for Matici and uo TES send | 
up glory, together with Thy Father Who is without ade ia 4 Thy 
Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of | 
ages. 
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Choir: Amen. 


After this Prayer, he does as before. And he goes and sprinkles the fourth 
part of the foundation, saying: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


And the clergy read Psalm 131: 
Psalm 131(2) 


Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he swore an 
oath unto the Lord, and vowed unto the God of Jacob: I shall not enter into 
the abode of my house, nor go up upon the couch of my bed; I shall not give 
sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my temples, until 
I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, 
we have heard of it in Eph'ratha; we have found it in the fields of the wood. 
Let us enter into His tabernacles, let us worship at the place where His feet 
have stood. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. 
Thy priests shall clothe themselves with righteousness, and Thy saints shall 
rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face of Thine 
anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce 
it: Of the fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons will keep My 
covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their sons also 
shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 
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| rejoice with ol d iess. There will I make to spring up a horn for David; 

T have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe with 

EN ame - but upon him shall My holiness flourish. 

And when he has come to the place where he began to sprinkle, he stops 

E i “and stands before the Cross planted in the earth, with his face toward the east. At 
the conclusion of the Psalm, he that presides begins, with all compunction, to sing, 
together with all the clergy: 


O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art 
everywhere present and fillest all things, Treasury of blessings and 
Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 
impurity; and save our souls, O Good One. 


At the conclusion of the singing: 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 


He that presides reads this Prayer: 















O Lord our God, Who hast condescended at this place, and upon the 
stone laid thereon and blessed in Thy name, to found for Thyself a church: 
Do Thou mercifully accept those who bring to Thee Thine own of Thine 
own, for the erection to Thy glory of the temple founded in honor and 
fi of [name of the Feast or Saint]. Bestow upon them the multitude of 
errand a earthly good things; grant bodily health and spiritual 
ig its ag t shall lend their help in the building and completion of 
evil nae Ea d pnetienitie laborers, preserving them unharmed from every 
be ip preserve these foundations indestructible and immovable, and 
as w temple speedily to completion, that unceasingly therein, with 

ng hymns and doxologies, and Bloodless Sacrifices, we may glorify 
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Choir: Amen. 


Peace be unto all. 


Priest: 


Choir: And to your spirit. 


And the Deacon, with all compunction, says: 
Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
And all kneel. And he that presides, himself kneeling, compunctively reads 
this Prayer: 


We praise Thee, O Lord God of Hosts, our Savior, that because of 
the great multitude of Thy goodness and love for mankind, Thou hast chosen 
and sanctified this place, and hast founded upon it a church to the glory of 
Thy most-holy Name, through us, Thine unworthy servants. Therefore, 
having bowed the knees of our souls and bodies, we humbly beseech Thee: 
Be well-pleased that there be founded on this place an altar for the offering 
up on it of the Bloodless Sacrifice of the most-holy Body and precious 
Blood of Thy Christ, to Thy glory and to the salvation of our souls. And do 
Thou speedily bring to completion by Thy divine might, this temple and this 
altar, which now have received a beginning, that in it and on it, even to the 
end of the ages, the glory of Thy most-holy Name, and Thy Bloodless, 
rational Sacrifices may be offered up and fulfilled to Thee unceasingly 
without any hindrance, by Thine Orthodox people, for with Thee, all things 
are possible. And unto thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only- 
begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. ree me | 
— 
; | Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice—after each petition) Choir: Amen. 

| Again we pray for our Metropolitan (N. ); for our Bishop [or And immediately he pronounces the Dismissal appropriate to the — 
ish : N.); and for all our brethren in Christ And having blessed the people, the Bishop, or Archpriest, if he has come with the 
—— oi : [Cross-Procession], as noted above, returns also with the [| Cross-Procession |] to 
: id f trv. for all civil the church from which he has come, while the clergy sing the Litya Stikhera of the 

a itie a j r ns ri is 22% de church, or whatever else they wish, to the glory of God. 

authorities, and for the armed forces. 


Again we pray that the Lord our God will hear the voice of 
our supplication, and will bless the work of our hands; and 
let us all say: O Lord, hearken and have mercy. 


Again we pray for the Godfearing founders of the temple of 
[name of the Feast or Saint], which has been begun and is to be 
built to the glory of God, and for the obtainment of assis- 
tance for their holy work, and for their health, salvation, and 


remission of their sins; and let us all say: O Lord, hearken 
and have mercy. 







Again we pray that He will appoint for this holy work a 
Guardian Angel against every evil circumstance, delivering 
them from the hindrance of enemies both seen and unseen, 


and defending and strengthening the workers; and let us all 
say: O Lord, hearken and have mercy. 


And he that presides exclaims: 
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E PLACING OF THE CROSS ON THE ROOF 


OF A NEWLY-CONSTRUCTED CHURCH 


| ThePriest puts on his Epitrachelion, and having censed the Cross with the 


Tl censer, he begins as is customary: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


And the Choir sings: 


O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art 
everywhere present and fillest all things, Treasury of blessings and 
Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 
impurity; and save our souls, O Good One. 


Then the reader chants the Trisagion: Holy God.. .Glory...0 Most-holy 


Trinity...Lord, have mercy (thrice). Glory...Our Father...For Thine is the 













Choir: 


Kingdom... 


Amen. 
And, immediately, the Jollo::ing Troparion, TONE 1: 


et save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant 
S = the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries; and by 
e of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. (thrice) | 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 


(Kontakion, TONE 4) As Thou wast 


grant mercy unto them that are 
dox Christians glad by = 


voluntarily crucified for our sake, 
ha ed by Thy name; make all Ortho- 
y power, granting them victories over their 


ar 2:00 oth a Ad D l 
Now and ever: and unto the ares O TAN 
Ow and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
n E as ae? 


(Theotokion, TONE 6) O Protection of Christians that cannot be put 
to shame, unfailing Mediation before the Creator: Despise not the 
entreating voices of us sinners. But, anticipate us, O Good One, who 
call out unto thee in faith: Hasten to intercession and be quick in 
supplication, O Theotokos, for thou dost always protect those who 
honor thee. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 


The Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord Almighty, God of our Fathers, by the Staff of Moses, and the 
other tree on which Thou didst command him to fasten the Bronze Serpent 
in the Wilderness, delivering the people from the bites of the serpents, Thou 
didst prefigure the Image of the precious and Lifegiving Cross of Thy 
Beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the power of the devil was 
laid low, and the human race, bitten and put to death by the other all-evil 
serpent of old, was brought to life: Falling down before Thine immeasurable 
love for mankind, humbly we beseech Thee: Do Thou send down, now, Thy 
heavenly blessing, and bless this Emblem of the Cross, and grant it the power 
and strength of that other blessed Tree, which was sprinkled with the blood 
of Thy Son, so that this church, constructed to the glory of Thy Name, may 
become a powerful protector, a firm defense, a constant deliverer from every 
evil circumstance, an ornament, an adornment, and a dreadful and terrifying 
sign to enemies, both visible and invisible. And, bless all that enter this 
church in faith, and look upon it and worship Thy Son Who was crucified on 
the Cross, and fencing them round about by the power of the Cross, ever 
preserve them unharmed from every evil thing. For the Cross is the beauty 





put 
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1y Son, and fervently entreating Thee. Grant them health and |] | PAE TN 
ng lle, and count them worthy of Thy Kingdom, through the grace, and It is fitting, therefore, to know when there may be, and when there may not. 
assions, and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom be, the Consecration of a Church on Resurrection Days [i.e., Sundays). eS 
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art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, || 


| now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 





A “In all matters concerning an appropriate time to consecrate a church, the 
Choir: Amen. advice and permission of the Bishop must be obtained. 





Ánd the Priest, taking the Holy Water, sprinkles the Cross with it, saying: 
; When, therefore, it should happen to be on Sunday the Feast of St. Simeon 
This Emblem of the Cross is blessed and sanctified by the Grace of the Stylite [Sept. 1], of the Protection of the Theotokos [Oct. 1], or of St. Demetrius 
the Holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of of Thessalonica [Oct. 26]; or of one of the two Sundays before the Nativity of Christ 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen (Holy Forefathers and Holy Fathers), the Sunday After the Nativity of Christ, the 
| Feast of the Circumcision and St. Basil the Great [Jan. 1], and the Sunday After the 


Theophany; and likewise from the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee until 
the Sunday of All Saints; or one of the Sundays of the Synaxis of the Holy Fathers 
(on or about July 16 and Oct. 11); and on all Sundays when there be patronal feasts 


And immediately, this Kontakion, TONE 4. is sung: 










As Thou w i : 
them that e a a 5 sake, grant mercy unto of the Lord, or of the Theotokos, or of a Saint (or Saints), the Consecration of the 
by Thy power granting the en rthodox Chr istians glad Church is not celebrated together with the Feast. This is because it would be very 
non A i & them victories over their adversaries, by difficult to combine the special Stikhera for the Consecration with the appointed 
8 em the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace. Stikhera, "Glories,” Canons, and Stikhera on the Praises, without violating 
Then he pronounces th ja rubrical norms when there would be an All-night Vigil for the Consecration. And 
Ese Cua est e usual Dismissal of the church. And the workers, where All-night Vigil is not celebrated , it is not proper, above all, for the 
s, affix it to its place on the top of the church. Consecration of a Church to be celebrated there on any of these Sundays, not even 


on the 4th and 5th Sundays of Great Lent. (For although there is not sung on these 
two Sundays anything from the Triodion except the “samoglasen ” Stikhera at the 
Praises (with their verses), as permission is not granted for dispensation from 
fasting, according to the ordinances of the Holy Canons of Great Lent, it is not 
possible even then to consecrate a Church.) Likewise there shall not be the 
Consecration of a Church of a Saint (or Saints) on any Feasts of the Lord or 
Theotokos, or of great Saints having a polieley. 
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celebrated Sunday of Cheesefare to the 
¡on of the Cross unless there be a Great Feast with Policley. 
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| DIRECTIVE CONCERNING THE CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH OF CHRIST 


(But not of the Resurrection of Christ) 
(During the Time of the Pentecostarion) 


And if the Superior (or Rector of the Cathedral or Parish Church) desires to 
consecrate a Church of the Lord (but not of the Resurrection; see the Directive 
concerning such, below), with the exception of the Sundays of the Pentecostarion, 
the Midfeast, and the Leavetaking of Pascha, the Consecration of the Church may 


be done on any of the weekdays after Bright Week, according to the following 
pattern: 


AAA 


In the Rubrics that follow, “Feas 
Stikhera, Canons, etc., of the week within 
that for St. Thomas Week, Myrrhbeare 


E indicate the particular Troparia, Kontakia, 
which the Consecration will take place (1.e., 
rs, etc., found in the Triodion). 
ooo a 
SM ; “ 
> ALL rea E Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera of the Church (or 
=e (ez VaR ounding [of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher]; Now and 
rt A O Gladsome Light...” and the Prokeimenon of the 
ever...Church M rd. Apostikha: Founding; Glory...Founding; Now and 
(or Monastery). After St. Simeon’s Prayer, the Trisagion. After “Our 


Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monas- 
















GREAT VESPERS: U es 
ee : sual be de i 39 
Lord, I have called...”: Stik ginning. “Blessed is the man... (1st Antiphon). At 


8—3. (And if All-night 
Monastery)—3.) Usual 
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Glory...Feast; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). At the Bless 


Troparion: Church (or Monastery), thrice. Then, “Blessed be the Name of the || 
Lord...” and the rest, as usual. i oe 


MATINS: After “God is the Lord...” (Tone of the Troparion of the Feast), Troparia: 
Feast (twice); Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). Usual 
Kathismas. After the Ist Kathisma, Kathisma Hymns: Feast (from after the 2nd 
Kathisma). After the 2nd Kathisma, Kathisma Hymns: Church (or Monastery). Then 
the Polieley, Magnification and Selected Psalm Verses: of the Church (or 
Monastery). After the Policley, the Kathisma Hymns: Church (or Monastery). 1st 
Antiphon of the 4th Tone, “From my youth....” Prokeimenon and Gospel: Church 
(or Monastery). Then, “Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ...” (until the 
Leavetaking of Pascha). Psalm 50 and the After-Gospel Stikhera: “Glory... Through 
the prayers of the Apostles...Now and ever...Through the prayers of the Theo- 
tokos....Have mercy on me...” and the Stikheron of the Church (or Monastery). “O 
God, save Thy people....”” Canons: Church (or Monastery), on 6 (including Irmos); 
Founding, on 4; Feast, on 4. Irmos: (from the Ist Canon). Katavasia: Feast. After 
the 3rd Ode: Kontakion and Ikos: Founding; Kontakion and Ikos: Feast; Kathisma 
Hymns: Founding; Glory...Feast; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). After the 
6th Ode: Kontakion and Ikos: Church (or Monastery). After the 9th Ode, the 
Exapostilaria: Church (or Monastery); Glory...Founding,; Now and ever...Feast. 
Praises, on 6: Founding—3 and Church (or Monastery)—3; Glory...Founding; Now 
and ever...Church (or Monastery). After the Great Doxology, Troparia: Feast; 
Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). i 


HOURS: Troparia: Church (or Monastery) (1st Hour); Founding (3rd Hour); Feast 
(6th Hour); Church (or Monastery) (9th Hour). Kontakia: Church (or Monastery) 
(1st Hour); Founding (3rd Hour); Feast (6th Hour); Church (or Monastery) (9th 
Hour). 


DIVINE LITURGY: Beatitudes: Founding (from the 3rd Ode); Church (or 
Monastery) (from the 6th Ode). At the Entrance, Troparia: Feast, Church (or 
Monastery), and Founding. Kontakia: Founding; Glory...Feast; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). Prokeimenon, Apostol, Alleluia, Gospel and 
Communion Hymn: Founding and Church (or Monastery). Instead of “It is truly 
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do likewise for the other days of the Afterfeast (of Pascha; the time of 


7 
y 


the Pentecostarion), during the rest of the weekdays (but not on Sundays). And we 






A 
- do not consecrate a Church of the Lord on any Sunday in the course of the year, 
but only on weekdays, except those of Great Lent. For in Great Lent, the Consecra- 


E 


tion of a Church is not done, for it is not proper to make a dispensation for the 
eating of fish, wine and oil. 





DIRECTIVE FOR THE CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH 
OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 


If the Superior (or Rector of the Cathedral or Parish Church) desires to 
consecrate a Church of the Resurrection of Christ, it is done on Sunday, with the 
exception of Sundays in Great Lent and the time of the Pentecostarion, the Sunday 
of the Holy Forefathers and the Sunday of the Hol y Fathers, as well as when Feasts 
of the Theotokos occur on Sunday. If on Sunday there occur the Feast of the 
Protection [Oct. 1], the Deposition of the Robe [July 2], the Placing of the Sash 


[Aug. 31], (and of various Icons of the Theotokos, such as “The Sign”, “Kazan”, 


etc.), or any other Feasts of the Theotokos like them. Also excepted are the Sunday 


e the Nativity of Christ, and the Sunday After the Theophany of Christ. The 
secration is done on Sunday according to the following pattern: 















SMALL VESPERS: At “Lord, I 
4. Glory...Founding [of the 
ever... Resurrectional Theotokion. 
Day. “Vouchsafe, O Lord... > 
ever... Resurrectional Theotoki 
‘Our Father...”, Troparia: Res 


have called...”: Stikhera of the Resurrection, on 
: Church of the Holy Sepulcher]; Now and 
O Gladsome Light...” and the Prokeimenon of the 
Apostikha: Founding; Glory...Founding; Now and 
on. After St. Simeon’s Prayer, the Trisagion. After 
urrection; Glory...now and ever...Founding. Dismissal. 


GREAT VE > ph 
“Lord, 1 jr o Case See (ist Seen) At 
Glory...Founding: ise n 40: Resurrection, on 6, and Foundi 4 
ae A ba a ee -Dogmatic. Entrance and 6 Readings: ota 
Vespers of Great Saturday: vee apie 3 Ges sp taken from the 
62:5. ai 2 27405 4) Zephaniah 3:8-15; i 

) Usual Litanies and “Vouchsafe....” Litya: ae a a a A 

mmoria. 





they are also used at Litya when there are availab! Stikhera for the Church (o 
e i MA al 
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Glory...now and ever...Resurrectional Theotokion. Apostikha: Stikhera to the 
Resurrection. Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Resurrectional Theotokion. At the 
Blessing of the Loaves, Troparion: “Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos...” (thrice). Then, 
“Blessed be the Name of the Lord...” and the rest, as usual. 


MATINS: After “God is the Lord...” (Tone of the Week), Troparia: Resurrection 
(twice); Glory...now and ever...Founding. Usual Kathismas. After the 1st Kathisma, 
Kathisma Hymns: Resurrection. After the 2nd Kathisma, Kathisma Hymns: 
Resurrection. Then the Polieley, Magnification and Selected Psalm Verses: of St. 
Thomas Sunday. After the Polieley, “Blessed art Thou, O Lord...” Ypakoe: 
Resurrection. Kathisma Hymns: Founding (from after the Kathismas). Antiphons: 
Resurrection. Prokeimenon and Gospel: Resurrection (Matins Gospel). Then, 
“Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ...” Psalm 50 and the After-Gospel 
Stikhera: “Glory... Through the prayers of the Apostles... Now and ever... Through the 
prayers of the Theotokos....Have mercy on me...,” and “Jesus rose from the grave...”. 
“O God, save Thy people...” Canons: Resurrection, on 4 (including Irmos (once)); 
Cross-Resurrection, on 3; Theotokos, on 3; Founding, on 4. Irmos: (from the 1st 
Canon). Katavasia: “I will open my mouth....” After the 3rd Ode: Kontakion , Ikos 
and Kathisma Hymn: Founding. After the 6th Ode: Kontakion and Ikos: Resurrec- 
tion. 


Kontakion, Tone 4: (Special Melody: “Thou hast revealed Thyself today... ”): 


My Savior and Redeemer, as God has raised from their bonds those 
born on earth, and having broken the gates of Hades, arose on the 


third day as Master. 








Is 
y 









f Life, Who arose from the dead, and came forth from the 
tomb on the third day, by His might destroying the gates of death 
today, putting to death Hades and destroying the sting of death, and 
wa Adam and Eve; and let us fervently cry aloud: For He 
that alone is Mighty God and Master arose on the third day. 
















After the 9th Ode, the Exapostilaria: Resurrection; Glory..now and 
ever...Founding. Praises, on 8: Resurrection—4 and Founding—4 (with “Glory” and 
verses); Glory...Gospel Stikheron; Now and ever...” Thou art most-blessed...”. After 
the Great Doxology, Resurrectional Troparion. 







HOURS: Troparia: Resurrection. Glory...Founding. Kontakia: Founding and 
Resurrection (said alternately). 






DIVINE LITURGY: Beatitudes: Resurrection, on 6 and Founding, on 4 (both from 
the 6th Ode). At the Entrance, Troparia: Resurrection and Founding. Kontakia: 
Glory...Resurrection; Now and ever...Founding. Prokeimenon, Apostol, Alleluia, 
Gospel and Communion Hymn: Founding and Church (or Monastery). 









E Church of the Resurrection of Christ is not consecrated on an y other day 
ay, for it is not fitting that the Resurrection Service be sung except on 






but Sun 
Sunday. 


E 


DIRECTIVE FOR THE CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH 
OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS 









(During the Time of the Pentecostarion) 








hanksgiving, the praises of Christ, the || || Stkhera, 
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SMALL VESPERS: At “Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera of the Church (or 
Monastery), on 4. Glory...Founding [of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher]; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). “O Gladsome Light...” and the Prokeimenon of the 
Day. “Vouchsafe, O Lord...” Apostikha: Founding; Glory...Founding; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). After St. Simeon’s Prayer, the Trisagion. After “Our 
Father...”, Troparia: Feast; Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monas- 
tery). Dismissal. 


GREAT VESPERS: Usual beginning. “Blessed is the man...” (1st Antiphon). At 
“Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera on 10: Feast, on 3; Founding, on 3; and Church 
(or Monastery), on 4. Glory...Feast; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). Entrance 
and 6 Readings: Founding—3 and Church (or Monastery)—3. Usual Litanies and 
“Vouchsafe....” Litya: Stikhera of the Feast (taken from the Apostikha of Matins, 
including “Glory”) and of the Church (or Monastery). Glory...Feast; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). Apostikha: Stikhera to the Church (or Monastery). 
Glory...Feast; Now and ever...Feast. At the Blessing of the Loaves, Troparion: 
Church (or Monastery), thrice. Then, “Blessed be the Name of the Lord...” and the 
rest, as usual. 


MATINS: After “God is the Lord...” (Tone of the Troparion of the Feast), Troparia: 
Feast (twice); Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). Usual 
Kathismas. After the Ist Kathisma, Kathisma Hymns: Feast (from after the 2nd 
Kathisma). After the 2nd Kathisma, Kathisma Hymns: Church (or Monastery). Then 
the Polieley, Magnification and Selected Psalm Verses: of the Church (or 
Monastery). After the Polieley, the Kathisma Hymns: Church (or Monastery). Ist 
Antiphon of the 4th Tone, “From my youth....” Prokeimenon and Gospel: Church 
(or Monastery). Then, “Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ...” (until the 
Leavetaking of Pascha). Psalm 50 and the After-Gospel Stikhera: “Glory... Through 
the prayers of the Theotokos...Now and ever...(again).... Have mercy on me... and the 
Stikheron of the Church (or Monastery). “O God, save Thy people....” Canons: Feast, 
on 6 (including Irmos); Founding, on 4; Church (or Monastery), on 4. Irmos: (from 
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ter the 9th Ode, the Exapostilaria: Feast; Glo- 
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ae lonaster 3; Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or 


al ry). Afte the Great Doxology, Troparia: Feast; Glory...Founding; Now and 


Hi i ing (3rd Hour); Feast 
HOURS: Troparia: Church (or Monastery) (1st Hour); Founding ( 
(6th Hour); Church (or Monastery) (9th Hour). Kontakia: Church (or Monastery) 


(Ist Hour); Founding (3rd Hour); Feast (6th Hour); Church (or Monastery) (9th 
Hour). 


DIVINE LITURGY: Beatitudes: Founding (from the 3rd Ode), on 4; Church (or 
Monastery) (from the 6th Ode), on 4. At the Entrance, Troparia: Feast, Founding, 
and Church (or Monastery). Kontakia: Founding; Glory...Feast; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). Prokeimenon, Apostol, Alleluia, Gospel and 


Communion Hymn: Founding and Church (or Monastery). Instead of “It is truly 
meet...”, the Irmos of the Feast 


EEE 


DIRECTIVE CONCERNING THE CONSECRATION 
~~ OF A CHURCH OF THE LORD OR THEOTOKOS 
: IN THE FOREFEAST OR AFTERFEAST 
OF FEASTS OF THE LORD OR THEOTOKOS, 
OR DURING THE TIME OF THE PENTECOSTARION , 
WHEN, BECAUSE OF GREAT NEED, 
THERE WILL NOT BE ALL-NIGHT VIGIL 













GREAT VESPERS: Usual beginning. 
“Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera on | 
(or Monastery), on 4. Glory...Foundin 


“Blessed is the man...” (Ist Antiphon). At 
0: Founding, on 3: Feast, on 3; and Church 


E ding, Now and ever...Church (or Monastery). 
ntrance and 6 Readings: Founding—3 and Church (or Monastery)—3. Usual 


Litanies and —Vouchsafe....> Litya: Stikhera of the Founding (taken from the 
o of Vespers, including Glory”), of the Church (or Monastery) and of the 
east (taken from the Apostikha of Matins, and the “Glory” of the Praises and 


Apostikha of Matins, and the “Glory” of the Apostikha of Vespers). Glory...Feast 
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6th Ode: Kontakion and 
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that of the Saint(s) of the Day from the Menaion are sung. But if it be the Time of the 
Pentecostarion, then the Canon from the Pentecostarion is sung. 





At this point there is an obvious mistake in the Book of Needs. The Directive 
states that what follows are directions for how the Beatitudes are to be sung at Divine 
Liturgy. But a reading of the directions clearly reveals that what follows concerns the 
singing of the Canons at Compline. 


When the Odes from the Canon from the Pentecostarion are sung, the Canon 
from the Octoechos is omitted. The Irmos from the Triodion is sung ex E = 
troparia are sung on 4, omitting the “Glory”; the refrain is: bees to q a ke 
God, glory to Thee.” The Canon from the Menaion is said with its “Glory”. S 
3rd Ode: We say “Lord, have mercy” (thrice) and Po and paria oi 
the Kathisma Hymn to the Saint(s); Glory...now and ever... Theotokion. k 3 hs 
Ode: “Lord, have mercy” (thrice) and “Glory...now and ever.... apn: 3 
Kontakion to the Saint(s) from the Menaion, then it and the Ikos F OS 
Kathisma Hymn to the Theotokos from the es ae = aa oe : 

{i he Trisagion, the following Kontakia: y z 
da iver’ Fourie (But if it be the Forefeast or yk page 
Monastery); Glory...now and ever...Feast. And if it be the w 0d 
costarion, and it be a Church (or Monastery) of the Lord or Theotol ae a 
Monastery); Glory...now and ever...Feast (from the Pentecostarion). 
Dismissal. 


MIDNIGHT OFFICE: is sung, as usual. (If it be a "o me po ae 
consecrated is dedicated to a Saint (or Saints), then, after a t h = Manasi 
the Bridegroom...” is not sung, but rather the Troparion of the der «Remember Thy 
Glory...now and ever...Founding. After the 2nd Trisagion, instea A (oc Moia 
servants, O Lord, for Thou art good...”: Kontakion of he G l 
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COMPLINE: is sung, as usual. The Canon to the Theotokos from the Octoechos and 
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Glory...Founding; Now and ever...Church (or Monas 
P ' ... a 


Loaves, Troparion: Church (or Monastery), thrice. Then, “Blesse 
the Lord...” and the rest, as usual. l 


or Monastery). Then “Lord, have mercy” (12 || 
) “(The Prayer, “Remember, O Lord, our Fathers and || 
> is not said.) If it be Sunday: and the Church being consecrated is 
- dedicated to a Saint (or Saints), we say the Canon to the Trinity in the Tone, as usual. 
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And after “It is truly meet...” the Ypakoe and Dismissal (as usual). 


) 


_ MATINS and DIVINE LITURGY are sung in order according to earlier directives. 


Without exception a Church cannot be consecrated on the same day as that 


of a Feast of the Lord, or of the Theotokos, or of a Saint (or Saints) bearing the same 
name as the Church. 


E es 


DIRECTIVE CONCERNING THE CONSECRATION OF A CHURCH 
OF THE LORD’ OR OF THE THEOTOKOS ON WEEKDAYS, 
BUT NOT ON SUNDAYS, NOR IN THE FOREFEAST OR AFTERFEAST 
OF FEASTS OF THE LORD OR THEOTOKOS, 
NOR IN THE TIME OF THE TRIODION (BOTH LENTEN AND FLOWERY) 


AAN 


"As noted earlier, Churches named in h 
consecrated only on Sundays. 


a IAN 


SMALL VESPERS: At “Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera of the Church (or 
Monastery), on 4. Glory... Founding [of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher]; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). “O Gladsome Light...” and the Prokeimenon of the 
Day. “Vouchsafe, O Lor ves 


Apostikha: Founding: Glory...Founding; Now and 
ever...Church (or Monastery). After St. Simeon’s Prayer, the Trisagion. After “Our 


paria: Founding: Glory...now and e 


onor of the Resurrection of Christ are 


Dismissal ver...Church (or Monastery). 
GREAT VESPERS: Usual beginnino « . 

r gınnın . Bl > o 
“Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera on SF fine ¿5 the man...” (Ist Antiphon). At 


ounding, on 3; and Church (or Monastery), 


MATINS: After “God is the Lord...” (Tone of the Troparion of the F mi | 
Troparia: Founding (twice); Glory...now and ever...Church (or ae | mr 
Kathismas. After both Kathismas, Kathisma Hymns: Founding. G shen se 
ever...Church (or Monastery). Then the Polieley, Magnification and es s ) 
Verses: of the Church (or Monastery). After the Polieley, the Kathisma m 
Church (or Monastery). 1st Antiphon of the 4th Tone, ds = Ps aoe 
Prokeimenon and Gospel: Church (or Monastery). Then, Psalm 5 | mes pe 
Gospel Stikhera: “Glory...Through the prayers of the Ape apea 
ever...(again).... Have mercy on me...” and rE i rage pad ag i 
if it be a Church (or Monastery) of the : Y... 
5 “Now and ever...(again)...” ry: a ry weenie ho on 
...’ Canons: If a Church of the Lord: Church (o Ty), t 

can de Founding, on 6. If a Church of the Theotokos: Founding, e A o 
Irmos) and Church (or Monastery), on 6. Irmos: (from the a Pas. sie Eo. 
(Customary, depending on the season.) After the 3rd Ode: ae ae 
Founding; Kathisma Hymns: Founding; Glory...now and peut gree 
tery). After the 6th Ode: Kontakion and Ikos: Church (or ae cya cea 
Ode, the Exapostilaria: Founding; Glory...now and o ea di 
Praises, on 6: Founding—3 and Church (or Monastery)—3; e aa pp 
and ever...Church (or Monastery). After the Great Doxology, 1 rop 

Glory...now and ever...Church (or Monastery). 


O 


E e rest of 
"The Book of Needs gives no further indication of the content of th 
the verse; neither does it indicate its source. 


A 


: Founding 
HOURS: Troparia and Kontakia: Church (or Monee ee 
(3rd Hour); Church (or Monastery) (6th Hour); Founding 
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Hymns: F twice). Glory...now and ever...Chu r Monas / 
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an f ' y $, de ae ; fn ay i à Eyi y A ape A 
gts lia and Communion Hymn: If Polieley, Magnification and Selected Psalm Verses: of the Chu ch (or Mc naster 








ara: Church onastery ounding ieley, the Kathisma Hymns: Church (or Monastery) (twice); Glo- jf 
a al Epa i — ae gai pa a Ist Antiphon of the 4th Tone, “From my youl ba | f 
= J| Theotoko : Founding and Church (or Monastery). Prokeim enon and Gospel: Church (or Monastery). Then, Psalm 50 and the After- 
nag ¡EA Gospel Stikhera: “Glory...Through the prayers of Saint(s), N. (whose Church it 
a E TION be)... Now and ever...(again)....Have mercy on me...” and the Stikheron of the pa 
ER SERGE OF A SAINT os (or Monastery). “O God, save Thy people...” Canons: Founding, on 8 (inclu 2 
OF A CHURCH OF A SAINT ( Irmos) and Church (or Monastery), on 6. Irmos: (from the Ist Canon). Katavasia: 
(Customary, depending on the season.) After the 3rd Ode: A ca 
Monastery); Glory...now and ever...Founding. Alter t 
es iaa Sam (or Saints) is consecrated ae criado ait EN After the 9th Ode, the ee 
a weekday under the same restrictions as that listed for the preceding Directive ; d ever.. Founding. Praises, on 6: Founding— 
cd the consecration of Churches dedicated to the Lord or the Theotokos. Church (or Monastery). Glory...now an 


and Church (or Monastery)—3; Glory...Church (or Monastery); Now 
ever...Founding. After the Great Doxology, Troparia: Church (or Monastery) an 


i ; Founding. 
If it happens to be a Church (or Monastery) of a Saint (or Saints) that is to 
be consecrated, then it is sung in the following manner: 





HOURS: Troparia: Founding; Glory...Church (or Monastery). Kontakia: Church 


(or Monastery) and Founding (said alternately). 
SMALL VESPERS: At “Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera of the Church (or y aL coaee 
Monastery), on 4. Glory...Church (or Monastery); Now and ever...Founding. “O o : * Founding (from the 3rd Ode), on 4; Chur 
: > ITURGY: Beatitudes: Founding ‘ei 
Gladsome Light...” and the Prokeimenon of the Day. “Vouchsafe, O Lord...” hens r (from the 6th Ode), on 4. At the Entrance, Troparia: ro _ 
Apostikha: Church (or Monastery); Glory...Church (or Monastery); Now and Church ps Monastery). Kontakia: Glory...Church (or Monastery); Now an 
ever...Founding. After St. Simeon’s Prayer, the Trisagion. After “Our Father...” 


> 


E ( ) l ee. el Be | ounding. Dismissal. + ounding o 


Founding and Church (or Monastery). 
GREAT VESPERS: Usual beginning. 


“Blessed is the man...” (1st Antiphon). At 
“Lord, I have called...”: Stikhera on 8: Founding, on 4; and Church (or Monastery), 
on 4. Glory...Church (or Monastery); Now and ever...Founding. Entrance and 6 
Readings: Founding—3 and Church (or Monastery)—3. Usual Litanies and 
“Vouchsafe....” Litya: Stikhera of th 
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HE DEDICATION (CONSECRATION) 


ds | At “Lord, I have called...” the following Stikhera, TONE 6: (“idiomela ”— "of the 
| Tone”) 


In the Old Law, dedications were held in great honor, and even more 
should the New be honored through dedications. For “the islands 
shall be made new for God,” as Isaiah says, and in this it is fitting to 
understand the Churches now constructed by the Gentiles, which 


receive a firm foundation by God. Therefore, let us spiritually 
celebrate the present dedication. 


Be renewed, O brethren: and having put off the old man, abide in 
newness of life, for you have cast off the bridles of death. Let us 
chastise all our members, despising every evil food of the tree, and 
remembering only this, let us flee the ancient errors. Thus shall 


mankind be renewed: and in this way the day of dedication shall be 
honored. 


Thou hast established Th 
Thou Pre-eternal Word, 
Faith. Therefore, it shall 


, Saying: Thou art our King 
still yet. Glory to Thee! 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 


(TONE 6) Celebratin 
glorifying Thee, the Bestower of 


g the memory of the Dedication, O Lord, and 


the Holy Things, we pray, that the 


Y ria T 
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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And we sing the Theotokion of the Resurrection (Dogmatic). Then the Entrance, | 


Prokeimenon of the Day and 3 Readings: 
The Reading from the Third Book of Kings (1 Kings 8:22-23,27-30) 


Solomon stood in front of the altar of the Lord, before all the 
assembly of Israel; and he lifted up his hands to heaven, and said: “O Lord 
God of Israel, there is no God like Thee in heaven above, or on earth below. 
For if the heaven, and the heaven of heavens will not suffice Thee, how much 
less this house which I have built to Thy name? Yet Thou shalt look down 
on my petition, O Lord God of Israel, and hear the supplication and prayer 
which Thy servant prays unto Thee in Thy presence this day, that Thine eyes 
may be open toward this house day and night, upon this place of which Thou 
hast said, “My name shall be there”, to hear the prayer which Thy servant 
prays in this place day and night. And Thou shalt hearken unto the prayer of 
Thy servant, and of Thy people Israel, whatsoever they shall pray to Thee in 
this place; and Thou shalt hear in the place of Thy dwelling-place in heaven; 
and Thou shalt act and be merciful to them.” 


The Reading from Proverbs (Prov. 3:19-34) 


By wisdom God has founded the earth, and by understanding He has 
prepared the heavens. By His knowledge were the depths broken up, and the 
clouds drop down the dew. My son, let them not pass from thee, but keep 
my counsel and understanding, that thy soul may live, and that there may e 
grace around thy neck (and it shall be health to thy flesh, and healing poe ; 
bones), that thou mayest walk confidently in peace in all thy paa o 5 
thy foot may not stumble. For if thou sittest down, thou shalt not E e . 
and if thou sleepest, thou shalt slumber sweetly. And thou shalt not be . 
Of sudden terror, nor of the rushing of the ungodly coming upon thee. For 
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thou knowes not what the next day will bring forth. Devise not evil against 


y friend, who lives near thee and trusts in thee. Strive not against a man 


[th 
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| with out a cause, lest he do thee a harmful thing. Acquire not the reproaches 


of evil men, nor be jealous of their ways. For every transgressor is unclean 
before the Lord, and is not joined with the righteous. The curse of the Lord 
is in the houses of the ungodly, but the habitations of the just are blessed. 
The Lord opposes the proud, but He gives grace to the humble. 


The Reading from Proverbs (Prov. 9:1-] 1) 


Wisdom has built a house for herself and set up seven pillars. She has 
slaughtered her beasts, she has mingled her wine in a bowl, and prepared her 
table. She has sent out her maidservants, calling with a loud proclamation to 
the feast, saying: “Whoever is foolish, let him turn aside unto me.” And to 
them that are in need of understanding, she says: “Come, eat of my bread, 
and drink the wine I have mingled for you. Leave foolishness and live: seek 
understanding, that you may live; improve understanding with knowledge.” 
He that reproves evil men shall receive dishonor for himself: he that rebukes 


understanding, for to know the Law i 


: t ; i 
this way thou shall gain much time, an vere ought of a sound mind. For in 


d years of life shall be added unto thee. 


A i : 
postikha, TONE 6: (Special Melody: “Go forth, you angelic powers....”) 


O Mast i : 
from a = oh ortal Wisdom, in Thy dispensation come down 
's temple, and keep it unshaken to the end of the 


E s 
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a a sou art able to do good af present, for |} 
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Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto length o 
(92:5) a 


e 
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(Repeat) 
VS. Holy is Thy temple, wonderful in righteousness. 


In olden times, Solomon, having constructed a temple, offered up the 
blood of living creatures in sacrifice to Thee, as a pattern of Thy 
Church which Thou hast acquired of Thine own will with Thy 
precious blood, O Lover of Mankind. And now we beseech Thee in 
this temple, O Thou Who alone art deeply-compassionate, that Thou 
mayest send down the Right Spirit upon us always. 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 


(TONE 2) Celebrating the Dedication of the all-sacred temple of Thy 
Resurrection, we glorify Thee, O Lord, Who hast sanctified it and 
perfected it by Thine own perfecting grace, Who art adorned in it by 
the faithful ministering the mystical and sacred Sacrifices, Who 
receivest from the hands of Thy servants, the Bloodless and Most- 
pure Sacrifices, and Who bestowest upon them rightly offering them 
cleansing from sins and great mercy. 


Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
(Resurrectional Theotokion, TONE 2.) 
Troparion, TONE 4: 


Thou didst show the beauty of the holy abode of Thy glory on earth 
below, O Lord, to be as the splendor of the firmament on high. Do 


















a. — 





= 
a Afi r the first reading from the Psalter, the Kathisma Hymn, TONE 8, according 
| to the Special Melody: “That which was commanded...”: 






i 






Christ showed forth the Tent of the Testimony; and the divine Moses 
pitched it on earth; and Solomon dedicated the temple with sacri- 
fices; and we, hastening, in faith, to the New Jerusalem, like David, 
render up divine hymnody unto Him that was crucified for our sake, 
entreating forgiveness for all the sins which we have committed. 










Glory...now and ever.... (again) 


Afier the second reading from the Psalter, the Kathisma H ymn, TONE 4, according 
to the Special Melody: “Quickly go before... ”: 





The festal day of the Dedication has overtaken us today, O faithful, 
commanding all the elect of Christ to be renewed, and with bright 


faces to sing hymns faithfully unto the Master from the depths of 
their hearts, as the Redeemer Who renews us. 








Glory...now and ever... (again) 






The Canon, TONE 4 







Ode ] 






Crossing the depths of the Red Sea with dry steps, Israel of old 


ek in the Wild : 
stretching forth of Moses’ arms, liderness, by the crosswise 





Irmos: 
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Today the coming of Thine unapproachable g or y has fas 
heaven—the temple raised up for Thee on earth, in whi 
accord, we sing a hymn unto our God. 


(Martyrs) As you received freely the grace of healings from an 
incorrupt fountain, O Martyrs, freely distribute this unto the faithful. 
For you heal souls and bodies from diverse sufferings. 


(Theotokion) At the will of the Father, through the Divine Spirit, thou 
didst conceive the Son of God without seed, and didst give birth in 
the flesh to Him Who was begotten of the Father without a mother, 
and for our sake, was born of thee without a father. 


Ode 3 


The Church rejoices in Thee, O Christ, crying out: “Thou art my 
strength, O Lord, my refuge and my confirmation.” 


Thou hast sanctified Thy Church on earth by the Spirit, O Christ, 
having anointed it today with the mercy [i.e., oil] of Thy gladness. 


Having Thee as an unalterable foundation, O Christ, the Church is 
crowned by Thy Cross, as by a royal diadem. 


(Martyrs) O Martyrs of Christ, by means of the spirit, you laid waste 
to the fleshly subtleties, for a life of blame is enmity against God. 


(Theotokion) Thou alone on earth hast become the Mediatress of 
good things transcending nature, O Mother of God. Therefore, we 


offer unto thee the greeting: “Rejoice.” 
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the hearts of the Faithful for the salvation of mankind. 


Glory...now and ever.... (again) 


Ode 4 


Irmos: Beholding Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, lifted up upon the Cross, 









the Church stood in its place, meetly crying out: “Glory to Thy 
power, O Lord.” 


Not with the sacrifices of dumb beasts, but with Thy precious and 
life-bearing blood which flowed from Thy side, is the Church 
sprinkled, in splendor crying out: “Glory to Thy power, O Lord.” 


Signifying the anointing of Thy chosen people, the Church is 


anointed today with myrrh of great price, receiving invisibly the 
divine grace of the Spirit. 


(Martyrs) The Saints rejoice in the Lord, for as vic 
fleshless enemies, they cried out: 


Whom we glorify with gladness.” 


tors against the 
“God is our invincible Might, 


(Theotokion) Without kn 
and after birthgiving, 
Therefore, with never- 
unto thee: “Rejoice, O 


owing wedlock, thou gavest birth, O Virgin, 
again thou wast revealed to be a Virgin. 


silent voices and Steadfast faith we cry out 
Sovereign Lady.” 
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praises. 


tabernacle not made by hands, prefiguring Thy Church, O Christ 


Thou, O Lord, hast erected a tabernacle on earth, and Thou hast 
joined together the heavenly ranks with the choirs of men by Thy 
power. 


We have come to know Thee, O Lord, as the Fountain of Life. For 
having come, O Holy Christ, Thou hast announced peace to Thy 
Church. 


(Theotokion) We set thee forth as a firm weapon against the enemy, 
for we have thee as the Confirmation and Hope of our salvation, O 
Bride of God. 


Ode 6 


“I will sacrifice unto Thee with a voice of praise, O Lord,” the 
Church cries out unto Thee, having been cleansed from the blood of 
demons by the blood which, for mercy’s sake, flowed from Thy side. 


Christ the King desired the beauty of the precious Church He bey 
has chosen, and showed her as mother of the Gentiles, who, from 
slavery, have been made sons by the Spirit. 


Not having sand, but Christ for a foundation, the Church babor 
Gentiles is crowned with unapproachable beauty, and adorne 
a royal diadem. 


In olden times on Sinai, Thou didst show to Moses the Gc -seer a 
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(Theotokion) O miracle newer than all other miracles! For, without 

Knowing wedlock, the Virgin has conceived in her womb Him that 

= || sustains all things, and yet has not confined Him. 
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Kontakion, TONE 4 (Special Melody: “Thou hast manifested Thyself...”): 


The Church has been manifested as a heaven of many lights, 
illumining all the faithful. Standing in it we cry out: “Establish this 
house, O Lord.” 


Ikos: 


When the Word came to us in the flesh, the Son of Thunder, writing, 
says: We have seen with brightness the glory which the Son had from 
the Father, Jull of truth, by grace. And to as many of us as have 
received Him in faith, He gave the power to become children of God. 
Being born again, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, but 
having been sustained by the Holy Spirit, we have raised up a house 
of prayer; and we cry out: “Establish this house, O Lord.” 








Ode 7 





The Children of Abraham in the Persian furnace, burning with love 


of piety instead of the flame, cried out: “ 
> ut: “Bl 
temple of Thy glory. O Lord ” essed art Thou in the 







Once the flame of the 
the spiritual anointin 
art Thou in the Tem 


furnace was shown as shedding dew, but now 


8 with oil sanctifies those crying out: “Blessed 
ple of thy glory, O Lord ” 
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(Martyrs) Imitating the Children of Abraham in the furnace w 


zeal of godliness, O Passionbearers, you reproached the cor mand of | 
the tyrant, crying out: “Blessed art Thou in the temple of Thy glor A E 


O Lord.” | i 
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(Theotokion) Rejoice, O consecrated and divine Abode of the Most 
High! For through thee, O Theotokos, joy was given to those who 
are crying out: “Blessed art thou among women, O all-undefiled 
Sovereign Lady.” 


Ode 8 


Irmos: Stretching forth his hands, Daniel closed the gaping jaws of the lions 
in the den; and the Youths, zealots of piety, having girded themselves 
with virtue, quenched the force of the fire, crying out: “Bless the 
Lord, all you works of the Lord.” 


Today Thy Church, O Lord, like a bride has been adorned with a 
noetic robe, woven on High of divine grace; and she summons her 
people to rejoicing, crying out: “Bless the Lord, all you works of the 
Lord.” 


Today Christ, the Second Adam, has made manifest a noetic 
Paradise, this new tabernacle, offering the Tree of o 
life-bearing Tree of the Cross—unto us who are crying out: “Bless 
the Lord, all you works of the Lord.” 


in Christ, O Martyrs, 
ds of the ruler of this 
“Bless the 


(Martyrs) Having clothed yourselves with faith 
you put off the old man and exposed the myria th 
world; and, with fervent joy, you cried out in psalmody: 
Lord, all you works of the Lord.” 
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Ode 9 






: A stone, cut without hands, was cut from thee, the unhewn moun- 
tain, O Virgin, even Christ the Cornerstone, Who joineth together 
the natures that had been divided. Therefore, in gladness, we magnify 
thee, O Theotokos. 


Come, you with a pure heart, and, contemplating with sober noetic 
eyes the beauty of the Church—the Daughter of the King—which 
shines brighter than gold, let us magnify her. 


Rejoice and be glad, O Bride of the Great King, radiantly contem- 
plating the beauty of thy Bridegroom, crying out together with thy 
people: “We magnify Thee, O Giver of Life ” 











T Come, O faithful, celebrating spiritually the yearly memo- 
ral, let us emulate all the Passionbearers by the keeping of the 


commandments. And let us 08 
O Thrice-holy One.” cry out with them: “We magnify Thee, 


a — Bride of the Great King, full of grace! For 
> Y ture Une, we all have been delivered from th | e 
Of Eve, and we have found life in thy birthgiving, O ao rai 


Exapostilarion (Special Melody: “By the Spirit in the sanctuary...”): 


Do Thou, O Good Word, Who 


h e 
Blood, renew by the Spirit this allan dr co OUt Thy Most-pure 


-wondrous, all-precious and holy 


approachable Light. Therefore, we all bless thee, O 








Christ, the Glory and Light, has shone from the Virgin. Therefore, | 
shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, and be renewed today, for the | 
Resurrection renews us all. 
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At the Praises, the following Stikhera, the first in TONE 4 (Special Melody: “Thou 
hast given a sign... ”): 


Today the divine, sacred, honorable, and light-bearing house of the 
Resurrection of Christ is splendidly dedicated, and the sepulcher 
gives divine life to the world; a fountain of immortality gushes forth, 
pouring out streams of miracles, and, overflowing with the waters of 
grace, it bestows healings unto them that hymn it with faith. 






Other Stikhera, “idiomela”, TONE 1, by John the Monk: 








Be renewed, be renewed, O New Jerusalem, for thy Light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has shone upon thee. The Father has built 
this house; the Son has established it; the Holy Spirit has renewed it, 
Who illumineth, confirmeth and sanctifieth our souls. 















In the SAME TONE, by Anatolius: 









In olden times, when dedicating the Temple, Solomon offered up 
sacrifices and whole-burnt-offerings of dumb beasts, O Lord. But as 
Thou hast been well-pleased that the prefigurements be brought to 
an end that the truth might be made known, the generations of men 
offer up Bloodless Sacrifices to Thy glory. For as Thou art He that 
rulest all, Thou dost sanctify all things by the Holy Spirit. 




















; mee a. y | pees d 
Gentiles is dedicated today by the precious and 








side of Christ our God Who was incarnate of the Holy Virgin. 
Therefore, having assembled together, you choirs of the faithful, let 
us glorify the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one Godhead, 
Who sustaineth all things. 





Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 


(TONE 3) Rouse thyself, O man; be thou new instead of old, and 
celebrate the renewal of the soul while thou yet hast life, that the 
path of all life be renewed unto thee; for the former things have 
passed away; and behold, all things have become new. Transformed 
for the good, offer this as fruit to the feast. For in this way is man 
made new; in this way is the day of the dedication honored. 


Now and ever and unto a 
ges of ages. Amen. : 
tokion, TONE 3.) 8 n. (Resurrectional Theo 










ing Blood flowed from the most-pure and undefiled 


THE ORDER OF THE CONSECRATION O1 
WHEN DONE BY A BISHOP > 
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The Order that follows is as printed in the Great Trebnik (Book of Needs) 
and was the customary Order for the Consecration of a Church at least into the 
beginning of the 20th Century. For many reasons, however, the traditional Order was 
changed in significant ways in America, making it somewhat different than that which 
was previously used. (The traditional Order is still used by the Russian Orthodox 
Church (cf., Nastol'naya Kniga Svyashchennosluzhitelya, Moscow, 1977-.) In 
addition, there are variants among the revised Orders. Accordingly, one Order that 
enjoys significant usage has been added after the traditional Order. In any case, the 
decision as to what Order to follow, as well as any variations among the printed 
rubrics rests with the consecrating Bishop and he must be consulted before any 
preparations for the Consecration of a church may be made. 





Po nn 


The Full Consecration of a church is required for: a) newly-constructed or 
newly-rebuilt churches; b) for churches which have been desecrated by having been 
utilized for totally non-liturgical purposes (although intended for churches in such 
places as Russia, when such churches, having been desecrated by the state and then 
returned to the Church, there could be situations wherein a church building was sold 
and later reacquired for use as a church); c) churches earlier used by those of another 
religion, but then acquired for use as an Orthodox church; d) churches, in which repair 
work or restoration has occurred in the Altar, involving the removal of the Holy 
Table, or, owing to some unfortunate occurrence, the Holy Table was damaged. 


AA 


When the church is finished, there comes a representative, sent from the 
Bishop, a day or more beforehand; and he prepares those things which are 
necessary for the Consecration, not only within the Altar, but also in all the church, 
and, especially that the Holy Table shall stand upon four columns, with a fifth 
column bearing a small chest, in the middle; and the chest must be in the center, 
under the top of the Holy Table, about fourteen inches high, and the Holy Table 












A) in proportion to the Altar. 
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In the top of the columns, cavities are hollowed out, a couple of inches in 
depth, where the Wax-mastic is to be; in these same columns, six inches from the 
floor, notches shall be cut for holding the Cord; and around the Top, a couple of 
inches down, other such notches shall be cut for holding the Cord; and holes are 
to be bored in the corners of the Tops for both the Holy Table and the Table of 
Oblation where the nails (dowels) are to be, and hollow spaces shall be prepared 
where the heads of the nails are to be, so that the heads of the nails will lie on a 


level with the Tops; and the columns are to be pierced in such a manner that the 
nails shall enter them straight. 


The following things are required: For making fast the Holy Table, four 
nails, and as many more are required for the Table of Oblation; four stones, with 
which to drive the nails; one Altar-cloth for draping the Holy Table, and another 
for the Table of Oblation; a Cord, [sufficient in length] for binding the Holy Table; 
upper Altar-cloths (Inditia), for the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation; other 
Altar-cloths, for covering the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation; veils (Aers); 
cloths with which to wipe the Holy Table; a curtain for the Holy Doors; two 
Ilitions, for the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation; two glass containers, for the 
Rose-water and the Church-wine; a Sprinkler (Aspergillus), for sprinkling; Holy 
cps and wands; four sponges, with which to scrub the Holy Table; a sponge for 
E : IA a sponge for the Holy Cup (Chalice); a small leaden box for the 
aa cas =e the Holy Table; a taper for the Bishop, and tapers for distribu- 
es she e other clergy and the laity; incense, both of the finest sort, and also 
ias ary sort; two large candles, for carrying in procession; the church 

ers, if there be any. And round about the church it must be clean. 


Then the Top shall be taken 
on the right-hand side, and note mu 
it lay upon the columns. 


from the columns, and placed against the wall 
st be taken beforehand of the position in which 


RRT a - : PARA in front of the Holy Doors, and upon it is spr ead a 
e Holy Gospel and Precious Cross are set upon it, as well as the 


n, also, shall be of the same height, width and length, | eo jos corner, ies ix bee 
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And another small table is placed within the Altar, near the Bishop's 
throne, and an Altar-cloth is spread on it; and upon this table are placed: the Ho 
Chrism, the Church-wine and the Rose-water in their containers, a wand, a 
sprinkler; the stones with which the nails are to be driven. 





And the Holy Relics are placed upon the Paten, covered with the Star and 
an Aer: and on the eve of the Consecration they are set upon an Analogion before 
the icon of the Savior, by the right side of the Holy Doors, in the church itself. And 
outside the Altar the All-night Vigil of the Dedication and of the church is sung by 
whomsoever the Bishop shall appoint. And before the Lesser Sanctification of the 
Waters, the Relics shall be borne thence with all reverence, to a neighboring 
church, after an early Liturgy, and there placed upon the Holy Ti able in the place 
where the Holy Gospel usually lays; and the Holy Gospel shall be placed to the east 
of the Holy Relics; and a candlestick shall be placed before the Holy Relics. But if 
there be no other church nearby, then they shall stand in the same place (on the 
Analogion) until they are used. 


CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE WAX-MASTIC: 


In the morning before the coming of the Bishop, the Wax-mastic is 
composed thusly: of wax, crushed mastic (if there be no mastic, instead of it, white 
incense shall suffice), ground incense, a special incense [made from juniper resin], 
and crushed aloes (if there be no aloes, instead of it, white sulfur). And first, the 
wax shall be put in anew pot, set opposite the place where the other things are. 
And when the wax has been heated, the aforementioned things shall be put in the 
pot also. And they shall be mixed together vigorously with a pointed stick in the 
pot, so that they don't boil over. And after boiling it for a little while, the pot shall 
be removed from the heat and set off to the side. 
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MÍ the church which is to be consecrated, he is vested in all of his episcopal vestments: 
and over the hierarchical robes there is placed a special Srachitza (a special white 


Priests who are to serve, wearing similar Srachitzas over their vestments. carry 
before the Bishop the table with all the things needed for the Consecration, and set 


it on the right-hand side. And the Bishop, giving his Staff to a Sub-Deacon as he 
comes to the Holy Doors, enters the Altar. 


SS 
NOTE IN THE BOOK OF NEEDS: 


The Holy Doors are opened and an y of the laity inside leave the Altar, so 


that the Clergy performing the Office inside will not be hindered because of the 
press of the crowd. 


A 


And after [the Bishop] has prayed, he makes the Sign of the Cross over the 
concelebrants on both sides. At this time the Deacon brings Holy Water to the 
Bishop, and the Bishop, taking the Sprinkler, sprinkles the columns with Holy 
Water. Then the Sacristan brings the hot Wax-mastic, and the Bishop sprinkles the 
Wax-mastic with Holy Water, and takes the vessel containing the Wax-mastic, and 
pours it upon the columns, in the form of a Cross, to the required amount 
compassing them about; then he gives the vessel to the Sacristan. and Aa 
sprinkles the columns with Holy Water, that the Wax-mastic may harden uickly; 
and the Priests breathe upon the columns where the Wax-mastic is, until it is hard 


And when this is finished. the Protodeacon says: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 


Priests: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Bishop reads this Prayer, in the hearing of all: 


rey dre s near, and the Bishop has entered 





garment) or linen cloth. And thus arrayed, he enters into the Holy Altar: and the || 
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the name of Saint, N., (or Saints, NN.), and to consummate the raisir 


therein of a Holy Table. at Sa E 
Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
ages. 


Clergy: Amen. 


Then the Priests bring the Top, and the Bishop sprinkles it on both sides, 
and lays it upon the columns of the Holy Table. 


And while this is being done, Psalm 144 is sung: 
Psalm 144 


I will exalt Thee, O my God, my King, and I will bless Thy name for 
ever, even unto the ages of ages. Every day will I bless Thee, and I will 
praise Thy name for ever, even unto the ages of ages. Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be praised, and of His greatness there is no end. Generation and 
generation shall praise Thy works, and Thy power shall they declare. Of the 
magnificence of the glory of Thy holiness shall they speak, and they shall 
proclaim Thy wonders. And of the power of Thine awesome deeds shall they 
speak, and they shall proclaim Thy greatness. The memory of the abundance 
of Thy goodness shall they pour forth, and they shall exult in Thy righteous- 
ness. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, longsuffering and greatly- 
merciful. The Lord is good to all, and His compassions are over all His 
works. Let all Thy works give praise unto Thee, O Lord, and let Thy saints 
bless Thee. Of the glory of Thy kingdom shall they speak, and they shall tell 
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are fall that are cast down. The eyes of all hope in Thee, 
and Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand and 


| ways, and holy in all His works. Near is the Lord unto all that call upon Him, 
| to all that call upon Him in truth. The will of them that fear Him shall He do 
and He will hear their supplication and will save them. The Lord preserves 
all that love Him, but all the sinners He will destroy. My mouth shall speak 
the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy name for ever, even 
unto the ages of ages. | 


And when the Psalm is finished, the Bishop says 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Priests: Amen. 
oO 


Then four knives are brought with which to scrape away the excess wax. 


AAA 


And when the Wax-mastic has 
A i the Wax-mastic has become hard. and the places upon which it 
owed have been scraped clean, they say Psalm 22: 


Psalm 22 


As a ti Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 
nourished me He h e made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
righteousness es poren my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
the shadow of d A names sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
. Be cae eath, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me: Thy rod and 
| y , they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me in 








works. The Lord upholds all that -n 


fillest every living thing with 7hy good will. Righteous is the Lord in all His | 
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Then the Bishop says: 
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Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. |] 
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Priests: Amen. 


Then the Sacristan brings four nails, and lays them on the Holy Table; and 
the Bishop sprinkles them with Holy Water, and places them in the columns. Again, 
the Sacristan brings the four stones; and the Bishop having taken one stone, and 
the rest of the officiating clergy the others, they make firm the Holy Table. 


O — 
Afterwards, according to custom, the stones are placed under the Holy Table. 
7 . 


And when the Holy Table is established, a rug is immediately spread before 
the Holy Doors, and the cushion is laid in place (the Holy Doors being open). And 
when the Bishop has come out of the Altar and stands on the rug, the Protodeacon 


shall exclaim: 


Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


And the Priests within the Altar sing: 


Priests: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


And the Bishop kneels on the cushion (the Priests and Deacons who were 
with him, likewise kneel in the Altar), and reads this Prayer in a loud voice: 
AAA 

According to custom, this Prayer is said facing the people. 
A EEE eee 
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¡and Who hast Heaven as a throne and the earth as a footstool: Who gaves, | hese Holy Altar cea eae 
Z mün á NASALO > gavest | se Holy Altars) therein, the Altar(s) of Thy Holy 
unto poe command and a pattern; and didst inspire Bez'alel with the and operation of Thy Holy Spirit. Glorify it (them) at 
spirit wisdom, and didst enable them to complete the Tabernacle of | | celebr: 
Witness, wherein divine service and ordinances were appointed, as images 





ji 
pd 


according to the Law, that the Divine Services celebrated thereon may attain — 


unto Thy holy, most-heavenly, and noetic Altar, and bear unto us the gra ce 





“tg k sA true; Who gavest unto Solomon breadth and expanse of of Thy most-pure overshadowing, for we presume not in the service of our | 
ereby raised up the Temple of old, and to Thy holy and all- unworthy hands, but in Thine unspeakable goodness. 

praised Apostles, didst renew the service in the Spirit and the grace of the 

true Tabernacle; and through the same, O Lord of Hosts, Thou didst plant And when the Prayer is finished, the Bishop stands, and goes into the Altar 

Thy Holy Churches and Thine Altars in all the earth, wherein the Sacred and to the Holy Table; and the Protodeacon, within the Holy Altar (the Holy Doors 

Bloodless Sacrifices may be offered unto Thee; and Who now hast been being closed), says: 

well-pleased that this church should be constructed in the name of Saint. N. 

(Saints, NN.) to Thy glory, and that of Thine Only-begotten Son. and of Thy Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, 

Holy Spirit: ; O God, by Thy grace. 


Do Thou Thyself. O Immortal and Greatly-beneficent King, call to 


remembrance Thy compassions and Thy mercies Priests: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


bless Thee in Psalms, and hymns, and se of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the 


For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop] 


who make our supplications unto Thee : : 
Worshiped, and Almighty Spirit, and endef (N.); for the honorable Priesthood, and for the works of his 


this church i y : A 
light: ace a Altar (these Altars): Fill it (them) with the everlasting ue = = T PES AA 
glory aridi > iy dwelling-place; make it (them) the abode of Thy i 

> em no 
that it (they) may be eet “Aeron ty gifts; ende it (them), That He will sanctify this church, and this Altar (these 
a refuge for the weak, the lion af ae cri ee Se ih Altars) therein, by the presence and operation of the Holy 
upon it (them) day and night, and | emons. Let Thine eyes be open Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


hse vin et Thine ears be heedful of the prayer of 
who, in the fear of Thee and in reverence, shall enter reli ard call 


upon Thi - i 
p ne all-holy and worshiped Name; that whatsoever they shall ask of 
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let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will deliver us from all tribulation, wrath and 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, (and Saint, 
N. (or Saints, NN., for whom the church is being consecrated)), 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, 
and all our life unto Christ our God. 


Priests: To Thee, O Lord. 


Exclamation: 


the ages of ages. 


Priests: 


Amen. 


Then a Porringer (a ladle with 
| | a flat handle) filled with warm water, red 
wine, and rose-water is brought to the Bishop. And the Protodeacon says: 


Let us pray to the Lord. 


Priests: Lord, have mercy. 


The Bishop 
(secretly): 


, With 
bowed head. Says this Prayer over the water and wine 





For this city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation,] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, | 
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of ages. Amen. A 


saying: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


Ánd the red wine and rose-water are mingled in one vessel by the Bishop. 


Then the Sacristan brings four cloths. And the Bishop, taking one of them, 
blesses his concelebrants to take the others; and they wipe the Holy Table with 
them. And when these things are finished, Psalm 83 is said: 


Psalm 83 


How beloved are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs and 
faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh have rejoiced in the 
living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself where she may lay her young—even Thine altars, O Lord of 
hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house; unto 
ages of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man whose help is from 
Thee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 
which he has appointed, for the Lawgiver shall grant a blessing. They shall 
go from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. O Lord 
God of hosts, hearken unto my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. O God, 
our Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. For 
better is one day in Thy courts than thousands elsewhere; I have chosen 
rather to be an outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
sinners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory; 
no good things will the Lord withhold from them that walk without guile. O 
Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that hopes in Thee. 


SL EA 
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And after the Prayer he pours the warm water, thrice, upon the Holy Table, Š 
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Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. |] 
The Bishop takes from the Sacristan the red wine mingled with rose-water, | | aii 








and pours it liberally upon the Holy Table, thrice, in the form of a Cross, and they 
wet the Holy Table abundantly, stretching forth their hands: and with this same 
mixture the Bishop sprinkles the Antimension that is to be consecrated (if there be, 


and any other Antimensia, if there be such). And as he does this, he says at each 
sprinkling: 


Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou 
shalt wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow. 


And after the sprinkling of the Holy Tabl d th 
following shall be added: y e and the Antimensia, the 


Psalm 50:10-21 


ah Esas shalt make me to hear Joy and gladness; my humbled bones 
ties. Cr 
Cast m 
Restore unto me the 
establish me. I shall t 
back unto Thee. Deli 
salvation; my tongue sh 
open my lips, and 
desired sacrifice, I would have given it: 


with a sacrifice of righte 
Then shall they offer yo 





Priests: Amen. 


Then the Sacristan brings the Holy Chrism. The Bishop, taking the wand, 
anoints the Holy Table in the form of a Cross. The Protodeacon says, for the Holy 
Table and for each Antimension: 


Let us attend. 


The Bishop makes upon the Holy Table three Crosses, one in the middle, 
and on each side, a little lower down, saying three times, at each: 


Alleluia. 


And he anoints also the columns of the Holy Table, on two sides, and on 
the middle, and on the edges. Then the Priests take the Antimension (Antimensia) 
if there be any to be consecrated and lays it (them) on the Holy Table, one by one, 
below the Crosses which have been traced with the Holy Chrism, that these Crosses 
not be erased. The Bishop makes three Crosses on each Antimension with the Holy 
Chrism, as was on the Holy Table. And when this is completed, Psalm 132 is read: 


Psalm 132 


Behold, what is so good or so pleasant, as for brethren to dwell 
together in unity? It is like the myrrh upon the head that ran down upon the 
beard, the beard of Aaron, that ran down upon the edge of his garment. It is 
like the dew of Hermon that descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Then the Bishop says: 











And the Antimension (Antimensia) is (are) laid on a tray. Then the Priests 
bring the First Covering (the Srachitza). The Bishop sprinkles it without and within || 





with Holy Water, and they put it on the Holy Table. Then the Cord is brought. The 
Bishop sprinkles the Cord, and they bind the Holy Table. And it is bound in the 
following manner: The Bishop holds the end of the Cord upon the right side, at the 
first column, and [the Priests] go with the rest of the Cord around to the second 
column towards the east, whence it is carried to the bottom of the third column, 
then across to the bottom of the fourth column, and carried again to the middle of 
the first column, and fastened to end which the Bishop is holding. And again it is 
carried to the bottom of the second column, and passes, down low, to the third 
column, and is taken from there to the top of the fourth column, and from the fourth 
column is carried to the bottom of the first column, so that a Cross is formed at the 
front. And from the first column it goes to the bottom of the second column, and 
from there is carried to the top of the third column, so that a Cross is formed 
towards the east. And from the third column it is carried to the bottom of the fourth 
column, so that there is a Cross upon the north side; and from the fourth column 
it goes to the bottom of the first column. And from the bottom of the first column it 
goes to the top of the second column; and so there is formed a Cross on the south 
side. And it passes around in such manner that there are three [laps of the Cord] 


sis top, and the second end of the Cord is bound to the first end at the first 
column. 


While these things are bein 
Table is vested with the First Coverin 
once, twice, and thrice: 


§ accomplished, that is to say, while the Holy 
g and girded with the Cord, Psalm 131 is said 





Psalm 13] 


, Nor rest to my temples, until 
ord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, 


rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not a 
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anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, a 
keep My 
covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their sons also 
shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 
chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will I 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; her poor will 
I satisfy with bread; her priests will I clothe with salvation, and her saints 
shall rejoice with gladness. There will I make to spring up a horn for David; 
I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe with 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish. 


And when this is finished, the Bishop says: 


Glory to our God, unto the ages of ages. 


Then the Priests bring the Inditia, that is, the Upper Covering. The Bishop 
sprinkles it with Holy Water within and without, and they put it on the Holy Table; 
and they lay out the Ilition, and on the Ilition the Antimension (Antimensia), and 
the Holy Gospel, and the Precious Cross upon the Holy Table, and cover them with 
the Altar-cloth; and all these things are sprinkled with Holy Water. And when all 
these things have been accomplished, Psalm 92 is read: 


Psalm 92 


The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty; the Lord is clothed with 
Strength, and has girded Himself. For He has established the world which 
shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old; from everlasting art 
Thou. The rivers have lifted up, O Lord, the rivers have lifted up their 
voices. The rivers will lift up their waves, at the voices of many waters. 
Wonderful are the billows of the sea, wonderful on high is the Lord. Thy 
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Priests: Amen. 

Then the Bishop directs the first of the concelebrants to array the Table of 
Oblation with the sprinkling of Holy Water; and they set out the vessels, and the 
coverings, and cover them with an Altar-cloth, saying nothing, but only sprinkling 
them with Holy Water. Then the Bishop is divested of the special white garment. 


a r—C 


According to custom, the Priests take off their special white garments, as 
well. 


a 


~ And the Protodeacon brings the censor to the Bishop (the Holy Doors 
being opened). And the Bishop censes the Holy Table round about, and the Table 
of Oblation, and all of the Altar. And the Protodeacon goes before him with a 


candle.” And Psalm 25 is [sung] many times, until the Altar and the whole church 
has been censed in the usual manner. 


SS y o 


The Protodeacon holds a lit candle. In view of a NOTE later on in the Book 
of Needs that refers to the fact that no candles have been lit in the Altar up to that 
point, the candle held by the Protodeacon is taken from one of the four candles 
formerly set at the comers of the special table prepared for the necessary things before 
the All-night Vigil before the Consecration. When the Consecration began the table 


was carried into the Altar by the Priests and the four ed 
candles (although not not 
there) will have been placed before the icons of the id : 
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Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. | | 
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e Judge me, O Lord, for I have walked in mine 


in the Lord I shall not grow weak. Prove me, O Lord, and tr 


with fire my reins and my heart. For Thy mercy is mine eye | 


congregation of evil-doers, and with the ungodly I will not sit. I will wash 
my hands in innocence, and I will compass Thine altar, O Lord, that I may 
hear the voice of Thy praise and tell of all Thy wondrous works. O Lord, I 
have loved the splendor of Thy house, and the place where Thy glory dwells. 
Destroy not my soul with the ungodly, nor my life with men of blood, in 
whose hands are iniquities; their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, 
I have walked in mine innocence; deliver me, O Lord, and have mercy 

on me. My foot has stood in uprightness; in the congregations will I bless 
Thee, O Lord. 


And as the Bishop censes, two Archimandrites, or Igumens, or Priests, 
follow him. One sprinkles the walls with Holy Water; the second, holding the vessel 
of Holy Chrism, anoints them with the wand, in the form of a Cross, dipping it in 
the Chrism, first in the Altar over the High Place and above the windows; then E 
the western doors of the church; then on the south side and the north side over t : 
doors (or over the windows on the south and north sides); and if these places be hig 
Up, steps (or a long wand) are used. 


And when the censing and the Psalm are finished, the Bishop enters the 
Altar, and Says: 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 


have been well-pleasing in Thy truth. I have not sat with the council ¢ f 
vanity, nor shall I enter in with them that transgress the law. I have hated the | 
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p us, s veu: have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, | 





Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 





Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Bishop does not say the Exclamation. but the Protodeacon says: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 


And the Bishop's Mitre is removed. And standing before the Holy Table, 
the Bishop says, very loud. the Prayer: 











O Lord of Heaven and earth, Who with ineffable wisdom hast 
founded Thy Holy Church, and, according to the model of the service of the 


Angels in Heaven, hast appointed the order of the Priesthood on earth. Do 
Thou, O Compassionate 


ones worthy to entreat 
goodness may be ma 
many ways unto the r 
gavest the advent in t 
manifest on earth, a 
were in darkness, He offered Himself u 








built churches, established altars, and 
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erected to Thy praise, and show forth this Altar (hese 4 
it as the Holy of Holies, that we who stand before it (them), 


) at 
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dread throne of Thy Kingdom, may serve uncondemned, sending up etitions jf 
Thy | 





for us and for all Thy people, and offering the Bloodless Sacrifice to 
goodness, unto the remission of sins both voluntary and involuntary, unto the © 
governing of our life, unto the leading to a good course of life, and the 
fulfilling of all righteousness. For blessed be Thy Most-holy Name: of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 
Bishop: Peace be unto all. 
Priests: And to your spirit. 


Protodeacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 


Priests: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Bishop says this Prayer (secretly): 


We thank Thee, O Lord God of Hosts, for as Thou hast poured out 
grace on Thy Holy Apostles, and on our Venerable Fathers, so Thou hast 
vouchsafed to extend this even unto us sinners, Thy useless servants, for the 
sake of Thy great love for mankind. Therefore, we pray Thee, O Most- 
merciful Master: Do Thou fill with glory, and holiness, and grace, this Altar 
(these Altars), that the Bloodless Sacrifices which shall be offered on it 
(them), may be transformed into the Most-pure Body and Precious Blood of 
our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, unto the 
salvation of all Thy people and [of us, who are unworthy””]. 











Exclamation: 


For Thou art our God, a God Who showest mercy and savest, and 
unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 


At the conclusion of this, there is brought to the Bishop a candlestick, and 
therein a new, unlit taper, which the Bishop lights with his own hands and places 
on the High Place behind the Holy Table. 





NOTE in the Book of Needs 


Up to this point in the Consecration no candles have been lit in the Altar. 





Then the Sacristan directs how they are to go to another church, with the 
Cross, for the Holy Relics: the Bishop gives the Holy Gospel and the Cross to the 
Priests, and distributes the tapers in the Altar to those present, and coming forth 
from the Altar to the Ambon, to the laity. Then the Bishop re-enters the Altar; and 
preceded by the Priests, the Bishop goes forth from the Altar through the church 


doors for the Holy Relics, taking his Staff at the Holy Doors from a Reader/Singer, 
and says: 


Let us depart in peace. 


ee shia go for the Holy Relics, according to the ritual: in front are borne the 
etal anners, and the icons (as is customary for a Cross-Procession). The 
p is supported by two Deacons. And the Priests walk before the Bishop. 


carrying the Holy Gospels and the Cross; and the Protodeacon and the Deacons 
cense. The Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


Un Va i E AS j [ + f a 4 
€ A 31 i VL Ul "4 i y Avia t Ie it . 
À me Ma nt AN 
à =~ Bi vie PA > ES IRA AA t e: 
people, give peace to Thy habitation and to our souls gre 


o 7 TE j 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 10w and A ve 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. | 


(Kontakion, TONE 8) The universe offers the God-bearing Martyrs as 
the first-fruits of nature, to Thee, O Lord the Gardener of Creation. 
Through the Theotokos and their prayers preserve Thy Church— 
Thy habitation—in deep peace, O Greatly-merciful One. 


And when the Bishop has come to the church where the Holy Relics are 
placed, he enters the Altar through the Holy Doors, with two of the concelebrants 
there present. And at the Holy Doors he gives his Staff to a Reader. And they 
venerate the Holy Relics; and the Bishop makes the Sign of the Cross over them 
that stand there. And the Protodeacon says the Little Litany before the Holy Doors 
(the Priests respond from within the Altar): 


Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Priests: Lord, have mercy. (after each) 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


Priests: To Thee, O Lord. 


The Bishop says the Exclamation before the Holy Table: 













(thrice) 
Protodeacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Bishop is divested of his Mitre, which is laid upon a tray. And the 
Bishop says this Prayer: 


O Lord our God, faithful in Thy words, and steadfast in Thy 
promises; Who hast enabled Thy Holy Martyrs to fight the good fight and to 
fulfil the course of godliness, and to keep the faith of the true confession: Do 
Thou Thyself, O Most-holy Master, be entreated by their prayers, and grant 
unto us, Thine unworthy servants, to have a portion and inheritance with 


them; that being imitators of them, we also may be counted worthy to obtain 
the good things which await them. 


Exclamation: 


Through the merc 
Son, with Whom Thou art 
Lifegiving Spirit, now an 


y and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten 
blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good and 
d ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Bishop: Peace be unto all. 








Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 
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Clergy: To Thee, O Lord. 
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And the Bishop prays (secretly): > 
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O Lord our God, through the prayers of our Most-pure Sovereign 
Lady, the Theotokos, and of all Thy Saints, direct the works of the hands of 
us, Thine unworthy servants, and count us worthy, that in all things, we may 
prove acceptable unto Thy goodness. 


Exclamation: 


Blessed and most-glorified be the majesty of Thy Kingdom: of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


The Bishop then takes the censer from the Protodeacon, and censes the 
Holy Relics thrice three times; and giving up the censer, and taking the Holy Paten 
with the Holy Relics, covered with an Aer over the Star, he sets it upon his head, 
and goes out through the Holy Doors, supported by the chief priestly-celebrants. 
But the Bishop himself holds the Paten with both hands. And thus they go forth, 
according to their rank. In front are borne the church banners, and the icon of the 
church. Before the icon goes the Choir; then the Priests, then the Candle-bearer 
with the Staff: and the Mitre is borne in the middle. Then the Protodeacon anda 
Deacon go with censers and cense the Holy Relics and the Bishop; and over the 
Paten Deacons bear two or four Fans. Before the Bishop Subdeacons bear the 
Trikiri and Dikiri (triple-branched and double-branched candlesticks). 


The Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 3: 
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“And if there be time, they sing also the following Irmosi: 
TONE 3, Ode 3 


O Lord, the Confirmation of them that set their hope on Thee, do 
Thou confirm Thy Church, which Thou hast acquired by Thy 
precious Blood. 


TONE 8, Ode 3 


O Creator of the firmament, Lord of the vault of Heaven, and 
Founder of the Church: Do Thou establish me in the love of Thee, 


O only Lover of Mankind, the Summit of desire, the Confirmation of 
the faithful. 


TONE 5, Ode 3 


O Christ Who didst erect the earth upon nothingness at Thy 
command, and didst suspend it, hanging unsupported: Do Thou 
establish Thy Church on the immovable rock of Thy commandments, 
O Thou Who alone art good and the Lover of Mankind. 


When they come to the church being consecrated, they circle around il 


from the western doors to the southern side, and so on to the east; and a Priest, 
going on before, sprinkles the church with Holy Water. And ben they come in 
a of the Great Doors (1.e., the main entrance, usually the western doors) of the 
church, the Choir sings the following Troparia, in TONE 7: 





x holy pe who fought the good fight and have received your 
Owns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our souls. 
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Then the Bishop takes from his head the F eh oie 
sets it on the table prepared in front of the church doors. 





enter the church.) 


And the doors being shut or veiled with a curtain, the Priests stand with the | 


Holy Icons, the Holy Gospel and the Cross, behind the table which is in front of the 
doors, turning toward the west (with the Bishop facing them); and on the table is 
spread an Altar-cloth, and at the corners stand four candlesticks (or two); and the 
Deacons hold the Fans over the Holy Relics. 


Then the Protodeacon brings the censer to the Bishop. And the Bishop, 
taking it, censes the Holy Paten thrice three times, as also the Holy Gospel, the 
Cross, and the Icons, on the right and on the left; and also the Clergy. 


And afier the censing, the Protodeacon takes the censer from the Bishop, 
and censes the Bishop thrice. 


And the Bishop, standing before the Holy Relics, says: 


Blessed art Thou always, O Christ our God, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


And the Choir inside the church answers: 
Amen. 
And the Bishop says: 


Lift up your gates, O you princes, and be lifted up, O eternal gates; 
and the King of Glory shall enter in. 


Relics thrice. And he puts on his Mitre and signs the Priests on either side with the | 
sign of the Cross. (And while the Singers sings the Troparia they (that is, the Choir) — 
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Again the Bishop says, a second time: 









Lift up your gates, O you princes, and be lifted up, O eternal gates; 
and the King of Glory shall enter in. 


And the Choir sings: 
Who is this King of Glory? 
Protodeacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


The Bishop's Mitre is removed, and he says this Prayer in a loud voice 


















O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who art blessed forever, 

Who through the veil of His flesh hath renewed for us an entrance into the 
Church of the first-born, who are written in Heaven, where is the abode of 
them that rejoice, and the voice of gladness: Do Thou Thyself, O Master 
Who lovest mankind, look upon us, Thy sinful and unworthy servants, 
feasting the renewal of the honorable Church of N., according to the pattern 
of Thy most-holy Church, that is, of our own body, which Thou hast 
seni us, by the all-praised Apostle Paul, to call Thy church and 
a opto O and do Thou establish it immovable unto the end of 
we may offer + de Th ee. And count us worthy that, without reproach, 
Holy Spirit a RR and doxologies unto Thy glory, and unto Thy 
al ia : Ao erstanding, and with all emotion; and that those who 
compassions; and th Pores may show themselves worthy of Thy divine 
unto Thi k at these prayers offered up by us and by all Thy people 
ne ineffable deep compassion, may be acceptable unto Thy 
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For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Saints, anc 
unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the |f 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. AN ne 





Choir: Amen. 
Bishop: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 


Protodeacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 

And the Bishop reads the Prayer of the Entrance (secretly): 

O Master, Lord our God, Who hast appointed in Heaven orders and 
hosts of Angels and Archangels for the service of Thy glory: Grant that with 
our entrance there may be an entrance of Holy Angels, serving with us and 
glorifying with us Thy goodness. 

Exclamation: 

For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 


ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Then the Bishop takes the Paten with the Holy Relics, and Signs the doors 
of the church in the Sign of the Cross, and says: 
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The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory 






And while the Choir sings this for the last time, the table is removed, and || 


the Bishop sets the Paten with the Relics on his head; and they enter the church. At 
that moment the Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


As Thou hast shown forth the splendor of the firmament on high, | 


together with the beauty of the holy habitation of Thy glory here 
below, O Lord, do Thou confirm the same unto the ages of ages, and 
accept our prayers continuously offered therein unto Thee: Through 
the Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all 


Ánd the Bishop goes into the Holy Altar through the Holy Doors, and sets 
able with the Holy Relics on the Holy Table, and venerates the Holy Relics. 
dote qu ee y nons is put upon him. Then the Protodeacon brings the censer 
o the Bishop, and the Bishop takes it, and censes the Holy Relics thrice three times, 


and his concelebrants on both sides A 
i . And the Protodeac - ; m 
the Bishop, censes the Bishop thrice. Se ne ne Con 


the GI e rth prays, and blesses his concelebrants, and takes the Aer and 
for the Holy Relics ste the Sacristan brings the Holy Chrism, and the chest 
brings the Wax-m és = z beneath the Holy Table. After him the Subdeacon 
Relics, unfoldin “f 16 witich is somewhat cooled. And the Bishop takes the Holy 
portions, encas = rom the paper in which they have been wrapped, in three 

cain wax, and places them in the chest, having first anointed them 


with the Holy Chrism; 
to the Sacristan. and he pours some of the Wax-mastic, and gives the ches! 


Ánd the Sacristan taking i 
8 it, and kissing the h ; s the 
chest, and lays it under the Holy Table, in sae ara pie. 


Then the Bi 
Antimensia) (ifthe omic lays the Prepared particles in the Antimension (0 
y to be consecrated), having first anointed inside a little 
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When there is no other church nearby he church whi 
crated, then the Holy Relics are placed, in the same manner, or 


evening on an Analogion before the icon of the Savior to 
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Doors, in the church which is to be consecrated. And when the time comes to go for - 


the Relics, the Bishop comes out through the Holy Doors and stands before the | 


Relics on an Eagle-rug; and, praying, he blesses his concelebrants. Then he takes 
the censer and censes the Holy Relics thrice three times, while the Choir sings the 
Troparion, “As with fine purple linen...” and the Kontakion, “The universe 
offers...” And when the Choir has finished singing, the Protodeacon says the Little 
Litany before the Relics, and all things are done according to the ritual, as already 
set forth herein. After this, the Bishop takes the Holy Relics on his head, and goes 
with the Cross around the church, according to the ritual. 


And when it is in no way possible to go around the church with the Holy 
Relics, then they go forth before the Great Doors of the church, and the Bishop sets 
the Holy Relics on the table there made ready and venerates them; and taking the 
censer from the Protodeacon, he censes the Holy Relics thrice three times. And 
everything is done according to the order already prescribed. And after all has 
been accomplished, the Bishop sets the Holy Relics on his head, and having blessed 
the Great Doors of the church with them, he sets them again upon his head. And 
entering the Altar through the Holy Doors, he makes a circuit around the Altar 
once with the Holy Relics, instead of going around the church, as should have been 
done. And he sets the Holy Relics upon the Holy Table, and lays them in the chest 
and in the Antimensia, and does the rest, according to the order set forth above. 
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And when this has been fulfilled, the Protodeacon says: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Priests: 


Lord, have mercy. 


And the Bishop says the Prayer: 









this (these), Thy most-honorable Altar (Altars), count us worthy, uncon- | 
| demned, to offer up unto Thee, on it (them), the Bloodless Sacrifice. And 
grant unto us all petitions which are unto salvation, vouchsafing also to the | 
Relics therein of those who have suffered for Thy holy Name, the gift of 
working miracles, through them, for our salvation 


Exclamation: 


For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory: of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever. and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Priests: 


Amen. 










Then the Protodeacon says: 


Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


The Bishop having kneeled 


kneel also), reads this P (and the people there present in the church 


rayer in the hearing of all: 





O Lord our God, Who b T : 
leading it into labo ana nd a word alone didst create the world, 


didst set Thy Spirit hovering above it. a 
the sun upon it, for its renewal; Who 


also, seeing, even this m 

, : Ost radiant 
glorify Thee, the Sun of th 
through Thy Son, hast co 


mmanded us to renew our nature by Thy Holy 
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was the image of the new covenant) in ' 


Mount Sinai, and in that wondrous Bush that burned, 
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Witness, and in that exceedingly beautiful Temple of Solomon, receives 


renewal: With merciful eyes do Thou look upon us Thy sinful and unworthy 
servants who abide in this house like unto Heaven, the boast of the universe, 
the true Altar of Thine ineffable glory, and send down upon us, Thine 
inheritance, Thy Most-holy Spirit. And, according to the divine David, renew 
a right spirit in our hearts, and with Thy governing Spirit establish us. And 
grant unto them that rule over us victories over enemies both visible and 
invisible, and unto us peace and concord. And give remission of sins unto 
them that have diligently completed this building and the consecration of a 
church by Thy word, granting unto them such petitions as are unto salvation. 

Stir them up to the fulfilling of Thy commandments; grant unto them the 

renewal of the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, that uncondemned they may worship 

Thee, the only True God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent: Through 

the prayers of the Theotokos, of Saint, N. (Saints, NN.—the Saint(s) to whom 

the church is dedicated), and of all Thy Saints. Amen. 


And after the Prayer the Bishop rises, as do the others. And the Proto- 
deacon says the Litany: 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, 
O God, by Thy grace. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 


Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 
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For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Holy and 

Precious Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up 
| glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Then the Bishop goes, with his Staff, to the place where he usually is vested 
(to the Cathedra in the middle of the church), if there be such a place. But if there be 
no vesting-place, he stands on the Ambon in front of the Altar. And the Priests 


stand on either side, according to rank. And when the Bishop has stood there and 
prayed, he blesses those present. And the Protodeacon says the Litany: 





Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy (thrice, after each petition). 


Again we pray for our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or 
Archbishop] (N.); and for all our brethren in Christ. 


Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil 
authorities, and for the armed forces. 


Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable founders 
of this holy temple. 


pa A for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, 
f e forgiveness and remission of sins for the servants 
ot God, our brethren of this holy temple. 
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great and rich mercy. 


The Bishop says the Exclamation: a 2 : 
¡$ 


For Thou art a merciful God, and the Lover of Mankind, and unto 
Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Choir: Amen. 
Then the Sacristan brings to the Bishop a Cross upon a tray. And the 
Bishop takes the Cross, and standing on the same vesting-place (or on the Ambon 
before the Altar) he blesses thrice with the Cross, on four sides: to the east, and the 


west, and the south, and the north. And the Protodeacon censes opposite the Cross 
thrice on each side, and, as he passes over to each side, he says: 


(Let us pray to the Lord.) Let us all say, “Lord, have mercy”. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


After the blessing, the Protodeacon says: 


Wisdom. 


And the Bishop, laying the Cross upon the Sacristan 's tray, goes (if he has 
been standing upon the vesting-place) to the Ambon before the Altar, bearing his 
Staff, and saying: 


Most-holy Theotokos, save us. 


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos, ever blessed and 
most pure and the Mother of our God, more honorable than 


the Cherubim and, more glorious beyond compare than the 
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Slory to Thee, O Christ our God, and our Hope, glory t 
Thee. 
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Choir: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, | 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
Master, bless. 


And the Bishop, ascending the Ambon, and giving his Staff. again takes the | 
Cross, and gives the Dismissal with the Cross. After the Dismissal, the Protodeacon 
proclaims (in the customary manner), MANY YEARS. And after this, the Deacon 
brings Holy Water to the Bishop. And the Bishop sprinkles Holy Water in the 
direction of the walls: west, north and south. After the sprinkling. the Bishop 
himself kisses the Precious Cross, and afier him the rest of the clergy and the 
people kiss it likewise; and he sprinkles each of them with Holy Water. And while 


the people kiss it, the Choir sings, MANY YEARS. And when this has been sung, 
the Hours are begun. 
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In some places the “Many Years” is deferred to the end of the Divine Liturgy. 
-~-o l ee 


At the Liturgy, the Prokeimena, Allelui | 
: , Alleluia and Communion Hymns of the 
Consecration and of the church are used. The Readin gs from the A postol are (320) 


Heb. 9:1-8 and that of the church. Th 
. The Readin > Gos > (37 from the 
center) John 10:22-27 and that of the ood from the Gospel are (37 fron 
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ORDER OF TH A CONSECRATION C 
WHEN DONE BY A BISHOP ME 
k $ F a | 
The general preparations are the same as for the Traditional Order. Note 
must be taken, however, of the characteristics of the Holy Table, that is, whether the 
Top will rest on columns, or on solid sides. If the Holy Table is constructed of solid 
sides, then a space must be hollowed out of the Top for the placing of the Holy Relics. 
If there be a center column under the Top of such a Holy Table, then an opening all 
the way through the Top is made so that the box containing the Holy Relics may rest 
on top of the central column; if this be the case, the center column must be con- 
structed high enough to reach near to the Top of the Holy Table, rather than the 
traditional fourteen inches. (Sometimes, even though there be four corner columns 
with which to support the Top of the Holy Table, constructed in the traditional 
manner, a space is still hollowed out of the Top for the placing of the Holy Relics.) 

The Preparation of the Wax-mastic is done as in the traditional Order. 


The All-night Vigil for the Consecration and the church is sung according to 
traditional Order as is the Lesser Sanctification of the Waters. As the Holy Relics 
rarely are transferred to another church, they remain on the specially-prepared 
Analogion set before icon of the Savior to the right of the Holy Doors. 


ES 


THE BEGINNING OF THE CONSECRATION 


When the time for the Holy Liturgy draws near, and the Bishop has entered 
the church which is to be consecrated, he is vested in all of his episcopal vestments; 
and over the hierarchical robes there is placed a special Srachitza (a special white 
garment) or linen cloth. And thus arrayed, he enters into the Holy Altar; and the 
Priests who are to serve, wearing similar Srachitzas over their vestments, carry 
before the Bishop the table with all the things needed for the Consecration, and set 
it on the right-hand side. And the Bishop, giving his Staff to a Sub-Deacon as he 
comes to the Holy Doors, enters the Altar. 
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a Holy Tab with oly Water. Then Deacon brings the hot Wax-mastic, « d th 
Bishop sprinkles the Wax-mastic with Holy Water, and takes the vessel containin, 
the Wax-mastic, and pours a small amount of it upon the Top in several places, 
| which symbolizes its founding. | 


And when this is finished, the Protodeacon says: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Priests: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Bishop reads this Prayer, in the hearing of all 












of man for salvation: Do Thou accept the prayer of us, Thine unworthy 
servants, and enable us, at this present hour, to accomplish, without 
condemnation, the consecration of this church, constructed to Thy praise in 


the name of Saint, N., (or Saints, NN.), and to consummate the raising up 
therein of a Holy Table. 


Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 


E the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 


Clergy: Amen. 


Then the Bishop sprinkles the H ; 
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is being done, Psalm 144 is sung (or fai able with Holy Water. And while thi 
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O Lord God, our Savior, Who createst all things and makest the race | 
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of ages. Great is the Lord and | 
of His greatness there is no end. Generation and || — 





greatly to be praised, and 


generation shall praise Thy works, and Thy power shall they declare. Of the | aia 


magnificence of the glory of Thy holiness shall they speak, and they shall 
proclaim Thy wonders. And of the power of Thine awesome deeds shall they 
speak, and they shall proclaim Thy greatness. The memory of the abundance 
of Thy goodness shall they pour forth, and they shall exult in Thy righteous- 
ness. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, longsuffering and greatly- 
merciful. The Lord is good to all, and His compassions are over all His 
works. Let all Thy works give praise unto Thee, O Lord, and let Thy saints 
bless Thee. Of the glory of Thy kingdom shall they speak, and they shall tell 
of Thy power; to make Thy power known to the sons of men, and the glory 
of the magnificence of Thy kingdom. Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all the 
ages, and Thy dominion is in every generation and generation. F aithful is the 
Lord in all His words, and holy in all His works. The Lord upholds all that 
are falling, and sets up all that are cast down. The eyes of all hope in Thee, 

and Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand and 

fillest every living thing with Thy good will. Righteous is the Lord in all His 

ways, and holy in all His works. Near is the Lord unto all that call upon Him, 

to all that call upon Him in truth. The will of them that fear Him shall He do, 

and He will hear their supplication and will save them. The Lord preserves 

all that love Him, but all the sinners He will destroy. My mouth shall speak 

the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy name for ever, even 

unto the ages of ages. 


And when the Psalm is finished, the Bishop says: 
Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 















which it had overflowed are being scraped clean, Psalm 22 is said: 
Psalm 22 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and 1 shall not want. In a place of green 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me in 
the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it is! Thy mercy also shall 


follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
unto length of days. 


Then the Bishop says: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 


Table: wal i rer ee four nails (or dowels), and lays them on the Holy 
columns. Again, the ae za Si with Holy Water, and places them in the 
one stone, and the rest of th n brings the four stones; and the Bishop having taken 
Table. f 1e officiating clergy the others, they make firm the Holy 
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Afterw » 
ards, according to custom, the stones are placed under the Holy Table. 
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And when the Wax-mastic has become hard, and while the places upon 


> > 5 
PUF S, G i Í 
o p 


IDA i a> 3 y” ; 3 

40 come OL SF IN A time r tOr 

— t he y 4i Q he Attal unú DECESE 
mA m 


4 e 5 a + 


And the Priests within the Altar sing: 


Priests: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


And the Bishop kneels on the cushion (the Priests and Deacons who were 
with him, likewise kneel in the Altar), and reads this Prayer in a loud voice: 


TF + + + + AAA E —— 


According to custom, this Prayer is said facing the people. 


a K|/_ —— — 


O God Who art without beginning and eternal; Who from nothing- 
ness bringest all things into being; Who dwellest in the unapproachable light, 
and Who hast Heaven as a throne and the earth as a footstool; Who gavest 
unto Moses a command and a pattern; and didst inspire Bez’alel with the 
spirit of wisdom, and didst enable them to complete the Tabernacle of 
Witness, wherein divine service and ordinances were appointed, as images 
and types of the true; Who gavest unto Solomon breadth and expanse of 
heart, and thereby raised up the Temple of old, and to Thy holy and all- 
praised Apostles, didst renew the service in the Spirit and the grace of the 
true Tabernacle; and through the same, O Lord of Hosts, Thou didst plant 
Thy Holy Churches and Thine Altars in all the earth, wherein the Sacred and 
Bloodless Sacrifices may be offered unto Thee; and Who now hast been 
well-pleased that this church should be constructed in the name of Saint, X. 
(Saints, NN.) to Thy glory, and that of Thine Only-begotten Son, and of Thy 
Holy Spirit: 

Do Thou Thyself, O Immortal and Greatly-beneficent King, call to 
remembrance Thy compassions and Thy mercies, which are from everlasting, 
and abhor not us who are defiled by a multitude of sins, neither disannul Thy 


Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. — 
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LEARN US, al j enat us, by the grace and sC un 
|| Thy Life-giving and Fo! Spirit, to accomplish, without judgment, t 
ML renewal of this church and fulfil the consecration, therein, of this Altar (4 s 
_ Altars), that in it (them) we may bless Thee in Psalms, and hymns, and 














| the earth, hearken unto us sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, 
and send down Thy Most-holy, Worshiped, and Almighty Spirit, and sanctify 
this church, and this Altar (these Altars): Fill it (them) with the everlasting 


| through the Mystical Services, and magnify always Thy deep compassion. ’ 
Yea, O Master, Lord God our Savior, Thou Hope of all the ends of 


light; elect it (them) for Thy dwelling-place, make it (them) the abode of Thy I| 


glory, adorn it (them) with Thy divine and heavenly gifts, order it (them), 
that it (they) may be a haven for the storm-tossed, the healing of passions, 
a refuge for the weak, the expulsion of demons. Let Thine eyes be open 
upon it (them) day and night, and let Thine ears be heedful of the prayer of 
those who, in the fear of Thee and in reverence, shall enter therein, and call 
upon Thine all-holy and worshiped Name; that whatsoever they shall ask of 
Thee, Thou shalt hear it in Heaven above, and do it, and show mercy. Keep 
it indestructible even unto the end of the ages, and show forth the Holy Altar 
rr Holy Altars) therein, the Altar(s) of Thy Holy Things, by the power 
me es of Thy Holy Spirit. Glorify it (them) above the Mercy-Seat 
odas me that the Divine Services celebrated thereon may attain 
of Thy pad Se a noetic Altar, and bear unto us the grace 
SEA bl adowing; for we presume not in the service of our 
orthy hands, but in Thine unspeakable goodness. 















And is fini 
when the Prayer is finished, the Bishop stands, and goes into the Altar 


to the Holy Table; and ats 
being closed), says: nd the Protodeacon, within the Holy Altar (the Holy Doors 


Help us, save us, have m 
> s er on us, 
O God, by Thy grace. cy on us, raise us up, and keep 


Priests: 
Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 





Priests: 
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For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop] 
(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, and for the works of his 
hands: and for the Priests and Deacons who are with him, let 
us pray to the Lord. 


That He will sanctify this church, and this Altar (these 
Altars) therein, by the presence and operation of the Holy 
Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 
for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. | 


For this city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation,] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 


let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will deliver us from all tribulation, wrath and 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, (and Saint, 
N. (or Saints, NN., for whom the church is being consecrated)), 
with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, 
and all our life unto Christ our God. 





To Thee, O Lord. 
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Mart rs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up glory: o | faints for the of the | y | i y my heart i 1) 


living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the 
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the ages of ages. 
Priests: Amen. 


Then a porringer (a ladle with a flat handle) filled with warm water, red 
wine, and rose-water is brought to the Bishop. And the Protodeacon says 


Let us pray to the Lord. 


Priests: Lord, have mercy. 





ae ee wiin bowed head, says this Prayer over the water and wine 


O Lord our God, Who didst sanctify 

A 0 : the streams of Jordan by Thy 

= pp Do Thou Thyself send down now also the grace of Thy 
y Spirit, and bless this water and wine, unto the sanctification and 


completion of thi i 
RA his Thine Altar. For blessed art Thou unto the ages of ages. 


And after the P 
saying: fier the Prayer he pours the warm water, thrice, upon the Holy Table, 


In the N . 
Amen. ame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


And the red wi 
red wine and rose-water are mingled in one vessel by the Bishop. 


Then the Deacon brin 
blesses his concelebrants to 
them. And while these things 


rae four cloths. And the Bishop, taking one of them, 
i Ni others; and they wipe the Holy Table with 
re being accomplished, Psalm 83 is said: 





nest for herself where she may lay her young—even Thine a tars, O Lord of || 
hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house; unto i 
ages of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man whose help is from 
Thee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 
which he has appointed, for the Lawgiver shall grant a blessing. They shall 
go from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. O Lord 
God of hosts, hearken unto my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. O God, 
our Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. For 
better is one day in Thy courts than thousands elsewhere; I have chosen | 

rather to be an outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of | 

sinners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory; Ig 
no good things will the Lord withhold from them that walk without guile. O 1 


Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that hopes in Thee. | 


And when the Holy Table has been washed and wiped, the Bishop says: 
Glory to our God unto the ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 


The Bishop takes from the Deacon the red wine mingled with rose-water, 
and pours it liberally upon the Holy 1 able, thrice, in the form of a Cross, and they 
wet the Holy Table abundantly, stretching forth their hands. And as he does this, 
he says at each sprinkling: 


Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou 
shalt wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow. 


And after the sprinkling of the Holy Table, the following shall be added: 
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‘Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness, my humbled bone 
| shall rejoice. Turn Thy face away from my sins, and blot out all mine iniqui. 
ties. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. || 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and with Thy governing Spirit 
establish me. I shall teach transgressors Thy ways, and the ungodly shall tum 
back unto Thee. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my 
salvation; my tongue shall rejoice in Thy righteousness. O Lord, Thou shalt 
open my lips, and my mouth shall declare Thy praise. For if Thou hadst 
desired sacrifice, I would have given it; with whole burnt-offerings Thou 
shalt not be pleased. A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
humbled heart God will not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Thy good pleasure 
unto Sion, and let the walls of Jerusalem be built. Then shalt Thou be pleased 
with a sacrifice of righteousness, with oblation and whole burnt-offerings. 
Then shall they offer young bulls upon Thine altar. 











= While Psalm 50 is being said, the Deacon brings the sponges. The Bishop 
akes one sponge, and his concelebrants the others; and they wipe the Holy Table 
with the sponges. Then the Bishop says: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Priests: Amen. 


Then, preceded by the Priests 
, the Bish h 
the Holy Doors for the Holy Relics, ae eet fram the Alcor TEA 


Let us depart in peace. 
As th 
s they go for the Holy Relics, the Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


As wi 
dol e linen, Thy Church has been adorned with the 
y Martyrs throughout the world, O Christ our God. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, anc to the E 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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(Kontakion, TONE 8) The universe offers the God-bearing Martyrs as | | 


the first-fruits of nature, to Thee, O Lord the Gardener of Creation. 
Through the Theotokos and their prayers preserve Thy Church— 
Thy habitation—in deep peace, O Greatly-merciful One. 


During the singing of the Troparion and Kontakion, the Bishop comes and 
stands upon an Eagle Rug before the Analogion whereon rests the Holy Relics. The 
Priests stand to his right and left. The Bishop makes three prostrations before the 
Holy Relics and blesses those around him. The Protodeacon says the Little Litany: 


Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each) 


Help us, save us, have mercy On us, and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 


life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


Exclamation: 


For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Precious 
Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 


the ages of ages. 
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- Holy God, Holy , Holy Immortal, have mercy on us 


thrice) 
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| Protodeacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 






Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
And the Bishop is divested of his Mitre, which is laid upon a tray. And the 
Bishop says this Prayer: 


O Lord our God, faithful in Thy words, and steadfast in Thy 
promises; Who hast enabled Thy Holy Martyrs to fight the good fight and to 
fulfil the course of godliness, and to keep the faith of the true confession: Do 
Thou Thyself, O Most-holy Master, be entreated by their prayers, and grant 
unto us, Thine unworthy servants, to have a portion and inheritance with 
them; that being imitators of them, we also may be counted worthy to obtain 
the good things which await them. 















Exclamation: 


E Through the mercy and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten 
e. with Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good and 
ife-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Bishop: Peace be unto all. 


Clergy: And to your spirit. 


Protodeacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 


Clergy: To Thee, O Lord. 












| sal PA i 
Lady, the Theotokos, and of all Thy Saints, direct the wc dd 
us, Thine unworthy servants, and count us worthy, | rat in all things, we ma 


prove acceptable unto Thy goodness. 


Exclamation: 


Blessed and most-glorified be the majesty of Thy Kingdom: of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 


ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

The Bishop then takes the censer from the Protodeacon, and censes the 
Holy Relics thrice three times; and giving up the censer, and taking the Holy Paten 
with the Holy Relics, covered with an Aer over the Star, he sets it upon his head, 
and goes out through the main (western) doors of the church, supported by the 
chief priestly-celebrants. But the Bishop himself holds the Paten with both hands. 
And thus they go forth, according to their rank. In front are borne the church 
banners, and the Icon of the church. Before the Icon goes the Choir; then the 
Priests, then the Candle-bearer with the Staff; and the Mitre is borne in the middle. 
Then the Protodeacon and a Deacon go with censers and cense the Holy Relics and 
the Bishop; and over the Paten Deacons bear two or four Fans. Before the Bishop 
Subdeacons bear the Trikiri and Dikiri (triple-branched and double-branched 


candlesticks). 
The Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 3: 


O Good One, Who didst establish Thy Church upon the rock of 
faith: Do Thou guide aright our supplications therein, and accept the 
people, crying out in faith unto Thee: Save us, O our God, save us. 


And if there be time, they sing also the following Irmosi: 
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precious Blood. 


TONE 8, Ode 3 


O Creator of the firmament, Lord of the vault of Heaven, and 
Founder of the Church: Do Thou establish me in the love of Thee, 
O only Lover of Mankind, the Summit of desire, the Confirmation of 
the faithful. 


TONE 5, Ode 3 


O Christ Who didst erect the earth upon nothingness at Thy 
command, and didst suspend it, hanging unsupported: Do Thou 
establish Thy Church on the immovable rock of Thy commandments, 
O Thou Who alone art good and the Lover of Mankind. 















The Cross-procession circles around the church from the western doors 10 
the southern side, and so on to the east; and a Priest, going on before, sprinkles the 
church with Holy Water. And when they come in front of the main entrance of the 
church, the Choir sings the following Troparia, in TONE 7: 


O holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have received your 
crowns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our souls. 


Glory to Thee, O Christ God, the Apostles’ boast, the 


Martyrs’ joy, whose preachi 
Trinity. P ing was the Consubstantial 


Eo eey e Bishop takes from his head the Paten with the Holy Relics, and 
elie thrice And epared in front of the church doors. And he venerates the Holy 
: e puts on his Mitre and signs the Priests on either side with the 


d a oT | 3 i confirm Thy Church, which Thou hast acquired by Thy | 
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| And the doors being shut, the Priests stand with the Holy I 
Gospel and the Cross, behind the table which is in front of the doors 
toward the west (with the Bishop facing them); and on the table is spread an Altar- 
cloth, and at the corners stand four candlesticks (or two); and the Deacons hold || 
the Fans over the Holy Relics. | 
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Then the Protodeacon brings the censer to the Bishop. And the Bishop, | 
taking it, censes the Holy Paten thrice three times, as also the Holy Gospel, the 
Cross, and the Icons, on the right and on the left; and also the Clergy. 


And after the censing, the Protodeacon takes the censer from the Bishop, 
and censes the Bishop thrice. | 


And the Bishop, standing before the Holy Relics, says: 


Blessed art Thou always, O Christ our God, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


And the Choir inside the church answers: 
Amen. 
And the Bishop says: 


Lift up your gates, O you princes, and be lifted up, O eternal gates, 


and the King of Glory shall enter in. 
And, singing, the Choir inside the church answers: 
Who is this King of Glory? 


Again the Bishop says, a second time: 
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Who is this King of Glory? 





| Protodeacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


The Bishop's Mitre is removed, and he says this Prayer in a loud voice: 


O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who art blessed forever, 
Who through the veil of His flesh has renewed for us an entrance into the 
Church of the first-born, who are written in Heaven, where is the abode of 
them that rejoice, and the voice of gladness: Do Thou Thyself, O Master 
Who lovest mankind, look upon us, Thy sinful and unworthy servants, 
feasting the renewal of the honorable Church of N., according to the pattern 
of Thy most-holy Church, that is, of our own body, which Thou hast 
vouchsafed unto us by the all-praised Apostle Paul to call Thy church and 
members of Thy Christ; and do Thou establish it immovable unto the end of 
the age, and glorified in Thee. And count us worthy that, without reproach, 
we may offer therein praises and doxologies unto Thy glory, and unto Thy 
Holy Spirit, with understanding, and with all emotion; and that those who 
worship Thee in the fear of Thee may show themselves worthy of Thy divine 
compassions; and that these prayers offered up by us and by all Thy people 
unto Thine ineffable deep compassion, may be acceptable unto Thy 


goodness: Through the prayers of our Holy, Most-pure Sovereign Lady, the 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. 

















| unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Fathe 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages 
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Choir: Amen. 


Bishop: Peace be unto all. 


Choir: And to your spirit. 
Protodeacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Bishop reads the Prayer of the Entrance (secretly): 


O Master, Lord our God, Who hast appointed in Heaven orders and 
hosts of Angels and Archangels for the service of Thy glory: Grant that with 
our entrance there may be an entrance of Holy Angels, serving with us and 
glorifying with us Thy goodness. 


Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Then the Bishop takes the Paten with the Holy Relics, and Signs the doors 
of the church in the Sign of the Cross, and says: 


The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory. 
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I| The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory. 
E- And while the Choir sings this for the last time, the table is removed, and 
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that moment the Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


As Thou hast shown forth the splendor of the firmament on high, 
together with the beauty of the holy habitation of Thy glory here 
below, O Lord, do Thou confirm the same unto the ages of ages, and 
accept our prayers continuously offered therein unto Thee: Through 
the Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all. 


And the Bishop goes into the Holy Altar through the Holy Doors, and sets 
the Paten with the Holy Relics on the Holy Table, and venerates the Holy Relics. 
And the Bishop 's Mitre is put upon him. Then the Protodeacon brings the censer 
to the Bishop, and the Bishop takes it, and censes the Holy Relics thrice three times, 
and his concelebrants on both sides. And the Protodeacon, taking the censer from 
the Bishop, censes the Bishop thrice. 




















And the Bishop prays, and blesses his concelebrants, and takes the Aer and 
the Star from the Paten; and a Priest brings the Holy Chrism, and the box for the 
Holy Relics. After him the Subdeacon brings the Wax-mastic which is somewhat 
cooled. And the Bishop takes the Holy Relics, unfolding from the paper in which 
they have been wrapped, in three portions”, encased in wax, and places them in the 
box, having first anointed them with the Holy Chrism; and he pours some of the 


a and lays the box in the opening at the center of the Top of the Holy 
able. 


EEE 


In most instances, there are not three portions, but only one. 
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Then the Bish 


op, taking th ofa 
Cross. The Protodea § the wand, anoints the Holy Table in the form Jf 


con says, for the Holy Table and for each Antimension: 


the Bishop sets the Paten with the Relics on his head; and they enter the church. At | r 


a a e a há Ln: 
The Bishop makes upon the Holy Te 


and one on each side, a little lower down, saying | hree im es, at ea 


Alleluia. E 


| 
And he anoints also the columns of the Holy Table, on two sides, and on — 


the middle, and on the edges. And while this is being done, Psalm 132 is read (or 
sung): 


Psalm 132 


Behold, what is so good or so pleasant, as for brethren to dwell 
together in unity? It is like the myrrh upon the head that ran down upon the 
beard, the beard of Aaron, that ran down upon the edge of his garment. It is 
like the dew of Hermon that descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there 
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 


Then the Priests bring the First Covering (the Srachitza). The Bishop 
sprinkles it without and within with Holy Water, and they put it on the Holy Table. 
While this is being done, Psalm 131 is read: 


Psalm 131 


Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he swore an 
oath unto the Lord, and vowed unto the God of Jacob: I shall not enter into 
the abode of my house, nor go up upon the couch of my bed; I shall not give 
sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my temples, until 
I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, 
we have heard of it in Eph’ratha; we have found it in the fields of the wood. 
Let us enter into His tabernacles, let us worship at the place where His feet 
have stood. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. 
Thy priests shall clothe themselves with righteousness, and Thy saints shall 
rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face of Thine 
anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce 
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-chose her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit, her poor 
I satisfy with bread; her priests will I clothe with salvation, and her saints 
| shall rejoice with gladness. There will I make to spring up a horn for David; 
I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe with 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish 
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And when this is finished, the Bishop says 
Glory to our God, unto the ages of ages 


Then the Priests bring the Inditia, that is, the Upper Covering. The Bishop 
sprinkles it with Holy Water within and without, and they put it on the Holy Table; 
and they lay out the Ilition, and on the llition the Antimension, and the Holy 
Gospel, and the Precious Cross upon the Holy Table, and cover them with the 
Altar-cloth; and the Tabernacle and two Candlesticks with unlit candles are sel 
upon the Holy Table; and all these things are sprinkled with Holy Water And while 
all these things are being done, Psalm 92 is read | 













Psalm 92 


The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty; the Lord is clothed with 
strength, and has girded Himself. For He has established the world which 
shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old; from everlasting aft 
Thou. The rivers have lifted up, O Lord, the rivers have lifted up their 
voices. The rivers will lift up their waves, at the voices of many waters: 
Wonderful are the billows of the sea, wonderful on high is the Lord. Thy 


testimonies are made very sure: holi ee 
length of days. ry , holiness befits Thy house, O Lora, 


After the Psalm, the Bishop says: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of 28% 
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Oblation with the sprinkling of Holy Water; and they set out the vessels, ¢ 
coverings, and cover them with an Altar-cloth, saying nothing, but only sprinkling 
them with Holy Water. Then the Bishop is divested of the special whi e ga ‘ment. — 
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The Priests take off their special white garments, as well. 





And the Protodeacon brings the censor to the Bishop (the Holy Doors 
being opened). And the Bishop censes the Holy Table round about, and the Ti able 
of Oblation, and all of the Altar. And the Protodeacon goes before him with a 
candle.” And Psalm 25 is [sung] many times, until the Altar and the whole church 
has been censed in the usual manner. 


— eT 


“The Protodeacon holds a lit candle. In view of a NOTE later on in the Book 
of Needs that refers to the fact that no candles have been lit in the Altar up to that 
point, the candle held by the Protodeacon is taken from one of the four candles 
formerly set at the corners of the special table prepared for the necessary things before 
the All-night Vigil before the Consecration. When the Consecration began the table 
was carried into the Altar by the Priests and the four candles (although not noted 
there) will have been placed before the icons of the Iconostasis. 


me 


Psalm 25 


Judge me, O Lord, for I have walked in mine innocence; and hoping 
in the Lord I shall not grow weak. Prove me, O Lord, and try me; purify as 
with fire my reins and my heart. For Thy mercy is before mine eyes, and I 
have been well-pleasing in Thy truth. I have not sat with the council of 
vanity, nor shall I enter in with them that transgress the law. I have hated the 
congregation of evil-doers, and with the ungodly I will not sit. I will wash 
my hands in innocence, and I will compass Thine altar, O Lord, that I may 








Destro CA oh the ungodly Sor may lide with men of GE 





i E a ipiis their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, 


I have walked in mine innocence; deliver me, O Lord, and have mercy 


on me. My foot has stood in uprightness; in the congregations will I bless | 


Thee, O Lord. 


And as the Bishop censes, two Archimandrites, or Igumens, or Priests, 
follow him. One sprinkles the walls with Holy Water; the second, holding the vessel 
of Holy Chrism, anoints them with the wand, in the form of a Cross, dipping it in 
the Chrism, first in the Altar over the High Place and above the windows; then over 
the western doors of the church; then on the south side and the north side over the 
doors (or over the windows on the south and north sides): and if these places be 

high up, steps (or a long wand) are used. 


And when the censing and the Psalm are finished, the Bi shop enters the 
Altar, and says: 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 






And the Protodeacon takes the censer and censes the Bishop three times. 


Pm he says the Little Litany in front of the Holy Table, to the left side of the 
ishop. 


Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each) 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 


| Choir: To Thee, O Lord: "IA 
And the Bishop does not say the Exclamation, but the Protodeacon se ys: | 





Ye 


Let us pray to the Lord. 


And the Bishop 's Mitre is removed. And standing before the Holy Table, 
the Bishop says, very loud, the Prayer: 


O Lord of Heaven and earth, Who with ineffable wisdom hast 
founded Thy Holy Church, and, according to the model of the service of the 
Angels in Heaven, hast appointed the order of the Priesthood on earth. Do 
Thou, O Compassionate Master, accept also us who now are praying, not as 
ones worthy to entreat such things, but that the exceeding excellence of Thy 
goodness may be manifested; for Thou hast not ceased to be gracious in 
many ways unto the race of man. And as the highest of Thy benefits, Thou 
gavest the advent in the flesh of Thine Only-begotten Son, Who was made 
manifest on earth, and having shone the light of salvation unto them that 
were in darkness, He offered Himself up as a sacrifice for us, and became a 
propitiation for the whole world, making us participants of His Resurrection; 
and having ascended into Heaven, He clothed His Disciples and Apostles, as 
He had promised, with power from on high, that is, with the Holy Spirit, 
Who is worshiped and almighty, Who proceeds from Thee, our God and 
Father, through Whom they became mighty in deed and word, administered 
Baptism unto the adoption of sonship, built churches, established altars, and 
instituted the canons and laws of the Priesthood. And we sinners, observing 
their traditions, fall down before Thee, the Eternal God, and we pray Thee, 
O Deeply-compassionate One: Do Thou fill with Thy divine glory this temple 
erected to Thy praise, and show forth this Altar raised up in it as the Holy of 
Holies, that we who stand before it, as before the dread throne of Thy 
Kingdom. may serve uncondemned, sending up petitions for us and for all 
Thy people, and offering the Bloodless Sacrifice to Thy goodness, unto the 











| Bishop: Peace be unto all. 


Priests: And to your spirit. 













Protodeacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 
Priests: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Bishop says this Prayer (secretly). 


We thank Thee, O Lord God of Hosts, for as Thou hast poured out 
grace on Thy Holy Apostles, and on our Venerable Fathers, so Thou hast 
vouchsafed to extend this even unto us sinners. Thy useless servants, for the 
sake of Thy great love for mankind. Therefore, we pray Thee, O Most- 
merciful Master: Do Thou fill with glory, and holiness, and grace, this Altar, 
that the Bloodless Sacrifices which shall be offered on it, may be transformed 
into the Most-pure Body and Precious Blood of our Great God and Savior, 


Jesus Christ, Thine Only-be 
i gotten Son, unto th ople 
and [of us, who are unworthy””]. cagadas iy 
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Literally, “of our unworthiness”. 
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Priests: Amen. >: NN 


re i 
At the conclusion of this, there is brought to the Bishop a candlestick, and | 


therein a new, unlit taper, which the Bishop lights with his own hands and places 
on the High Place behind the Holy Table. 





NOTE: Up to this point in the Consecration no candles have been lit in the Altar. 





And when this has been fulfilled, the Protodeacon says: 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Priests: Lord, have mercy. 
And the Bishop says the Prayer: 


O Lord our God, Who hast given this glory also unto the Holy 
Martyrs that suffered for Thee, that their Relics should be sown in all the 
earth, in Thy holy temples, and should bring forth fruits of healing: Do Thou 
Thyself, O Master, Who art the Giver of all good things, through the prayers 
of the Saints whose Relics Thou hast graciously permitted to be placed in 
this (these), Thy most-honorable Altar (Altars), count us worthy, uncon- 
demned, to offer up unto Thee, on it (them), the Bloodless Sacrifice. And 
grant unto us all petitions which are unto salvation, vouchsafing also to the 
Relics therein of those who have suffered for Thy holy Name, the gift of 
working miracles, through them, for our salvation. 
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~ For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory: of 


ages of ages. 

| Priests: Amen. 

Then the Protodeacon says: 

Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


The Bishop having kneeled (and the people there present in the church 
| kneel also), reads this Prayer in the hearing of all: 


O Lord our God, Who by Thy word alone didst create the world, 
leading it into existence, and Who ineffably gavest it various forms; Who 
didst set Thy Spirit hovering above it, and Who didst pour forth the light of 
the sun upon it, for its renewal; Who didst inspire Moses, Thy servant, to 
add unto Thine exceedingly good creation a certain special praise, and to say 
an Thou didst see the light, that it was good, and didst call it Day; which, 

be e even this most radiant sun that every day renews creation, we 
AS = > Sun of the true day, and Thy light that setteth not; Who, 
e + on, hast commanded us to renew our nature by Thy Holy 
ha ough His gifts the Righteous may shine like the sun: We pray 
a a : E mre supplication unto Thee, the Father of the Word, our 
sie Si scene as, through Thine ineffable love for mankind, 
nr Ms ess mercy creation and the ancient covenant (which 
a g ne new covenant) in Thy divine revelation of Thyself on 
nal, and in that wondrous Bush thar burned, and in the Tent of 


Witness, and in that e 
renewal: With merciful esc mgly beautiful Temple of Solomon, receives 


yes do Thou look upon Thy sinful and orthy 
servants who abide in thi pon us Thy sinful and unw 
the true Altar of Toke house like unto Heaven, the boast of the universe, 


tyes ne ineffabl 
Thine inheritance, Th EY 


and send d on upon 
y Most-holy Spirit own upon us, p 


And, according to the divine David, 








| church by Thy word, granting unto them such petitions as are unto salvation 
Stir them up to the fulfilling of Thy commandments; grant unto them the |} 
renewal of the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, that uncondemned they may worship || 
Thee, the only True God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent: Through || 
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the prayers of the Theotokos, of Saint, N. (Saints, NN.—the Saint(s) to whom 
the church is dedicated), and of all Thy Saints. Amen. 


And after the Prayer the Bishop rises, as do the others. And the Proto- 
deacon says the Litany: 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, 
O God, by Thy grace. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
Exclamation: 
For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Holy and 
Precious Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up 


glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
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Choir: 


Choir: 





For Thou art 
Thee do we send up 
Spirit, now and eve 
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er side, according to rank. And when the Bishop has stood there a 
ses those present. And the Protodeacon says the Litany: 


Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 


we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy (thrice, afier each petition). 


Again we pray for our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or 
Archbishop] (N.); and for all our brethren in Christ. 


Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil 
authorities, and for the armed forces. 


Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable founders 
of this holy temple. 


Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, 
visitation, forgiveness and remission of sins for the servants 
of God, our brethren of this holy temple. 


Again we pray for those bear fruit and do good work in this 
holy and all-honorable temple; for those who labor and those 


who sing; and for all the people here present, who await Thy 
great and rich mercy. 


The Bishop says the Exclamation: 


a merciful God, and the Lover of Mankind, and unto 


glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
ver, and unto the ages of ages. 


Amen. 
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side, and as he passes over to each side, he says 
(Let us pray to the Lord.) Let us all say, “Lord, have mercy”. - 
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
After the blessing, the Protodeacon says: 
Wisdom. 


And the Bishop, laying the Cross upon the tray, goes (if he has been 
standing upon the vesting-place) to the Ambon before the Altar, bearing his Staff, 
and saying: 


Most-holy Theotokos, save us. 


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos, ever blessed and 
most pure and the Mother of our God, more honorable than 
the Cherubim and, more glorious beyond compare than the 
Seraphim. Without defilement thou gavest birth to God the 
Word. True Theotokos, we magnify thee. 


Bishop: Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, and our Hope, glory to 
Thee. 
Choir: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 


now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


Master, bless. 











the Cross. Afier the Dismissal. the Proto 
brings Holy Water to the Bishop. And the Bishop sprinkles Holy Water in 
- direction of the walls: west, north and south. After the sprinkling, the Bi 
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the people kiss it, the Choir sings, MANY YEARS. And when this has been sung, 
the Hours are begun. 








In some places the “Many Years” is deferred to the end of the Divine Liturgy. 
e 


At the Liturgy, the Prokeimena, Alleluia and Communion Hymns of the 
Consecration and of the church are used. The Readings from the A postol are (320) 
Heb. 9:1-8 and that of the church. The Readings from the Gospel are (37 from the 
center) John 10:22-27 and that of the church. 
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[| himself kisses the Precious Cross, and after him the rest of the clergy and the 
| people kiss it likewise; and he sprinkles each of them with Holy Water. And while 
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WHEN DONE BY AN EXPERIENCED PRIE 
SENT FOR THIS PURPOSE BY THE BISHOP | 
> “SI 





The Great Consecration of a Church is not done by a Priest, but by the — 
Bishop himself. But, if for reason of remoteness (i.e., the church to be consecrated — | 
is far away) or any other reason, the Bishop is not able to consecrate the church in 
person, then the Consecration of the church is accomplished by means of the 
Antimension, consecrated by the Bishop and sent to [the church] with someone 
selected by him, having a Priestly rank. The Consecration of the church by a Priest 
in this instance consists of the establishing of the Holy Table, washing and vesting 
it, and setting in place the Antimension consecrated by the Bishop, after the Cross- 
procession around the church and with certain Hymns and Prayers. 





What follows is as printed in the Great Trebnik (Great Book of Needs) and 
reflects what was done in the time of the Patriarchs of Russia before the suppression 
of the Patriarchate in the time of Tsar Peter I. In 1733, by decree of the Holy Synod 
of Russia, some of the actions originally permitted the Priests in the Consecration of 
a Church were revoked. (However, after the restoration of the Patriarchate in 1918, 
some of the actions earlier revoked were reinstated.) The actions revoked and not 


reinstated will be noted where appropriate by this sign: * 
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When the church is finished, there comes a representative, sent from the 
Bishop with a consecrated Antimension which will be placed in the newly- 
constructed church. He comes a day or more beforehand; and he prepares those 
things which are necessary for the Consecration, not only within the Altar, but also 
in all the church, and, especially that the Holy Table shall stand upon four 
columns; and the Holy Table shall be thirty-eight inches in height, and its width in 
Proportion to the Altar, and the Table-top in proportion to the Table. 


The Table of Oblation, also, shall be of the same height, width and length, 
1n proportion to the Altar. 














be cut for holding the Cord; and holes are to be bor 
Top for the Holy Table where the nails (dowels) are to be, ¢ 
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The following things are required: For making fast the Holy Table, four | 


spaces shall be prepared where the heads of the nails are to be; andt 
| columns are to be pierced in such a manner that the nails shall enter them straight. 





| 


7 
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nails; four stones, with which to drive the nails; one Altar-cloth for draping the || 


Holy Table, and another for the Table of Oblation; a Cord, [sufficient in length] 
for the binding of the Holy Table; upper Altar-cloths (Inditia), for the Holy Table 
and the Table of Oblation; other Altar-cloths, for covering the Holy Table and the 
Table of Oblation; veils (Aers); cloths with which to wipe the Holy Table; a curtain 
for the Holy Doors; two Ilitions, for the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation; two 
glass containers, for the Rose-water and the Church-wine; a Sprinkler (Aspergil- 
lus), for sprinkling; Holy Chrism, and wands*; four sponges, with which to scrub 
the Holy Table; a sponge for the Antimension; a sponge for the Hol 'y Cup (Chalice); 
a taper for him that will preside, and tapers for distribution among the other 
clergy; incense, both of the finest sort, and also of the ordinary sort; two large 


candles, for carrying in procession; the church banners, if there be any. And round 
about the church it must be clean. 


eee 


*The items so indicated will not be used in the revised Order. 
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Then the Top shall be taken from the columns, and placed against the wall 


on the right-hand side, and note must be taken beforehand of the position in which 
it lay upon the columns. 


Then a table is placed in front of th ti da 

e Holy Doors, and upon it is sprea 
e And the Holy Gospel and Precious Cross are set upon it, as well as the 
Cove 10.y vessels: the Spoon, the Spear, the Altar-cloths, the Aers, the Cord, the 
erings Jor the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation, the nails, and the sponges 


and they are covered wi 
ith an Altar-clot | re, ont 
at each corner h. And four candlesticks are set the 
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*The indicated items will not be used in the reviaed Order. 





And the consecrated Antimension is placed upon the Paten, covered with 
the Star and an Aer; and on the eve of the Consecration they are set upon an 
Analogion before the icon of the Savior, by the right side of the Holy Doors, in the 
church itself; and candles are lit before them. And outside the Altar Small Vespers 
is sung; and at the proper time the All-night Vigil of the Dedication and of the 
church is sung according to the rubric. And, if there be found nearby a church, 
then at Matins, before the Lesser Sanctification of the Waters, the Antimension 
shall be borne thence with all reverence, after an early Liturgy, and there placed 
upon the Holy Table; and the Holy Gospel shall be placed from the east over the 
Antimension; and before the Antimension shall be placed a candlestick. But if there 
be no other church nearby, then they are left in the same place (on the Analogion) 
until they are used. 


And after Matins there will be the Sanctification of Waters: a table is set 
out, and on it a basin, with water poured into it, and the Precious Cross, laid on a 
tray, together with a branch of Basil. And he that presides is vested in all the usual 
Priestly vestments; likewise as man y Priests and Deacons as there will be. And all 
the Priests and Deacons are given tapers. And he that presides begins to sing the 
Molieben and Lesser Sanctification of Waters (like that which is celebrated on 
August 1). 


CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE WAX-MASTIC: 


In the morning before the coming of the Bishop, the Wax-mastic is 
composed thusly: of wax, crushed mastic (if there be no mastic, instead of it, white 
incense shall suffice), ground incense, a special ground incense [made from juniper 
resin], and crushed aloes (if there be no aloes, instead of it, white sulfur). And first, 
the wax shall be put in anew pot, set opposite the place where the other things are. 
And when the wax has been heated, the aforementioned things shall be put in the 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE CONSECRATION 


presides vests himself, as do all of the concelebrating Priests; and over their 
priestly robes a special Srachitza (a special white garment) or linen cloth. And the 
Priests take the Holy Water, and the Precious Cross which is on the tray, as well 
as the table upon which the necessary appurtenances lie; and they carry them 
through the Holy Doors into the Altar and set them on the right side 





The Holy Doors are opened and any of the laity inside leave the Altar, so that 


the Clergy performing the Office inside will not be hindered because of the press of 
the crowd. 
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At this time the Deacon brings Holy Water to him that presides, and he, 
taking the Sprinkler, sprinkles the columns (or the single column’) 


ASA 


“The Holy Table, in olden times, usually consisted of a top, supported by four 
a at each comer, or a top supported by one column. In the earliest times, the 
oly Table often was erected over the grave of a Martyr or a respected Saint. 


ES 


Toro a Sacristan brings the hot Wax-mastic, and he that presides 
e Wax-mastic with Holy Water, and takes the vessel containing the Wax- 


amount, compassin 
the columns with 
Priests breathe 


E them about; then he gives up the vessel, and again spr inkies 
oly Water, that the Wax-mastic may harden quickly; and Mé 
upon the columns where the Wax-mastic is, until it is hard. 





| When the time for the Consecration of the church draws near, he that 


mastic, i 
and pours it upon the columns, in the form of a Cross, to the requir ed 
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I] he that presides sprinkles them with Holy Water and pl aces them in the « olumn 
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DN 
And the Deacons brings four stones. After sprinkling them with Holy 
Water, he that presides takes one of the stones and the rest of the officiating clergy 
the others, and they make firm the Holy Table, pouring hot Wax-mastic over the 
nails in the corners, and sprinkling them with Holy Water, as before. 
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Afterwards, according to custom, the stones are placed under the Holy Table. 
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And while this is being done, Psalm 144 is sung: 
Psalm 144 


I will exalt Thee, O my God, my King, and I will bless Thy name for 
ever, even unto the ages of ages. Every day will I bless Thee, and I will 
praise Thy name for ever, even unto the ages of ages. Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be praised, and of His greatness there is no end. Generation and 
generation shall praise Thy works, and Thy power shall they declare. Of the 
magnificence of the glory of Thy holiness shall they speak, and they shall 
proclaim Thy wonders. And of the power of Thine awesome deeds shall they 
speak, and they shall proclaim Thy greatness. The memory of the abundance 
of Thy goodness shall they pour forth, and they shall exult in Thy righteous- 
ness. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, longsuffering and greatly- 
merciful. The Lord is good to all, and His compassions are over all His 
works. Let all Thy works give praise unto Thee, O Lord, and let Thy saints 
bless Thee. Of the glory of Thy kingdom shall they speak, and they shall tell 
of Thy power; to make Thy power known to the sons of men, and the glory 
of the magnificence of Thy kingdom. Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all the 
ages, and Thy dominion is in every generation and generation. Faithful is the 
Lord in all His words, and holy in all His works. The Lord upholds all that 
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|| filest every living thing with Thy good will. Righteous is the Lord in all] 
ways, and holy in all His works. Near is the Lord unto all that call upon Hin 
to all that call upon Him in truth. The will of them that fear Him shall He do, 

| and He will hear their supplication and will save them. The Lord preserves 





all that love Him, but all the sinners He will destroy. My mouth shall speak || 


the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy name for ever, even 
unto the ages of ages. 
























Then four knives are brought . And when the Wax-mastic has become hard, 
and the places upon which it overflowed have been scraped clean with the knives, 
they say Psalm 22: 


Psalm 22 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me in 
the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it is! Thy mercy also shall 


follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
unto length of days. 


| Then a porringer (a ladle with 
wine, and rose-water is brou 


water and wine (secretly): 


a flat handle) filled with warm water, red 
ght. And he that presides says this Prayer over the 


O Lord our God, Who didst Th 
oe eae ; sanctify the streams of Jordan by y 
he sation: Do Thou Thyself send down now also the grace of Thy 
Y Spirit, and bless this water and wine unto the sanctification an 


coat of this Thine Altar. For blessed art Thou unto the ages of 8% 
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And after the Prayer he that presides pours the warm water, thrice, up 
Holy Table, saying: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


Then the Deacon brings four cloths. And he that presides takes one of 
them, and his concelebrants the others; and they wipe the Holy Table with them. 


Á 


The washing of the Holy Table with warm water is done according to the 
following pattern: The Priests stretch out their hands and pour water on the Holy 
Table, and then a little soap. After fresh water is brought for washing away the soap, 
the Holy Table is wiped with towels. 


AAA 


Then he that presides takes from the Deacon the red wine mingled with 
rose-water, and pours it upon the Holy Table, thrice, in the form of a Cross; and 
they wet the Holy Table abundantly, stretching forth their hands. 


Then the Deacon brings the sponges. He that presides, after sprinkling 
them with Holy Water, takes one sponge, and his concelebrants the others; and they 
wipe the Holy Table with the sponges. 


And when these things are finished, Psalm 83 is said: 
a A l U 
When the red wine and rose-water are brought, he that presides pours them 


together into one vessel, and them sprinkles the mixture and the four sponges with 
Holy Water. 
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How beloved are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs 
faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh have rejoiced in: 
living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the swallow; 






















| hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house; unto 


Thee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 
which he has appointed, for the Lawgiver shall grant a blessing. They shall 


our Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. For 
better is one day in Thy courts than thousands elsewhere; 1 have chosen 
rather to be an outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
sinners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory, 
no good things will the Lord withhold from them that walk without guile. 0 
Lord God of hosts, blessed is the man that hopes in Thee 


*Then the Priest that presides anoints the Holy Table with the Holy Chrism. 
And the Holy Table is anointed with the Holy Great Chrism thusly: The Priest 


makes across in the middle of the Top of the Holy Table, and at the four corners, 
Saying three times, at each: 


Alleluia. 
And when this is completed, Psalm 132 is read:* 
Psalm 132 


Behold, what is so el 
i good or so pleasant, as for brethren to dw 
togeth e 
Ap It is like the myrrh upon the head that ran down upon the 


d of Aaron, that ran down u It is 
i pon the edge of his garment. 
sE e > of Hermon that descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there 
rd commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 






ages of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man whose help is from || 


go from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. O Lord | 
God of hosts, hearken unto my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. O God, | 
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Then the First Covering (the Srachitza) is brought, and it is s, 
without and within with Holy Water; and it is put on the Holy Table and b 


(simply) three times around the Top with the Cord, which has been arranged and || 


sprinkled with Holy Water. 





Customarily, he that presides holds one end of the Cord, and when the Holy 
Table has been girded three times, a knot is tied by a Deacon at the right column of 
the Table. 





While these things are being accomplished, Psalm 131 is said: 
Psalm 131 


Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he swore an 
oath unto the Lord, and vowed unto the God of Jacob: I shall not enter into 
the abode of my house, nor go up upon the couch of my bed; I shall not give 
sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my temples, until 
I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, 
we have heard of it in Eph’ratha; we have found it in the fields of the wood. 
Let us enter into His tabernacles, let us worship at the place where His feet 
have stood. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. 
Thy priests shall clothe themselves with righteousness, and Thy saints shall 
rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face of Thine 
anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce 
it: Of the fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons will keep My 
covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their gans also 
shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 
chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will I 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; her poor will 
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ih gladness. | I make to spring up a horn for L 



















without, and they vest the Holy Table with it, saying Psalm 92: 
Psalm 92 


The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty; the Lord is clothed with 
strength, and has girded Himself. For He has established the world which 
_ Shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old; from everlasting art 

Thou. The rivers have lifted up, O Lord, the rivers have lifted up their 
voices. The rivers will lift up their waves, at the voices of many waters. 
Wonderful are the billows of the sea, wonderful on high is the Lord. Thy 


testimonies are made very sure; holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto 
length of days. 


And the Holy Gosp 
with a Winding Shroud. th 
with Holy Water. 


el and the Precious Cross are set in place and covered 
at is, an Altar-cloth. And all these things are sprinkled 


with “ 
the coverings are set in 


And Psalm 25 is said (Or sung): 


Then the Inditia, that is, the Upper Covering, is sprinkled, within and | 













|| in the Lord I shall not grow weak. Prove me, O Lord, ar 


have been well-pleasing in Thy truth. I have not sat with the coun í 
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vanity, nor shall I enter in with them that transgress the law. I have hated A 


congregation of evil-doers, and with the ungodly I will not sit. I will wash |} 
my hands in innocence, and I will compass Thine altar, O Lord, that I may 
hear the voice of Thy praise and tell of all Thy wondrous works. O Lord, I 
have loved the splendor of Thy house, and the place where Thy glory dwells. 
Destroy not my soul with the ungodly, nor my life with men of blood, in 
whose hands are iniquities; their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, 
I have walked in mine innocence; deliver me, O Lord, and have mercy 

on me. My foot has stood in uprightness; in the congregations will I bless 
Thee, O Lord. 





And when the anointing and the Psalm are finished, he that presides enters 
the Altar. And there is brought to him a candlestick with a new, unlit, candle, 
which, after lighting it with his own hand, he sets on the High Place behind the 
Holy Table. (For up to this point it was not fitting that any candles be lit in the 
Altar.) And he that presides, says: 


Let us depart in peace. 


And they take up the Gospel, the Cross, and Holy Water, as well as the 
[portable] Icons, and with lit candles they make a Cross-Procession to the other 
church for the Antimension. [And the bells are rung at the church being conse- 
crated when the Cross-Procession leaves, at the nearby church when it arrives and 
when it leaves, and at the church being consecrated when it arrives again. ] And all 
go to the other church. And he that presides enters into the Altar through the Holy 
Doors, with two senior concelebrants and one Deacon with the [Book of Needs]. 
And he that presides censes the Holy Antimension, and, together with his 
concelebrants, makes a prostration to the ground before it. And the Deacon says 


the Little Litany: 
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Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


Choir To Thee, O Lord. 


Exclamation: 


For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Precious 
Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to 


the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


Choir > Amen. 


The Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 3: 


o Good One, Who didst establish Thy Church upon the rock of 
faith: Do Thou guide aright our supplications therein, and accept the 
people, crying out in faith unto Thee: Save us, O our God, save US. 


And other Troparia, TONE 7: 


O holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have received your 
crowns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our souls. 





Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by | 
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And these Troparia are sung twice or more, as much as wi b ne es 
And he that presides, together with the two concelebrants, again makes a |] 

prostration to the ground; and taking upon his head the Paten with the Holy | 

Antimension, goes with the Cross-Procession to the church being consecrated; and 

they make a circuit around it. 


ee 


But if there was not another church nearby, and the consecrated Antimension 
remained in the church being consecrated (on the Analogion), he that presides, 
coming out of the Altar, goes to it and censes it. And afier the Little Litany, he takes 
it on his head together with the Paten. 


OOOO 


And they go around the church, walking from the western doors o 
southern side, with the Holy Antimension carried on the head of him that pon zi 
being censed by the Deacons. And the Deacons who are censing the hape 
within which are the Holy Relics, cense also the church from the sout ern si > 
eastern, the northern, and the western. And the second Priest, PS pat a 
that is carrying the Antimension, anoints the walls of the church wit pe E = : 
Chrism and sprinkles them with Holy Water. And as they are going a | 
church, they again sing the Troparion, TONE 3: 
| 


O Good One, Who didst establish Thy Church upon the rock of 


faith: Do Thou guide aright our supplications therein, and accept E | 
people, crying out in faith unto Thee: Save us, O our God, save us. 


And other Troparia, TONE 7: 


O holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have bag your 
crowns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our souls. 
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| presides takes from his head the Paten with the Antimension, and sets it on the 
| table prepared in front of the church doors. And he venerates the Holy Relics 
thrice. (And while the Choir sings the Troparia they (that is, the Choir) enter the | 
church.) 

Then, he says: 


Blessed art Thou always, O Christ our God, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


And the Choir inside the church answers 
Amen. 


And he that presides says: 


Lift up your gates, O you princes, and be lifted up, O eternal gates, 
and the King of Glory shall enter in. 


And, singing, the Choir inside the church answers: 


Who is this King of Glory? 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And he that presides Says this Prayer in a loud voice: 


And having come in front of the Great Doors (i.¢., the main entrance) of the If 
| church, which is on the western side, and standing with his face to the east, he that 


Foie Eran 
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feasting the renewal of the honorable Church of N., Pr he pattern 


of Thy most-holy Church, that is, of our own body, which Thou poes | po 
vouchsafed unto us by the all-praised Apostle Paul to call Thy church and || 


members of Thy Christ; and do Thou establish it immovable unto the end of 
the age, and glorified in Thee. And count us worthy that, without ania 
we may offer therein praises and doxologies unto Thy glory, and unto a 
Holy Spirit, with understanding, and with all emotion; and that np who 
worship Thee in the fear of Thee may show themselves worthy of Thy die 
compassions; and that these prayers offered up by us and by all Thy a e 
unto Thine ineffable deep compassion, may be acceptable unto T 
goodness: Through the prayers of our Holy, Most-pure Sovereign Lady, the 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, and all the Saints. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


And immediately he that presides reads the Prayer of the Entrance 
(secretly): 


O Master, Lord our God, Who hast appointed in Heaven =< ho 
hosts of Angels and Archangels for the service of Thy glory: a ON 
Our entrance there may be an entrance of Holy Angels, serving 
glorifying with us Thy goodness. 
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E SA b For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 


ages. 
Choir: Amen. 


Then he that presides says: 

















The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory. 
The Choir sings likewise. 


And while the Choir sings this for the last time, the table is removed, he that 
T presides Signs the doors of the church, making the Sign of the Cross. And they 
| enter the church. At that moment the Choir sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


As Thou hast shown forth the splendor of the firmament on high, 
together with the beauty of the holy habitation of Thy glory here 
below, O Lord, do Thou confirm the same unto the ages of ages, and 
accept our prayers continuously offered therein unto Thee: Through 
the Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all. 


And he that presides goes into the Holy Altar through the Holy Doors, and 


sets the consecrated Antimension upon the Holy Table. And he lays the Holy Gospel 
on it, and censes them. 


o A 


RA And when it is in no way possible to go around the church with the 

fimension, then they go forth before the Great Doors of the church, and he tha! 
presides sets the Paten with the Antimension on the table already prepar ed there 
and venerates them and censes them. And entering the Altar through the Holy 


Doors, he makes a circuit ar a tO 
the order set forth above. ound the Holy Table, and does the rest, according 


A 






| and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of || 
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sil - Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to he L 


He that presides, having kneeled, (and the people there m 4 l nt in the 
church kneel also), reads this Prayer in the hearing of all, facing the people: | 






O Lord our God, Who by Thy word alone didst create the world, - 
leading it into existence, and Who ineffably gavest it various forms; Who 
didst set Thy Spirit hovering above it, and Who didst pour forth the light of 
the sun upon it, for its renewal; Who didst inspire Moses, Thy servant, to 
add unto Thine exceedingly good creation a certain special praise, and to say 
that Thou didst see the light, that it was good, and didst call it Day; which, 
also, seeing, even this most radiant sun that every day renews creation, we 
glorify Thee, the Sun of the true day, and Thy light that setteth not; Who, 
through Thy Son, hast commanded us to renew our nature by Thy Holy 
Spirit, that, through His gifts the Righteous may shine like the sun: We pray 
Thee, and we make supplication unto Thee, the Father of the Word, our 
Lord and our God, forasmuch as, through Thine ineffable love for mankind, 
and through Thy boundless mercy creation and the ancient covenant (which 
was the image of the new covenant) in Thy divine revelation of Thyself on 
Mount Sinai, and in that wondrous Bush that burned, and in the Tent of 
Witness, and in that exceedingly beautiful Temple of Solomon, receives 
renewal: With merciful eyes do Thou look upon us Thy sinful and unworthy 
servants who abide in this house like unto Heaven, the boast of the universe, 
the true Altar of Thine ineffable glory, and send down upon us, and upon 
Thine inheritance, Thy Most-holy Spirit. And, according to the divine David, 
renew a right spirit in our hearts, and with Thy governing Spirit establish us. 
And grant unto them that rule over us victories over enemies both visible and 
Invisible, and unto us peace and concord. And give remission of sins unto 
them that have diligently completed this building and the consecration of a 
"sa by Thy word, granting unto them such petitions as are unto wees 
: 'T them up to the fulfilling of Thy commandments; grant unto ake 
“newal of the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, that uncondemned they may W 

“e, the only True God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent: Through 
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nd afer the Prayer he thet presides rises, as do the others. AMG © = T 
ee Lita: {| And the Dismissal is made. After the Dismissal, asin i= KISS 
is id Precious Cross, and after him the rest of the clergy and the people kiss it likewise; 
k | q y e RA i i | 
| Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, and the Hours are begun. a 
| O God, by Thy grace. 


And entering into the Altar, he performs the Proskomedia, as usual. Atthe | 


| 


: e x g ; {4 Ai 
me | Liturgy, the Prokeimena, Alleluia and Communion Hymns of the Consecration and || 
Choir: NS per each petition) | | of the church are used. The Readings from the Apostol are (320) Heb. 9:1-8 and | 

: | that of the church. The Readings from the Gospel are (37 from the center) John 
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 3 pa RN | 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 10:44-27 and that of the chure 


Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
Exclamation: 


For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Holy and 
Precious Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up 


glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


He that presides takes the Precious Cross, and standing in the middle of 
the church, he blesses thrice with the Cross, on four sides: to the east, and the west, 
and the 


south, and the north. And the Deacon censes the Precious Cross as 15 
customary when there is a Cross-Procession, saying: 


(Let us pray to the Lord.) Let us all say, “Lord, have mercy”. 


And the clergy sing (and the people say to themselves): 





THE OF THE CONSECRATION OF 
- HOLY ANTIMENSIA BY THE BISHOP, 
















VICES, 
UPON WHICH THE PRIEST WILL SERVE DIVINE SER 
| WHERE THE HOLY TABLE DOES NOT CONTAIN RELICS 


(TAKEN FROM THE GREEK HIERARCHICAL SERVICE BOOK) 


e 


Although the title for this Office indicates that the Antimensia are conse- 
ated for those churches wherein the Holy Table does not contain relics, in practice 
the Divine Liturgy cannot be served without it, whether the Holy Table contains relics 
or not; hence, the note, found in the Slavonic Hierarchical Service Books 
(Chinovnik—from which this Office is taken), which indicates that the aforemen- 
tioned title is taken from the Greek editions of the Hierarchical Service Book. 


ns 


First, therefore, the Bishop shall direct the Sacristan or a Priest (to whom 
the Church Service is entrusted and who has experience at this), that he should 
prepare the necessary things, that is, that he shall direct that a pouch should be 
sewn under the Antimension, in the middle of the top edge (looking at it from the 
bottom). /If the Bishop wishes to consecrate many Antimensia, as many pouches as 
will be necessary shall be sewn in the middle of the upper edges of them, wherein 
they will place the Holy Relics.] And when they have been prepared, he shall set 
them on a special tray, and carry them into the church, where he shall set them on 
the Holy Table, above the Indition. Then he shall prepare the Wax-mastic, relics 
of holy Martyrs, and a vessel with rose water (if there is no rose water, then g00 
Church wine), Holy Chrism in a vessel, and a wand, with which to anoint the 
Antimensia with the Holy Chrism. 


CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE WAX-MASTIC: 


m A 0 

The Wax-mastic is composed thusly: of wax, crushed mastic (if there be n 
mastic, instead ofit, white incense shall suffice), ordinary ground incense, ano 
ground incense [made from juniper resin ], and crushed aloes (if there be no aloes; 


instead of it, white sulfur). And first, the wax shall be put in a new pot, set opposite 
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And three pieces” of the Holy Relics shall be placed on the Holy Paten; « md | 
over the Paten the Star. And they shall be covered with a covering, and they shall | 
be set on the Table of Oblation; and two candles shall be lit before them. (If there 
be many Antimensia prepared for consecration, portions of the Holy Relics are 
placed on the Holy Paten according to the number of Antimensia.) And when the 
time for the Holy Liturgy draws near, the Bishop is vested in all of his hierarchical 


vestments. And over the hierarchical vestments shall be placed a linen cloth: 


Customarily only one piece is used. 


A se 


The directives that follow concern a special linen cloth placed over the 
Bishop’s vestments, reaching down to the feet, and secured with bindings around his 
chest and around his waist. Other cloths were to be placed around his arms, also 
secured with bindings. At present, the Bishop is usually vested in the Sratchitza (the 
Special white garment, placed over the Bishop’s other vestments, worn for the 
Consecration of a Church). 


A 
Ánd thus adorned, the Bishop enters into the Holy Altar, as well as the 


and Deacons with him. But of the rest of the people, none may enter into the 
ltar, nor even to stand there, except the Bishop, the Priests and the Deacons. 


Priests 
Holy A 


And the Protodeacon says: 


Let us pray to the Lord. 
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-clergy present for the Consecration make the customary responses, both here and 
the other appropriate places.) 

















Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 
And the Bishop prays, in the hearing of all, before the Holy Table, upon 
which have been set the Antimensia: 


O Lord God, our Savior, Who createst all things and makest the race 
of man for salvation: Do Thou accept the prayer of us, Thine unworthy 
servants, and enable us, at this present hour, to accomplish, without 
condemnation, the divine service through this Altar (these Altars) conse- 
crated to Thy praise in Thy Holy Name, and of Saint, N., (or Saints, NN.), 
and to consummate the raising up therein of Holy Tables. 


Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship: to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
ages. 
Clergy: Amen. 

And immediately a new rug is spread out before the Holy Doors, and on it 


is set a cushion. And the Bishop, coming out of the Altar, stands on the rug. And the 
Protodeacon says: 


Again, and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


Clergy: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


And the Bishop kneels on the cushion; the Priests and Deacons who wel 


with him, likewise kneel in the Altar. And the Bishop prays: 
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Al unto Moses a command and a pattern; and didst inspire E ez'ale 
spirit of wisdom, and didst enable them to complete the Tabernacle of || 
Witness, wherein divine services and ordinances were appointed, as images || 
and types of the true; Who gavest unto Solomon breadth and expanse of || 
heart, and thereby raised up the Temple of old, and to Thy holy and all- 
praised Apostles, didst renew the service in the Spirit and the grace of the 
true Tabernacle; and through the same, O Lord of Hosts, Thou didst plant 
Thy Holy Churches and Thine Altars in all the earth, wherein the noetic and 
| Bloodless Sacrifices may be offered unto Thee; and Who now hast been 
| well-pleased that this Altar (these Altars) should be sanctified to Thy glory, 
and that of Thine Only-begotten Son, and of Thy Holy Spirit: Do Thou 
Thyself, O Immortal and Greatly-beneficent King, call to remembrance Thy 
compassions and Thy mercies, which are from everlasting, and abhor not us 
who are defiled by a multitude of sins, neither disannul Thy covenant 
because of our impurity; rather do Thou disregard now our transgressions, 
and strengthen us, and enable us, by the grace and coming of Thy Lifegiving 
and Holy Spirit, to accomplish, without judgment, the consecration of this 
Altar (these Altars), that in it (them) we may bless Thee in Psalms, and 
hymns, and through the Mystical Services, and magnify always Thy deep 
compassion. 
Yea, O Master, Lord God our Savior, Thou Hope of all the ends of 
the earth, hearken unto us sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, 
and send down Thy Most-holy, Worshiped, and Almighty Spirit, and sanctify 
this Altar (these Altars): Fill it (them) with the everlasting light; elect it 
(them) for Thy dwelling-place; make it (them) the abode of Thy glory; adorn 
It (them) with divine gifts: order it (them), that it (they) may be a haven for 
the storm-tossed, the healing of passions, a refuge for the weak, the 
expulsion of demons. Let Thine eyes be open upon it (them) day and night, 
and let Thine ears be heedful of the prayer of those who, in the fear of Thee 
and in reverence, shall enter therein, and call upon Thine all-holy and 
worshiped Name; that whatsoever they shall ask of Thee, Thou shalt hear it 
'n Heaven above, and do it, and show mercy. Keep it (them) indestructible 
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| Altar, and bear unto us the grace of Thy most-pure o 
presume not in the service of our unworthy hands, but in Thine unspeakable || 
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er and operation of Thy Holy Spirit. Glorify 
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~ Th celebrated on it (them) may attain unto Thy holy, most-heavenly, and noetic 
celebrated vershadowing; for we || 


iad 


goodness. 


And when the Prayer is finished, the Bishop stands, and goes into the Altar, 
to the Holy Table; and the doors of the Holy Altar are shut. And the Protodeacon, 


from within the Holy Altar, says: 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, 
O God, by Thy grace. 


Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 


For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop) 
(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, and for the works of his 
hands; and for the Priests and Deacons who are with him, let 
us pray to the Lord. 


That He will sanctify this Altar (these Altars) by the presence 
and operation of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 


For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, an4 
for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 
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That He will deliver us from all tribulation, 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. a 


Sa 
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Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and |] ko 


glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, (and Saint, 
N. (or Saints, NN., for whom the Altar (or Altars) is (are) being 
consecrated))”, with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves 
and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 


Clergy: To Thee, O Lord. 


a 


: "If the Antimensia are being consecrated without any particular churches in 
mind, the commemoration of the particular Saint (or Saints) is omitted. 


HA 
Exclamation: 


For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Precious 
Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


Clergy: Amen. 
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Then a porringer (a ladle with a flat handle) filled with rose-water is brought 
to the Bishop. 


Se eo ee 


The Bishop, with bowed head, says this Prayer over the Rose-water: 
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O Lord our God, Who didst sanctify the streams of Jordan by Thy [| | [| unto Sion, and let the walls of Jerusalem be built. Then s ralt Thou be plea 
| saving manifestation: Do Thou Thyself send down now also the grace of Thy || | | with a sacrifice of righteousness, with oblation and whole burnt-offerings 
Holy Spirit, and bless this water, unto the sanctification and completion of ||. Then shall they offer young bulls upon Thine altar. : PE nem 
this Thine Altar (these Thine Altars). For blessed art Thou unto the ages of E abs 
And glorifying God, he says: | 


ages. Amen. 












Then the Bishop signs the Rose-water with the Sign of the Cross, three Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. i 
_ times; and he takes the vessel with Rose-water, and pours it on the Antimension i 
_ three times in the form of a Cross, saying: Clergy: Amen. 





Then a vessel containing the Great Chrism is brought. And the Deacon 
This is usually done as three short sprinkles. says: Let us attend. And the Bishop, singing Alleluia, three times, makes three 
crosses, using a wand, with the Holy Chrism on the Antimension, one in the middle, 


i a 
and one on each side. And Psalm 132 is said to the end. 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou shalt 
wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow. 


Psalm 132 


Behold, what is so good or so pleasant, as for brethren to dwell 


And having pronounced this three times, he reads also the rest of the Psalm together in unity? It is like the myrrh upon the head that ran down upa 
to the end: beard, the beard of Aaron, that ran down upon the edge of his garment. it Is 


like the dew of Hermon that descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there 
Psalm 50:10-21 the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. 

Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; my humbled bones And glorifying God, the Bishop says: 
shall rejoice. Turn Thy face away from my sins, and blot out all mine iniqui- f ages 
ties. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Glory to Thee, O Holy Trinity, our God, unto the ages OF ages. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. a 
= = ee = Joy of Thy salvation, and with Thy governing Spirit | TRY: Amen. 

sh me. I shall teach transgressors Thy ways, and the ungodly shall tum (|. l in lik 
back unto Thee. Deliver me from ness O God Thou God of my 5 (And if there be many Antimensia, the above 15 done pe in like 

6 $ anner.) And when the aforementioned is finished, they say Psalm 131. 


salvation; my tongue shall rejoice in Thy righteousness. O Lord, Thou shalt 
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I| Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he ore ¢ ai haii A 
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A PA 
sleep to mi nor slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my temples, until |] faithful in Thy words, and steadfast in Thy || 
de A Goats én Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, | f agil Thy Holy MEGA to fight the good fight and to | 
we have heard of it in Eph'ratha; we have found it in the fields of the wood. | e. of godliness, and to keep the faith of the AUN Coar 
Let us enter into His tabernacles, let us worship at the place where His feet fulfil the course of g 


have stood. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. = iaa pa have = poe hs ie 
ae ‘ “0 os ints shall unto us, Thine um , MiS 

A A of hm waso my bene woo 

D i ’ await them. 

| obte one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce the good things which aw 

it: Of the fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons will keep My Pyclamation: 

covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their sons also UE 

shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has Through the mercies, and compassions, and love for mankind o 

chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will I 
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r "1 Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, Apra with = 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; her poor wil Most-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the age 
I satisfy with bread; her priests will I clothe with salvation, and her EE ages. 
shall rejoice with gladness. There will I make to spring up a horn for Dav! ; 
I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe wit Clergy: Ta 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish. 
| Bishop: P be unto all. 

Then the Bishop goes to the Table of Oblation, together with the Priests p eace 
and Deacons, and lamps are carried. | Clergy: Andia Yo we 
AAA o 

: he Lord. 

NOTE: In olden times what is now referred to as the Table of a Deacon: Bow your heads unto the 
a special place away from the Church, where the Proskomedia was performed. In ti | 
the Proskomedia was performed in a room next to the Altar, or even in the ee | Clergy: To Thee, O Lord. 
itself, off to the left side. The special room for the performing of the Proskomed! 


was called, in Slavonic, variously the Zhertvennik or the Predlozhenie. Often the 
term is used to refer to the S 


iS And the Bishop prays: 
pecial table itself upon which the Proskomedia ! 
celebrated. 


f erei 
O Lord our God, through the prayers of our Most-pure Sovereign 


; hands of 
Lady, the Theotokos, and ofall Thy Saints, direct the works of the hai 
EE AEPES - 






3 A r 
Vid! yi v y, Wn me weewee 5 
¿ALA 5 aes G_< 
a” ' o e p“ 7 
THLy. 7 


Exclamation: i ¿E : A 
And he sets the holy Paten on the Holy Table. Then ¡ 2 Bishop is given c 

| censer, and censing around the Holy Table, he says Psalm 25 to the end: — | 
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| Blessed and most-glorified be the majesty of Thy Kingdom: of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 


ages of ages. 






Clergy: Amen. 


And afier the conclusion of the Prayer, the Bishop takes up the holy Paten 
with the Holy Relics (covered with an Aer), and sets it upon his head: and he enters 
through the north doors of the church, together with the Priests, the Deacons with 
lamps and fans. (See NOTE above.) The Deacons, with lamps and censers, g0 
before according to rank, censing as they go. And they go up to the Holy Doors. 
And as they are entering, they sing the Troparion TONE 3 


O Good One, Who didst establish Thy Church upon the rock of 
faith: Do Thou guide aright our supplications therein, and accept the 
people, crying out in faith unto Thee: Save us, O our God, save us. 


And before the Holy Doors, the Bishop says, in a loud voice: 
Lift up your gates, O you princes. 
And the Bishops enters through the opened doors into the Holy Altar. And 


he goes around the Holy Table, singing: 


O holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have received 


Sy crowns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our 
souls. 








ie 


Psalm 25 


Judge me, O Lord, for I have walked in mine innocence; and hoping 
in the Lord I shall not grow weak. Prove me, O Lord, and try me; purify as 
with fire my reins and my heart. For Thy mercy is before mine eyes, and I 
have been well-pleasing in Thy truth. I have not sat with the council of 
vanity, nor shall I enter in with them that transgress the law. I have hated the 
congregation of evil-doers, and with the ungodly I will not sit. I will wash 
my hands in innocence, and I will compass Thine altar, O Lord, that I may 
hear the voice of Thy praise and tell of all Thy wondrous works. O Lord, I 
have loved the splendor of Thy house, and the place where Thy glory dwells. 
Destroy not my soul with the ungodly, nor my life with men of blood, in 
whose hands are iniquities; their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, 
I have walked in mine innocence; deliver me, O Lord, and have mercy on 
me. My foot has stood in uprightness; in the congregations will I bless Thee, 
O Lord. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 
And the Bishop prays: 


O Lord of Heaven and earth, Who with ineffable wisdom z 
founded Thy Holy Church, and, according to the model of RE h E 
Angels in Heaven, hast appointed the order of the Priesthood on eart ot as 

ou, O Compassionate Master, accept also us who now are praying, pen 
ones Worthy to entreat such things, but that the exceeding excellence of 1ny 


———=————— i= 


MÍ manifest on earth, and having shone the light of salvation unto them that || | |} sake of Thy great love for mankind. Therefore, we pray Thee, 
| were in darkness, He offered Himself up as a sacrifice for us, and becamea [| | || merciful Master: Do Thou fill with glory, and holiness, and grace, thi 
propitiation for the whole world, making us participants of His Resurrection; |} 


(these Altars), that the Bloodless Sacrifices which shall be offered « nit 
and having ascended into Heaven, He clothed His Disciples and Apostles, as (them), may be transformed into the Most-pure Body and Precious Blood of | g 
He had promised, with power from on high, that is, with the Holy Spirit, 
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our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, unto the |f 1 l 
Who is worshiped and almighty, Who proceeds from Thee, our God and 


Father, through Whom they became mighty in deed and word, administered 
Baptism unto the adoption of sonship, built churches, established Altars, and 
instituted the canons and laws of the Priesthood. And we sinners, observing 
their traditions, fall down before Thee, the Eternal God, and we pray Thee, 
O Deeply-compassionate One: Do Thou fill with Thy divine glory this 
church erected to Thy praise, and show forth this Altar (these Altars) as the 
Holy of Holies, that we who stand before it (them), as before the dread 
throne of Thy Kingdom, may serve uncondemned, sending up petitions for 
us and for all Thy people, and offering the Bloodless Sacrifice to Thy 
goodness, unto the remission of sins both voluntary and involuntary, unto the 
governing of our life, unto the leading to a good course of life, and the 
fulfilling of all righteousness. For blessed be Thy Most-holy Name: of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Clergy: Amen. 


Bishop: Peace be unto all. 


Clergy: And to your spirit. 


Deacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 


Priests: To Thee, O Lord. 


And the Bishop says this Prayer: 





p 


salvation of all Thy people and [of us, who are unworthy””]. 





"Literally, “of our unworthiness”. 





Exclamation: 


For Thou art our God, a God Who showeth mercy and saveth, and 
unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Clergy: Amen. 


And at the conclusion of the Prayer, the Bishop takes some of the Wax- 
mastic, and places it in the pouch prepared on the underside of the Antimension. 
Then he takes the three pieces (or one; see above) of Holy Relics, and puts them into 
the Wax-mastic, and pours over them the Holy Great Chrism, and seals them well 
with Wax-mastic. Then the Deacon says: 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Bishop says this Prayer: 


O Lord our God, Who hast given this glory also unto the Holy 


Martyrs that suffered for Thee, that their Relics should be sown in all the 














this (these), Thy most-honorable Altar (Altars), count us worthy, uncon 
demned, to offer up unto Thee, on it (them), the Bloodless Sacrifice. And 
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Relics therein of those who have suffered for Thy holy Name, the gift of 
working miracles, through them, for our salvation. 


Exclamation: 


For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory: of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Clergy: Amen. 


And at the conclusion, the Bishop is divested of his bindings (1.£., the 
Srachitza), before the Holy Table. Then he says: 


Let us depart in peace. 


And he leaves the Altar and stands in his usual place. And the Hours art 
begun, and the Divine Liturgy in order. And the Antimensia lie on the Holy Table 
seven days, the Divine Services being celebrated each day. 


Let is be known that this [Office] takes place before the Divine Liturgy 
although it can also take place in the Divine Liturgy, after the Exclamation, That 


with us they may glorify... (i.e., after the Litany of the Catechumens). 


| (However, the Hierarchical Service Books and Rubrics direct (and this E 
sb » that it take place before the Divine Liturgy, according to the Order print 
erein, that the Divine Liturgy not be impeded and delayed midway through.) 






| grant unto us all petitions which are unto salvation, vouchsafing also to the 
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ANTIMENSIA IN NEWLY-CONSTRUC* 
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GIVEN BY THE BISHOP TO AN ARCHIMANDRI 













OR AN IGUMEN, OR A PROTOPRESBYTER (ARCHPRIEST) || 


OR A PRESBYTER, CHOSEN FOR THIS PURPOSE, 
AND WHO HAS EXPERIENCE. 


When the building of a church has been completed, a representative comes, 


as the Bishop directs. And he places the consecrated Antimension on a Paten, itself 


set on a decorated stand (Analogion) which has been placed at the right side 
opposite the icon of the Savior. And he places the Holy Star over the Paten, and 
covers it with a covering; and a candle is lit and set in front of it. And he directs 
that a new, clean table be brought; and he sets it in the center of the church; and 
he covers it with a clean, white cloth (lit., Plashchanitsa; “Winding Shroud”; but 
not the “Winding Shroud” of Passion Week), and above it an Altar-cloth; and he 
sets upon them the Holy Gospel and the Precious Cross; and a long Altar Covering 
(lit, Srachitza; “First Altar Covering”) with which to cover the Holy Table down to 
the ground: the Inditia: a Cord, with which the Altar Covering (Srachitza) will be 
bound to the Holy Table; holy vessels and coverings; and all the other church 
appurtenances. And four candles in candlesticks are lit and set at the four corners 
of the table. And Small Vespers is sung. And at the proper time the All-night Vigil 
of the Dedication and of the church is sung according to the Rubric (as when a 
Church is consecrated). And afier Matins there will be the Sanctification of Waters: 
a table is set out, and on it a basin, with water poured into it, and the Precious 
Cr oss, laid on a tray, together with a branch of Basil. And he that presides is vested 
in all the usual Priestly vestments; likewise as many Priests and Deacons as there 
will be. And all the Priests and Deacons are given tapers. And he that pr esides 
egins to sing the Molieben and Lesser Sanctification of Waters (like that which is 
celebr ated on August 1). And at the conclusion of the Sanctification of Waters, the 
Priests take the Holy Water, and the Precious Cross which is on the tray, as well 
A the table upon which the necessary appurtenances lie; and they carry on ms 
A aes : (The Altar remains closed. And none of the laity may dare to stand aoe 
ie the Priests and Deacons vested in sacred vestments.) And the da ta : x 
cal °P of the Holy Table. And he that presides sprinkles the columns (or the sing 
umn ), saying nothing. 
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“The Holy Ta le, in olden usually consisted of a top, ort 
-columns at each comer, or a top supported by one column. In the carliest time: 

Í| Holy Table often was erected over the grave of a Martyr or a respected Saint. N 

the Holy Table should consist of the top, supported by four columns at each comer 





Saints. 





And the top of the Holy Table is secured to the pillar(s), washed with warm 
water, and rubbed dry. And again it is sprinkled with Holy Water. And while the 
Holy Table is erected and washed, Psalm 144 is said: 


Psalm 144 


I will exalt Thee, O my God, my King, and I will bless Thy name for 

ever, even unto the ages of ages. Every day will I bless Thee, and I will 
praise Thy name for ever, even unto the ages of ages. Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be praised, and of His greatness there is no end. Generation and 
generation shall praise Thy works, and Thy power shall they declare. Of the 
magnificence of the glory of Thy holiness shall they speak, and they shall 
proclaim Thy wonders. And of the power of Thine awesome deeds shall they 
speak, and they shall proclaim Thy greatness. The memory of the abundance 
of Thy goodness shall they pour forth, and they shall exult in Thy righteous: 
ness. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, longsuffering and greatly- 
merciful. The Lord is good to all, and His compassions are over all His 
works. Let all Thy works give praise unto Thee, O Lord, and let Thy saints 
bless Thee. Of the glory of Thy kingdom shall they speak, and they shall tel 
of Thy power; to make Thy power known to the sons of men, and the glo) 
of the magnificence of Thy kingdom. Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all the 
ages, and Thy dominion is in every generation and generation. Faithful is the 
Lord in all His words, and holy in all His works. The Lord upholds all that 
are falling, and sets up all that are cast down. The eyes of all hope in Thes, 
and Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand an 
fillest every living thing with Thy good will. Righteous is the Lord in all B® 
ways, and holy in all His works. Near is the Lord unto all that call upon 


and a single column in the center, upon which rests a small chest containing relics of 
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|| the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy nam 
| unto the ages of ages. | 


And: Psalm 22 . > ee 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me in 
the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it is! Thy mercy also shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
unto length of days. 


And: Psalm 83 


How beloved are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs and 
faints for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh have rejoiced in the 
living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself where she may lay her young—even Thine altars, O Lord of 
hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, unto 
ages of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man whose help is from 
Thee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 
which he has appointed, for the Lawgiver shall grant a blessing. They shall 
80 from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. O Lord 
God of hosts, hearken unto my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. O God, 
Our Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. For 

etter is one day in Thy courts than thousands e/sewhere, I have chosen 
rather to be an outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
‘inners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory, 
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`The Holy Table, in olden times, usually consisted of a top, supported 
s at cach comer, or a top supported by one column. In the earliest tim 
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| the Holy Table should consist of the top, supported by four columns at each comer 





and a single column in the center, upon which rests a small chest containing relics of | 


Saints. 
eee 


And the top of the Holy Table is secured to the pillar(s), washed with warm 
water, and rubbed dry. And again it is sprinkled with Holy Water. And while the 
Holy Table is erected and washed, Psalm 144 is said: 


Psalm 144 


I will exalt Thee, O my God, my King, and I will bless Thy name for 
ever, even unto the ages of ages. Every day will I bless Thee, and 1 will 
praise Thy name for ever, even unto the ages of ages. Great is the Lord and 
greatly to be praised, and of His greatness there is no end. Generation and 
generation shall praise Thy works, and Thy power shall they declare. Of the 
magnificence of the glory of Thy holiness shall they speak, and they shall 
proclaim Thy wonders. And of the power of Thine awesome deeds shall they 
speak, and they shall proclaim Thy greatness. The memory of the abundance 
of Thy goodness shall they pour forth, and they shall exult in Thy righteous- 
ness. Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, longsuffering and greatly- 
merciful. The Lord is good to all, and His compassions are over all His 
works. Let all Thy works give praise unto Thee, O Lord, and let Thy saints 
bless Thee. Of the glory of Thy kingdom shall they speak, and they shall tel 
of Thy power; to make Thy power known to the sons of men, and the glory 
of the magnificence of Thy kingdom. Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all the 
ages, and Thy dominion is in every generation and generation. Faithful is the 
Lord in all His words, and holy in all His works. The Lord upholds all that 
are falling, and sets up all that are cast down. The eyes of all hope in Theé 
and Thou givest them their food in due season. Thou openest Thy hand an 
fillest every living thing with Thy good will. Righteous is the Lord in all His 
ways, and holy in all His works. Near is the Lord unto all that call upon Hit 
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at love Him, but all the sinners He will destroy. N 


the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy name for eve 


unto the ages of ages. i. PUE 


And: Psalm 22 

The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me in 

the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, 

and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it is! Thy mercy also shall 

follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

unto length of days. 


And: Psalm 83 


How beloved are Thy dwellings, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs and 
faints for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh have rejoiced in the 
living God. Even the sparrow has found herself a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself where she may lay her young—even Thine altars, O Lord of 

sts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, unto 
ages of ages shall they praise Thee. Blessed is the man whose help is from 

hee, for he has set ascents in his heart, in the Valley of Tears, in the place 
Which he has appointed, for the Lawgiver shall grant a blessing. They shall 
80 from strength to strength; the God of gods shall be seen in Sion. O eS 
God of hosts, hearken unto my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. O God, 
Our Defender, behold, and look upon the face of Thine anointed one. For 

“ter is one day in Thy courts than thousands elsewhere; I have oe 
rather to be an Outcast in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents al 
“inners. For the Lord loves mercy and truth; God will give grace and glory, 
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ÑO Then the First") Altar Covering (Srachitza) is sprinkled with Holy Wat faith: Do Thou guide aright our supplications therei 
A and placed on the Holy Table, being bound (simply) to it with the Cord which has || jg people, crying out in faith unto Thee: Save us, O c 
been sprinkled also with Holy Water. Then the Inditia is sprinkled. and they dress | Ẹ TENN 
the Holy Table with it, saying: i And other Troparia, TONE 1: a PS ss | 
Psalm 92 O holy Martyrs, who fought the good fight and have received | | 
Pe your crowns: Pray to the Lord that He will be merciful to our | 
The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty, the Lord is clothed with AA 
strength, and has girded Himself. For He has established the world which | 
shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old, from everlasting art | Glory to Thee, O Christ God, the Apostles’ boast, the 
Thou. The rivers have lifted up, O Lord, the rivers have lifted up their Martyrs’ joy, whose preaching was the Consubstantial | 
voices. The rivers will lift up their waves, at the voices of many waters. Trinity. | 
Wonderful are the billows of the sea, wonderful on high is the Lord. Thy 
testimonies are made very sure; holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto And having come to the Great Gates (i.e., the main entrance of the church), 
length of days. 


| | f; 
which are to the west, standing and looking to the east, he that presides say 
: | d unto 
And the Holy Gospel and the Pre ious ( TOS “ are sel dow n on the Holy Blessed art Thou always, O Christ our God, now and ever, an 
Table, and they are covered with a Winding Shroud, that is, an A ltar-cloth. And all the ages of ages. 
of these are sprinkled with Holy Water. Then the [room containing the Table of 
Oblation, including the Table itself] is adorned by the sprinkling of Hol) ye And the Choir inside the church answers. 
And all of the vessels and coverings are put in place and covered with an Alta 
o i i : 
cloth. Then he [that presides] sprinkles the Altar and the whole church with Hol) a 
7 > q d im : 
Water. And he censes the Altar and the whole church. And he that presides > 
> 3 a ; pn l4 
Let us depart in peace.... And then they take up the Holy Gospel, the Cross. | And he that presides says: 
Holy Water, and the other (portable) Jcons, as during a Cross-Procession. ee P . 
having censed the consecrated Antimension, he that presides takes it upon his api Lift O rinces, and be lifted up, O eternal gates, 
(together with the Paten, covered with the Star and its covering), and makes 4 iit up your gates, U you p i 


PRE . an i ; 
circuit around the outside of the church from the south side, with the deacon d the King of Glory shall enter in. 
censing the Holy Antimension being carried on his head. And the Deacons who 4 


. k Ñ 5 ' hen 
Sings the Antimension, in which are the Holy Relics. cense also the church ye 
they come to the doors on the south side, the east, the north, and the west. An 
Second Priest, followin 


los the ee 
after the one bearing the Antimension, sprinkles we Who is this King of Glory? 
church with Holy Water. 


And, singing, the Choir inside the church answers: 


Deacon: 





Let us pray to the Lord. 
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~ Andhe that presides prays: 


O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who art blessed forever, 


Church of the first-born, who are written in Heaven, where is the abode of 
them that rejoice, and the voice of gladness: Do Thou Thyself, O Master 
Who lovest mankind, look upon us, Thy sinful and unworthy servants, 
feasting the renewal of the honorable Church of N., according to the pattem 
of Thy most-holy Church, that is, of our own body, which Thou hast 
vouchsafed unto us by the all-praised Apostle Paul to call Thy church and 
members of Thy Christ, and do Thou establish it immovable unto the end of 
the age, and glorified in Thee. And count us worthy that, without reproach, 
we may offer therein praises and doxologies unto Thy glory, and unto Thy 
Holy Spirit, with understanding, and with all emotion; and that those who 
worship Thee in the fear of Thee may show themselves worthy of Thy divine 
compassions; and that these prayers offered up by us and by all Thy people 
unto Thine ineffable deep compassion, may be acceptable unto Thy 
goodness: Through the prayers of our Holy, Most-pure Sovereign Lady, the 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, and of all the Saints. 


Choir: Amen. 


And immediately he says this Entrance Prayer: 


O Master, Lord our God, Who hast appointed in Heaven orders and 
hosts of Angels and Archangels for the service of Thy glory: Grant that with 
our entrance there may be an entrance of Holy Angels, serving with us an 


glorifying with us Thy goodness. For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and 
worship: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and evel, 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 





Who through the veil of His flesh has renewed for us an entrance into the || 





"The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Gl 


And the Choir repeats it. And again he that presides ays: 


4 a) 


The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory. — 


And he makes the Sign of the Cross over the gates of the church with the 
Antimension and the Holy Relics. And they enter into the church, while the Choir 
sings the Troparion, TONE 4: 


As Thou hast shown forth the splendor of the firmament on high, 
together with the beauty of the holy habitation of Thy glory here 
below, O Lord, do Thou confirm the same unto the ages of ages, and 
accept our prayers continuously offered therein unto Thee: Through 
the Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all. 


And he that presides lays the consecrated Antimension on the Holy Table 
and sets on it the Holy Gospel; and having covered it, he says the Prayer Before the 
Holy Table. 


Ánd the Deacon says: 
Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


And he that presides, kneeling (and the people there present in the church 
kneel also), reads this Prayer in the hearing of all: 


Prayer Before the Holy Table 


O Lord our God, Who by Thy word alone didst create the zo 
leading it into existence, and Who ineffably gavest it various forms; f 
didst set Thy Spirit hovering above it, and Who didst pour forth the gost 
the sun upon it, for its renewal: Who didst inspire Moses, Thy bane” 
add unto Thine exceedin gly good creation a certain special praise, and to say 
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through Thy Son, hast commanded us to renew our nature by Thy Holy 


Spirit, that, through His gifts the Righteous may shine like the sun: We pray 


Thee, and we make supplication unto Thee, the Father of the Word, our 
Lord and our God, forasmuch as, through Thine ineffable love for mankind, 


and through Thy boundless mercy creation and the ancient covenant (which | 
was the image of the new covenant) in Thy divine revelation of Thyself on 


Mount Sinai, and in that wondrous Bush that burned, and in the Tent of 
Witness, and in that exceedingly beautiful Temple of Solomon, receives 
renewal: With merciful eyes do Thou look upon us Thy sinful and unworthy 
servants who abide in this house like unto Heaven, the boast of the universe, 
the true Altar of Thine ineffable glory, and send down upon us, upon Thine 
inheritance, Thy Most-holy Spirit. And, according to the divine David, renew 
a right spirit in our hearts, and with Thy governing Spirit establish us. And 
grant unto them that rule over us victories over enemies both visible and 
invisible, and unto us peace and concord. And give remission of sins unto 
them that have diligently completed this building and the consecration of a 
church by Thy word, granting unto them such petitions as are unto salvation. 
Stir them up to the fulfilling of Thy commandments: grant unto them the 
renewal of the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, that uncondemned they may worship 


Thee, the only True God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent: Through 
the prayers of the Theotokos, and of all Thy Saints. 


Choir: Amen. 


And after the Prayer he that presides rises, as do the others. And the 
Deacon says the Litany: 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep US» 
O God, by Thy grace. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


~~ 
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Saints, let us commend ourselv ar g 
life unto Christ our God. dd 


To Thee, O Lord. e] 4 rm 
Exclamation: 


For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who restest upon the Precious 
Martyrs who have suffered for Thee, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


He that presides takes the Precious Cross, and standing in the middle of 
the church, he makes the Sign of the Cross three times to the four sides: to the east, 
to the west, to the south, and to the north. And the Deacon censes the Precious 
Cross, as usual, as during the Cross-Procession: First, he says, Let us pray to the 
Lord. And the Clergy sing (while the people say to themselves), Lord, have mercy 
(thrice), at each side of the Signing. Then he that presides kisses the i 
Cross, as do those ministering with him, and he sprinkles them with pee ie 
Then the people kiss the Precious Cross held in his hand, and he pies ; es = 
people with Holy Water. And they begin the Hours. And, entering the má i 
performs the Proskomedia as usual. And then there will be the Holy Liturgy. ; oa 
the other actions of the Bishop, he shall not perform, nor shall he say any of 


other Prayers, because all these were fulfilled by the Bishop over the Holy 
Antimension. 


ted 
And in this way any other church shall be sanctified and comple 
through the Antimension consecrated by the Bishop and sent to il. 
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NOTE IN THE BOOK OF NEEDS: 
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| P | N ICO ISTASIS | 
Accordingly, there are three actions which a Priest cannot perform, but ) $. A eE | 
only the Bishop: 1) the Consecration of the Chrism; 2) the Consecration of the | | i kta 
Dos | . Jf Let it be known, that if the Iconostasis is erected in a church that has 
| Altar (Antimension), and the Great Consecration of a Church; and 3) Ordination. ready been consecrated by the Bishop (or blessed by his representative), in due || 


| course it is consecrated by an Archpriest (or, if he so desires, from one of the local 

| clergy). But if the church has not been consecrated or blessed, it must first be | 
consecrated or blessed, and then the Icons, immediately after the anointing with | | 
Chrism of the walls, but before the censing. As the Bishop is standing before the | 
Royal Gates, the Deacon says: Let us pray to the Lord. He reads the appointed 
prayers below and sprinkles the Icons with Holy Water, and then censes and 
completes the Consecration. [If it is being blessed by his representative, this is 
done just before the Dismissal, as he is standing before the Royal Gates; after Let 
us pray to the Lord, he reads all the prayers written below, and then pronounces 
the usual Dismissal.) If the church has already been consecrated (or blessed, i.e., 
the “Lesser Consecration” done by the Bishop’s representative), the newly-installed 
Icons are blessed in the following manner: The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and 

| Phelonion, if he does not have Holy Water, first performs the Lesser Blessing of 

Waters; then, standin g before the Holy Doors, he begins as usual; 






| This is according to the disciple of the divine Apostle, Dionysius the Areopagite, 
who witnesses to this in his book on the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, in the fifth 
chapter; and according to the witness of the sanctified man, wondrous in wisdom, 
the narrator of the heavenly and earthly hierarchies and expounder of sacred 
word, Saint Maximus the Confessor. 


A _EX-—— rre 


f 
| Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. | 
| 


And the Choir sings: Amen. O Heavenly King...; and the Reader: the 

Trisagion. After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom... Reader: 

| Amen. Lord, have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us 
Worship..., and Psalm 131(2). 


Psalm 131(2) 
Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he swore a7 
oath unto the Lord, and vowed unto the God of Jacob: I shall not enter into 
| © abode of my house, nor go up upon the couch of my bed; I shall bee ol 
| I =P to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my temp ana 
| tind a place for the Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Be 





Thy priests shall clothe themselves with righteousness, and Thy saints shall 





it: Of the fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons will keep My 
covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their sons also 
shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 
chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will I 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; her poor will 
I satisfy with bread; her priests will I clothe with salvation, and her saints 
shall rejoice with gladness. There will I make to spring up a horn for David, 
I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe with 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish 








Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 


The Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord our God, God of gods, and Lord of lords, God of Sabaoth, 
Creator and Fashioner of all things visible and invisible, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of Thy people Israel, Who knewest how easy it was 
for them to turn their hearts from Thee, the True God, unto strange and false 
gods: Plucking them from idolatry, always desiring to hold them unswerv 
ingly in the knowledge and service of Thee, the only True God, Thou didst, 
with threats, forbid them, that they not make for themselves images an 
likenesses contrary to Thee, the True God, in order to worship and serve 
them as the Lord. And again, that likenesses and images might glorify no! 
strange, false and non-existing gods, but the most-holy and magnificent 
Name of Thee, the One True God (Who, according to Scripture, didst no! 


| rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face of Thine E of the Law, the Golden Pot, and Aaron's Rod, and over it two go 
| anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce || 
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mand to be constructed the Ark of the Covenant, : 
ines not rot and covered with gold, in which were later plac 
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| cherubim, and for many cherubim, the work of weavers, to be fash ioned « 
| placed on the curtains, as well as two cherubim to be placed at the corners ~ 
of the mercy seat. Later, when Solomon erected a Temple for Thee, Thou | 
didst command that there be placed two cherubim made of cypress wood 
covered by gold. And as the Temple was Thy dwelling-place amidst the 
people, it had them in it, signifying the majesty of Thy glory, and retaining 
the memory of Thy truly-great and most-glorious miracles and benefits 
revealed by Thee, and (even if the work of men’s hands), Thou didst 
command that these should be honored with fear and trembling, with God- 
pleasing veneration, with censing, and with prayer offered up before them. 
And this honor, as if rendered unto Thee Thyself, Thou didst accept 
mercifully. But them that dishonored Thee, and did not honor them 
discerningly, as was meet, Thou didst torment and destroy, as Thou didst 
Uzzah. The diversity of honor acceptable to God, as distinct from images 
contrary to God, Thou didst reveal clearly in the time of Eli, the priest and 
judge of Israel, in the destruction of the idol Dagon and the wounding of the 
Philistines. But in the fullness of time, Thou didst send Thine Only-begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, born of a woman, the Ever-Virgin Mary. He 
took the form of a servant, and appeared in the likeness of man, the likeness 
of His own most-pure Image. Having touched a towel to His divine Face, He 
made an image, which He sent to Abgar, Prince of Edessa. Through it He 
healed him from his infirmity; and upon all coming to this Jmage an 
venerating it with faith, He bestowed countless healings and a great bounty 
of miracles. We also, O All-good and Most-compassionate Master, have set 
fore Thee these images of Thy Beloved Son, in remembrance of the saving 
carnation, and all His most-glorious miracles: His Passion, His Crucifixion, 
is Death, His most-glorious Resurrection, His 
a S gracious deeds, wrought on earth, which 
a He appeared as a man, about whic 
S unto us; likewise, His most-pure Mother, as most- 


Ascension into Heaven, and 
He showed unto the human 


h the divine Gospel clearly 
honorable and 
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word of God, the Martyrs, Hierarchs, Venerable Ones, and all 





Thy true Image, we do not count them as divine, but know that the honor. 
rendered the image ascends to the prototype. With honor we have set them 
before Thy majesty in Thy holy temple, and falling down before them, we 
eamestly beseech Thee: Do Thou look down with mercy upon us and upon 
these images, and for the sake of the appearance in the flesh of Thy Beloved 
Son, and of all His saving and divine Providence, carried out in the flesh, in 
remembrance of Him and to His glory; through the prayers of His most-pure 
and most-blessed Mother, of the holy bodiless powers of Heaven, of the 
honorable Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John, of the Prophets who 
proclaimed the word of God, of the Spirit-bearing Apostles, of the right- 
victorious Martyrs, of the Hierarchs, Venerable and Righteous Ones, and of 
all Thy Saints, in whose honor and memory these images we have erected. 
Send down upon them Thy heavenly blessing and the grace of the Most-holy 
Spirit, bless and sanctify them, and grant them the power that heals and 
dispels all diabolical snares: and fill them with the blessing, power and 
strength which Thou didst pour out richly on that other holy Image Not- 
Made-By-Hands, through the touching of the most-holy, most-pure and 
divine Face of Thine Only-begotten Son, the action, powers and miracles of 
which are for the confirmation of the Orthodox Faith and the salvation of 
Thy people. All of us have bowed down in worship before these images—t0 
Thee and Thine Only-begotten Son, and to Thy Most-holy and Lifegiving 
Spirit—and eamestly we have prayed unto Thee in faith, entreating that wè 
ee find and receive mercy through the Saints, as Thy faithful servants and 
ee name was given a cup of cold water, for, mercifully, 
Ist | grant the reward of a prophet, or of a righteous man, 
i e a disciple. In the prayers offered unto Thee in time of troubles, of want, 
clon ln e gaze upon these, thei ct 
sae ean p ee in prayers and supplications, cause our dilig 
E to be heard, and that they may draw down the mercy of Thy lové 
i ays apt remission of sins and count us worthy to receive grace. 
art Our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory, 


Thy favorites, faithful servants, and sincere friends, having | 


AA 
EN Priest: 





E 


B a] < © l ds a 
] bd A y Le $ 
Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, G 
[nine i 3St-nO! rood anc 
— y É. ae aN 


uE 
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|| Choir: Amen. 
| Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Priest, bowing his head, reads this prayer secretly: 


O Lord our God, Who dost not reject the images “written” of Thy 
Saints, but acceptest them with love, that gazing upon them with fleshly 
yes, by means of our spiritual eyes we may call to remembrance and 
a the lives and spiritual works of them that were well-pleasing unto 
vo and honor them in that which is “written”. Earnestly, therefore, we 
of a these Icons that are in honor and glory and remembrance 
tg Incarnation, of the miracles and bounties of Thine Only- 
them, but On, announced to us in the divine Gospel, that we not only honor 
been de : fa. upon them we may receive in our minds that which has 

er oo > » and carry away the remembrance with thanksgiving. In like 
ofthe M ave fashioned also Zcons of the Most-pure Virgin Theotokos, 
othe Hol a Powers of Heaven, of the Holy Forerunner and Baptist John, 
merciful eng Prophets, Martyrs, and of all Thy Saints. As Thou art 
‘a i Thy heavenly blessing, in the sprinkling of this Holy Water, 

all them that ae sanctify them. And, through Thy loving-kindness, enable 
Father, and o before them in faith, honoring, as is meet, Thee, God the 
Spirit, and t ine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy and Lifegiving 
ti e Most-pure Theotokos, and all Thy Saints, whose representa- 
os Icons, and who shall call upon them, as Thy true servants 
eating their mediation and help in prayers unto Thee, their 
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them worthy to become heirs of Thy Kingdom. a PP 


we 
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And he exclaims: 











(TONE 1) With love, O pure Virgin, we honor thy holy Icon, and 

with one accord we proclaim thee as true Mother of God. For unto || 
them that bow down to thee in faith, thou hast revealed thyself as || 
their Protectress and powerful Mediatress, banishing every evil from | 
them, for thou art able to do all things. 


For Thou art the God of mercy, and compassion, and love for || | 
mankind, and unto Thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only- 
begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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Choir: Amen. And immediately after this, the Priest pronounces the usual Dismissal. 
And the Bishop (or Priest) sprinkles the entire Iconostasis with Holy Water, 
from the bottom to the top, saying: 


These Icons are sanctified by the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in 
honor and glory of our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ, and in remem- 
brance of His Saints, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


And immediately, the Choir sings (or the Reader chants) these Troparia, 
TONE 2: 


We venerate Thy most-pure Image, O Good One, entreating 
forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ God. For by Thine own 
will Thou wast well-pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, t° 
deliver them, that Thou didst create, from the slavery of the Enemy: 
Therefore, in thanksgiving we cry out unto Thee: Thou hast filled all | 
with joy, O our Savior, having come to save the world! | 


A 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 


O Apostles. Prophets, and Hierarchs, Venerable and Righteous 
Ones, and all you Saints who have finished nobly your struggles a 
kept the Faith: As friends of God having boldness toward the Savio! 











PRAYER FOR THE RENOVATION | NN 
OF A TEMPLE OF GOD i Y O Pre-eternal God and Only-begotten Son, True God and Fa: 
| ofall Creation, Who, most-wisely, hast adorned this Creation with wisdom ||. 
and reason; Who drovest the sea over the earth and didst bottle up the nature || 
of water into one gathering-place; Who didst adorn the whole earth by | 





| O Lord, our God, Who, with foreknowledge, didst create the world ||. 
at a single word, and didst shape it with ineffable words, Who broughtest 





down upon it Thine invisible Holy Spirit, and didst spill out upon it the light 
of the sun for its restoration; Who didst inspire Moses who pleased Thee, to 
apply to Thy truly-good Creation superior praise and to say that Thou didst 
see the light, that it was good, and didst call this Day, (Upon seeing this 
truly-bright sun renewing Creation every day, in truth we glorify Thee the 
Dayspring, and Thy light that never sets); Who, by Thy Son, hast command 
us that our nature should be renewed through Thy Holy Spirit, that with His 
righteous gifts we might shine like the sun: We entreat Thee and incline 
ourselves unto Thee, O Father of the Word, our Lord and God. For Creation 
has received renewal through Thine inexpressible love for mankind and Thy 
boundless mercy in the ancient Law that was an image of the New Covenant, 
in Thy divine appearing on Mount Sinai in the miraculous Bush, in the Tent 
of the Testimony, and in the truly-magnificent Temple of Solomon. With 
merciful eyes, look down upon us sinners, Thine unworthy servants, O Thou 
Who tookest up Thine abode in a House more spacious than the heav- 
ens—the Praise of the universe, the True Altar of Thine ineffable glory. Send 
down Thy Most-holy Spirit upon us, and upon Thine inheritance, and as the 
divine David said, put a new and right spirit in our hearts. Strengthen us with 
Thy governing Spirit, and grant Thine Orthodox people victories OV 
enemies, both visible and invisible, and peace and harmony. Unto them that 
working with all speed on this edifice, and with divine zeal for the renovation 
of this temple, grant remission of sins; fulfil their petitions which are 10! 
salvation, raise them up to the doing of Thy commandments, and grant them 
the renewal of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, that, uncondemned, they might 
worship Thee, the Only True God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou didst sen 
by the prayers of the Theotokos and of all Thy Saints. Amen. 











bringing down Thy Divine Spirit over the waters, and didst renew the whole 
earth; Who, with skill, didst construct the Tent of the Testimony through 
Moses, and didst renew it by Thy Holy Spirit; Who didst command most- 
wise Solomon to construct a holy and glorious house to Thine ineffable and 
unsearchable glory, and didst renew it by Thy Holy Spirit, (for then the glory 
and grace of Thy Holy Spirit covered it, and all the elders of Israel who saw 
this were set in order): We entreat Thee and incline ourselves unto Thee, O 
Eternal Word and Son of the Father Who is without beginning, that in this 
hour Thou mayest send down the grace of Thy Most-holy Spirit upon us and 
upon this temple now raised up to Thy praise and glorification, that Thou 
mayest confirm it and strengthen it, preserving it to the end of the ages, and 
that Thou mayest renew it by Thy Holy Spirit, that offering up in it the 
Bloodless Sacrifices unto Thee, we may become communicants of the Holy 
Spirit, having been renewed in our innermost beings, confirming Thy 
dominion in our thoughts, and that, mystically offering up noetic sacrifices 
in a purified temple, we may bring them to Thee, God the Master, to the 
glory and honor of Thee, the Eternal and Immortal Father, and Thine Only- 
begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and 
ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR THE OPENING OF A CHURCH 
DESECRATED BY HERETICS 


ae oe coal ME 
PRAYER FOR THE OPENING OF A CHUR 
DESECRATED BY PAGANS OR BY HERET 





FROM OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS, TARASIUS, 
PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE 





This Prayer (and the one that follows) is said by the Bishop; hence, a 
determination, whether the Prayer(s) need be said must be made by him. Originally 
composed by Patriarch Tarasius for churches desecrated by pagans, either by offering 
up their rituals within, or defiled by their dead, this Prayer (and the one that follows) 
is used for any circumstance whereby a church may be desecrated, not only by pagans, 
but also by heretics and non-Christians. Through these Prayers, even church vessels 
and furnishings, defiled by the breath of such, are sanctified and restored. 
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Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

O Master, Lord our God, we beseech Thee Who art merciful and 
condescending to our sins: Hearken unto the prayer of Thy servants. And 
a heretic, in godlessness, has struck Thy Holy Altar, drive him away, as Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind, that, standing uncondemned before Thy 
holy glory, we may be counted worthy to serve at it and offer unto Thee oul 
true service, the Bloodless Sacrifice, and that we may receive the eternal 
good things which Thou hast prepared for them that love Thee, O Lord. For 
Thou art our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory: t° the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the 
ages of ages. Amen. 





See the Note for the previous Prayer. 


Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

O Lord, our God, Who hast shown this temple to be Thy dwelling- 
place, by the coming of Thy Lifegiving Spirit in the precious Chrism; Who 
didst sanctify the Prophets and Apostles: For the sake of our sins, it has been 
permitted by Thee that Thy most-pure Altar be desecrated 


[(if desecrated by pagans) by godless pagans who have not known Thy 
greatly-hymned and magnificent Name. 


(ifdesecrated by heretics) by those who, out of renunciation and impiety, have 
troubled and torn the Church of the most-pure Gospels, and of the traditions 
of the Apostles, Fathers, and the Righteous. ] 


Do Thou Thyself, again, with merciful eyes, accepting us of the True 
Faith who have come unto Thee, and who, in repentance, have confessed our 
sins Committed knowingly, and who desire to offer the Pure and Bloodless 
Sacrifice unto Thee in it, cleanse it from the defilement of them that have 
abused it, and, as Thou Thyself only art pure, manifest it, as it was before, 
filled with purity and the superessential Holy Things, and as Thou only art 
able to sanctify them that turn their hearts unto Thee, purify us also most- 
completely from the counsels of the evil one, and of every doubt and division 
Of thought. For Thou art our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up 
glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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PRAYER SAID AT THE ENTRANCE OF DIVINE 
BEFORE THE CUSTOMARY ONE, 

AT THE OPENING OF A CHURCH IN WHICH 

THE VIOLENT DEATH OF SOMEONE HAS OCCURRED. 











This Prayer is said by the Bishop at the Entrance of Divine Liturgy. However, | 
the Book of Needs doesn’t specify which Entrance. (The title only indicates that itis | 


said before the customary “one”.) It is intended for the purification of a church defiled 
by a violent and unforseen death within. 


In addition, the following Rubric is found in the Book of Needs concerning 
this Prayer: 


This Prayer is also said for the Opening of a Church in which there has 
occurred a defilement, either by a death or by birthgiving of a dumb beast which, 
according to the Old Testament, is impure and not fit to be sacrificed 


According to Old Testament Law sacrifices consisting of unclean animals 
could not be offered up, as they were considered to be sources of defilement. The 
ancient Fathers never permitted situations in which the church could be defiled. 
Remembering its previous state as the Old Testament Church, defilement due to the 
birthgiving or untimely death of a dumb beast must be removed. 





Concerning Such situations noted above, the Bishop must be informed and 
a determination made by him. 


2 SE ee 


Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy: 


O Master and Lord our God, Who, out of Thy bounteous and 


le goodness, wast pleased that this temple in the name of ar 
, as the abode of Thine unapproachable and inexpressible glory, 


| 


ineffab 


church 
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human, fashioned according to Thine Image, from the 
murderer of mankind from the beginning. 


fit for sacrifice and unclean. 


(ifan animal has given birth) by the snares of the devil, through the birth of a 
dumb beast which, according to Thine ancient Holy Law, is not fit for 
sacrifice and unclean. ] 


Do Thou Thyself, out of the abundance of Thine immeasurable 
mercy, accepting the petition of us, Thy sinful and useless servants, brought 
unto Thee with true faith, and purify this temple and its Altar, by the infusion 
of Thy Holy Spirit; and by Thy grace, do Thou renew it as before for pure 
doxologies, acceptable offerings, and the Bloodless Sacrifice, to the glory 
and praise of Thy goodness. Yea, O Master of All, Thou alone art pure in 
essence and all-holy; Who sanctifiest all by Thy Word, and Who purifiest the 
hearts of all of us who seek after Thee, from every filth of body and soul, 
from doubting thoughts, and temptations of the conscience. For Thou art our 
Sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


(if an animal has died in the church) by the snares of the devil, through the 
death of a dumb beast which, according to Thine ancient Holy Law, is not 
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ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF THE FOUNDATION 
OF A NEW BELL TOWER 


{THE 





PENN | 


This Order is not found in the Book of Needs, as the Bell Tower usually was 


part of the church proper and was sanctified when the church was consecrated. | 


However, it is appropriate for circumstances when the Bell Tower is constructed apart 
from the main church edifice. 





The Priest, coming together with Servers bearing the Holy Water and the 
Sprinkler to the place where the Bell Tower will be constructed puts on his 
Epitrachelion and begins, as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Then: Amen. O Heavenly King....Holy God...Glory...O Most-holy Trin- 
ity...Lord, have mercy (thrice). Glory...Our Father...For Thine is the 


Kingdom... Lord, have mercy (12 times). Glory....Come, let us wor- 
ship...(thrice). Then: 


Psalm 69(70) 


O God, attend unto my help; O Lord, make haste to help me. Let 
them be put to shame and confounded that seek after my soul. Let them be 
turned back and brought to shame that desire evils for me. Let them be 
turned back at once and brought to shame that say unto me: Well done! Well 
done! Let all rejoice and be glad in Thee that seek after Thee, O God; and 
let them that love Thy salvation say continually: The Lord be magnified. But 


I am poor and needy; O God, do Thou help me. Thou art my Helper and my 
Deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. 


After the Psalm, the Choir sings the following Troparion, TONE 2: 
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glory, and by Thy power quickly 
only art All-powerful and the Lov 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Hol y S pi : 
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Kontakion, TONE 2: Come, O Merciful Lord, lending Thine assis- |} 
tance to the founders of this building, strengthening, by Thy merciful 
and mighty hand, this construction which is being accomplished to 
Thy glory and praise, and mercifully preserve the consolation of 
Thine inheritance, as Thou art the Lover of Mankind. 


Now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Theotokion, TONE 4: As Thou art the Fashioner of every created 
thing and the Director of the thoughts of men, looking upon all our 
feeble intentions, do Thou visit the conceiving of this tower, and 
bring it to a better composition. For, behold, we lay our supplication 
on Thee and the Most-pure Mother of Thy Son, whom we glorify as 
is meet, as the only hope of Thy servants. 


Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


- O Lord God Almighty, Who madest Heaven with understanding, and 
didst found the earth upon the firmament, Fashioner and Creator of all 
things: Do Thou look down now upon this place that has been prepared in 

e firmness of Thy strength for the building of a tower as an annex to Thy 
temple, in which bells will be placed and kept. May Thou Thyself be the 
Strengthener and Founder of it, according to Thy divine and evangelical 
voice, that winds and water may not be able to harm it, and be well-pleased 
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Choir: Amen. ’ 


the foundations will be, he says: 
This edifice of a Bell Tower is founded: in the Name of the Father: 
And making the Sign of the Cross over the excavation with one of the 


stones, he throws it into the excavation into the mortar poured there by the 
workers; then taking a second stone and doing likewise, he throws it, saying: 







And of the Son: 


And taking also a third stone, likewise making the Sign of the Cross, he 
throws it, saying: 


And of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


| And immediately he sprinkles all of the excavations, and the whole site 
(including the workers), with Holy Water, saying: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


| But if the edifice will be of wood, the Priest, taking an axe, strikes three 
times a beam placed at the eastern side, saying: 


This edifice of a Bell Tower is founded: in the Name of the Father: 


And, likewise, he sprinkles the whole place, the lumber, and the workers 


with Holy Water. 


And immediately he makes the customary daily Dismissal. 
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part of the church proper and was sanctified when the church was consecratec 


Then the Priest takes three stones, and standing over the excavations where. Aa 
However, it is appropriate for circumstances when the Bell Tower is constructed apart |} 
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This Order is not found in the Book of Needs, as the Bell ' 
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from the main church edifice. 


EE 


The Priest, having the blessing of the Bishop, stands before the Bell Tower 
at the western side, facing east. Before him stands a special table, on which are set 
lighted candles, a Cross, the Gospel Book, and Holy Water. Vested in Epitrachelion 
and Phelonion, he censes the Bell Tower round about, and begins, as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Then: Amen. O Heavenly King....Holy God...Glory...O Most-holy 
Trinity...Lord, have mercy (thrice). Glory...Our Father...For Thine is the 
Kingdom.... Lord, have mercy (12 times). Glory....Come, let us wor- 
Ship... (thrice). Then: 


Psalm 60(61) 


Hearken, O God, unto my supplication; be attentive unto my prayer. 
From the ends of the earth have I cried unto Thee, when my heart was in 
anguish. Upon a rock Thou hast lifted me high; Thou hast guided me. For 
Thou hast become my hope, a tower of strength against the face of the 
enemy. I will dwell in Thy Tabernacle for ever, I shall be sheltered in the 
Shelter of Thy wings. For Thou, O God, hast heard my prayers, Thou hast 
given an inheritance to them that fear Thy name. Days Thou shalt add to the 
days of the king; Thou shalt lengthen his years unto generation and genera- 
tion. He shall abide for ever before the face of God; as for His mercy and 
truth, who shall search them out? So will I sing praises to Thy name for ever, 
that I may pray my vows from day to day. 





Let us pray to the Lord. Ds A Priest: Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us 


Peace be unto all. O 
| Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 





| Choir: And to your spirit. ki i 
And the Priest reads, in a loud voice, this Prayer: À l T: i | 
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint | 

O Lord our God Almighty, God of our Fathers, Who, through Thy Matthew. 

chosen vessel, the Apostle Paul, didst say that every creation of Thine is E 

good, and nothing is to be refused if it be sanctified by Thy word and prayer || | || P0: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

(1 Tim. 4:4,5): Do Thou look down now, O Merciful One, we humbly beseech D 

Thee, on our prayer and on this Tower which Thy servants have constructed E Let us attend. 

to the glory of Thy most-holy Name, and through Thy heavenly blessing and Pt hae A vn 

i of us, Thine unworthy servants, mercifully bless and sanctify it, ee TS ee ome 

and manifest it also as fit for the service of Thy most-exalted praise,; and f ; 

grant remission of sins, by Thy heavenly grace, unto them that have The Gospel according to Matthew (Pericope 67—Matt. 16:13-18): 

arta cb oon y be partakers of Thy Kingdom. de e At that time: When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, 

j ` compassions, and love for mankind, and unto nec He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, 

o we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, i i 





am?” And they said, “Some say that Thou art John the Baptist, some Elijah, 


now and ever, and unt : “ 
o the ages of ages. and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Jesus said unto them, “But who 





Choir: Ao do you say that 1 am?” And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the 
i Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed it 
Then he sprinkles the Bell Tower round about, saying: unto thee, but My Father Who is in Heaven. And I also say unto thee, that 
i . : | thou art Pet i k I will build My Church; and the gates of 
ra This Bell Tower is sanctified for the glory of the Lord by the | | Hades shall TN a ee ap SENN K ; | 
e ihe Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and p g 
3 n | | 
e Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) Choir: Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 
And having sprinkled i wer, | 
etree: stb ed it round about, he stands before the Bell To | Arid after the Gospel dee 


And that we may be accounted worthy to listen to the Holy Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we 
Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God: pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 
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Again we pray that this city (or, if a monastery: this | 
habitation), and every monastery, city, town, and ever 
country be preserved from famine, pestilence, earthquake. 







favorable, that He may turn away all the wrath stirred up 
against us, and deliver us from His righteous threatening 
which hangs over us, and have mercy on us. 


Again we pray for all our brethren (ifa monastery; if not: all 
the people here present), and for all Orthodox Christians. 


Exclamation: 


Hearken unto us, O God our Savior, Thou hope of all the ends of the 
earth and of them that be far off at sea: and be merciful, be merciful, 0 
Master, regarding our sins, and have mercy on us; for Thou art a merciful 
God, and the Lover of Mankind, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


Ánd he makes the usual daily Dismissal. 
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flood, fire, the sword, the invasion of aliens, and civil wal ii 
that our good and man-loving God may be gracious and || 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESS 


oe 





Holy Water from the outside, the top, and inside. (Thus, it is pro 


The bell is set near the church in such a way that it o hare 





r to 


before it is placed in the bell tower.) If a Bishop performs this service, he is vested || 


1 6 


in all his hierarchal vestments, or, at least, in Mantya, Epitrachelion, Omophorion 
and Mitre. (If a Priest performs the service, he is vested in Epitrachelion and 
Phelonion.) He comes out of the church and proceeds to the bell where Holy Water 
and a basin for the Holy Water has already been set out on a table appropriately 
covered. And he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


And the Clergy sing (TONE 6): Amen. O Heavenly King.... Then the 
Reader continues with the Trisagion. After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the 
Kingdom....Reader: Amen. Lord, have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and 
ever...Come, let us worship..., and Psalms 148-150: 


Psalm 148 


Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Praise 
Him, all you His angels; praise Him, all you His hosts. Praise Him, O sun and 
moon; praise Him, all you stars and light. Praise Him, you heavens of 
heavens, and thou water above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the 
Lord: For He spoke and they came to be; He commanded and they were 
created. He established them forever, even unto the ages of ages. He set a 
decree, and it shall not pass away. Praise the Lord from the earth, you drag- 
Ons and all deeps; fire, hail, snow, frost, and stormy wind, all fulfilling His 
Word; mountains and all hills, fruitful trees and all cedars; beasts and all 
Cattle, creeping things and feathered birds; kings of the earth and all peoples, 
Princes and all judges of the earth; young men and maidens, old men and 
youths. Let them praise the name of the Lord, for His name only is exalted, 
S praise is above the earth and heaven; and He will raise up the horn of His 
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Psalm 149 — a 
| I For this holy house and for those who enter with fa 
reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. - 
E ot ds 
For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop] || 
(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in Christ, — : 





Sing unto the Lord a new song; His praise in the congregation ofthe 
saints. Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him; let the sons of Sion rejoice |} 
in their King. Let them praise His name in chorus; with timbrel and psaltery | 
let them sing unto Him. For the Lord is well pleased with His people, and || 








shall exalt the meek unto salvation. The saints shall boast in glory, and shall 
be joyful on their beds. The exaltation of God shall be in their throats, and 
two-edged swords in their hands: To execute vengeance upon the nations, 
and chastisement among the peoples; to bind their kings with fetters, and 
their glorious ones with manacles of iron; to execute on them the judgment 
that is written: This glory shall be to all His saints. 


Psalm 150 

Praise God in His saints; praise Him in the firmament of His power. 
Praise Him for His mighty acts; praise Him according to the multitude of His 
majesty. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; praise Him with the 
psaltery and harp. Praise Him with timbrel and choir; praise Him with 
stringed instruments and pipes. Praise Him with sounding cymbals, praise 
Him with cymbals of jubilation. Let every breath praise the Lord. 

Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia.... (thrice) 

And the Deacon says this Litany: 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls 
let us pray to the Lord. 





for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 


For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 
for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


For this city, [if a monastery: for this holy habitation,] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 


For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the 
suffering; for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 


And immediately he adds the following: 


That He will bless this bell to the glory of His holy name with 
His heavenly blessing, let us pray to the Lord. 


That He will grant it the grace that all who hear its sound, 
whether by day or by night, shall be roused to the glorifica- 
tion of His holy name, let us pray to the Lord. 


















be, let us pray to the Lord. 


That it may drive away every power, craft and slander of || 
invisible enemies from all His own faithful people who shall || 
have heard the voice of its ringing, and arouse them to the 


observance of His commandments, let us pray to the Lord. 


For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace. 


Commemorating our Most-holy, Most-pure, Most-blessed 
and Glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary with all 
the Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all 
our life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and worship: to the Father, 


and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 


ages. 
Choir: Amen. 


After this, Psalm 28(9) is read: 


E 





>| sons of rams; bring unto the Lord glory and honor. Bring unto i 
- glory to His name; worship the Lord in His holy court. The voice of thi 
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is upon the waters; the God of glory has thundered, the Lord is upon the ||. 
many waters. The voice of the Lord is in might, the voice of the Lord isin |] — 
majesty, the voice of the Lord Who breaks the cedars; yea, the Lord will || 
break the cedars of Lebanon. And He will reduce them to pieces like the calf 
of Lebanon; and His beloved is like a son of the unicorns. The voice of the 
Lord Who divides the flame of fire, the voice of the Lord Who shakes the 
wilderness; yea, the Lord will shake the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of 
the Lord makes the hind give birth, and shall strip the forests bare; and in His 
temple every man tells of His glory. The Lord dwells in the flood, yea, the 
Lord shall sit as king for ever. The Lord will give strength unto His people; 
the Lord will bless His people with peace. 








And at the conclusion of Psalm 28(9): 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Clergy: Lord, have mercy. 

And the Bishop (or Priest) reads this Prayer: 


O Lord our God, Who desirest always to be glorified and worshiped 
by all Thy faithful: In the Old Testament Thou didst command Thy servant 
Moses, the Lawgiver, to make silver trumpets, and the sons of Aaron, the 
Priests, to blow them when they would offer sacrifice unto Thee, that Thy 
People, having heard the voice of the trumpets, would prepare themselves 
to worship Thee, that they might gather themselves together to offer 
Sacrifices unto Thee, and, with the resounding voice of these trumpets in 
time of war, they might arm themselves with might for victory over their 
€nemies. And now, O Most-holy Master, humbly we beseech Thee: Do thou 
look down mercifully on the fervent supplication of us, Thine unworthy 





> || blessing and the grace of the Thine All-consecrating Spirit, do Thou ble banish the power of contrary winds far away from the 
and consecrate it, and draw down upon it the power of Thy grace, that Thy [| | | and extinguish all the arrows of their fiery destruction falling upe 

| faithful servants, having heard the voice of its ring, may be strengthened in | | || is, devouring lightning, and by Thine all-powerful and mighty right arm, let 
piety and faith, and with courage, may oppose all the slanders of the devil, || the falling hail, and every evil and harmful wind be held back | nd driven | ús 
and overcome them by the prayers and everlasting glorification of Thee, the | away; yea, let them be appeased, calmed and banished. For Thou dost work || 
True God, that with haste, day and night, they might be led to the church in all these things to Thy glory, that they may be a means to our salvation. 
prayer and glorification of Thy holy Name. May storms, hail, whirlwinds, 
fearful thunder and lightning, evil and destructive winds befalling them be 
appeased, calmed and made to cease at its ringing. For Thou, O Lord our 
God use not only spiritual and living things for Thy glory and for the 
salvation and use of Thy faithful, but also inanimate things, such as the Staff 
of Moses and the Bronze Serpent in the Wilderness, for as Thou dost desire, 
Thou dost work most-glorious things and perform miracles. For everything 
is possible for Thee, and nothing is impossible; and unto Thee do we send up 


glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, Choir: Amen. 
and unto the ages of ages. 









And he exclaims: 


For Thine it is to be merciful and to save us, O our God, and unto 
Thee do we send up glory: to the Father Who is without beginning, together 
with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


And, taking up the Holy Water, the Bishop (or Priest) sprinkles the top of 


Choir: Amen. the bell on the four sides, making the Sign of the Cross, and saying: 


Bishop: Peace be unto all. This bell is blessed and sanctified through the sprinkling of this Holy 


Water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


Choir: And to your spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


In like manner he sprinkles the inside on the four sides, saying the same. 
sees aa Then, taking up the censer, he censes the bell on the four sides, both inside and out. 
And as he is doing thi 69(70). 

Choir: To Thee, O Lord. as he is doing this, the Clergy read Psalm 69(70) 


. 69(70 
$ And as everyone standing about bow their heads, the Bishop (or Pr jest) Psalm 69(70) 
hi 
reads this prayer secretly. O God, attend unto my help; O Lord, make haste to help a g 
O Master, God the Father Almightv. Who. at the voice of the them be put to shame and confounded that seek after my soul. pe BES rs 
trumpet, when seven priests went before e Ark of Testimony, didst cause ae oe ane y E pee ms = oe mo: Well ao Well 
don all : : 11 living CK at once and brought to shame ; 

walls of Jericho to fall down and crumble, and didst deliver a done! Let all rejoice and be glad in Thee that seek after Thee, O God; and 
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yn say continually: ihe Lord be m: 
do Thou help me. Thou art my Helper. 


Deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. a 








Y 


When this is finished, the Deacon exclaims: 


Wisdom! 
Reader: The Reading from Numbers! 
Deacon: Let us attend! 


Ánd the Reader chants the Reading from the Fourth Book of Moses 
(Numbers 10:1-10): 


And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Make for yourself two silver 
trumpets; of hammered work you shall make them. And they shall be for you 
for the calling of the assembly, and the breaking of the camps. And if you 
shall sound with them, the whole congregation shall be gathered to you 
before the doors of the Tent of Witness. And if they shall sound with one 
trumpet, all the rulers, even the heads of the multitudes of Israel shall come 
to you. When you sound an alarm, the camps pitched to the east shall break. 
And when you sound an alarm a second time, the camps pitched to the south 
shall break. And when you sound an alarm a third time, the camps pitched 
to the west shall break. And when you sound an alarm a fourth time, the 
camps pitched to the north shall break: they shall sound an alarm at their 
departures. And when you shall gather together for an assembly, you shall 
sound, but not an alarm. And the priests, the sons of Aaron, shall sound with 
the trumpets; and it shall be to you a perpetual statute throughout your 
generations. And if you shall go forth to war in your land against your 

enemies who oppress you, then you shall sound a signal with the trumpets, 
and you shall be remembered before the Lord, and you shall be saved from 
your enemies. And in the days of your rejoicing, and in your feasts, and in 
your New Moons, you shall sound with the trumpets over your whole-bumt 
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Then these Stikhera are sung or read, TONE 2: 


WOU. 1. 





ae 
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The earth and the other elements move against us who are troubled || 
and stormtossed, O Lord, because of Thy fury unleashed because of || 
our sins, having heard the voice of this sign, as it did at the silver | 
trumpets of Moses. With Thy deeply-compassionate eyes, look down 
upon us, and do not convict us through Thine anger, but, showing 
loving kindness, forgive us, delivering us from all Thy fearsome 
threats, for Thou alone art merciful. 








(TONE 1) O Thou Who, as the Fashioner of all things, alone makest 
the foundations of the whole earth to struggle, O God, and causest 
the bed of the sea to shake, deliver us from Thy just reproaches, 
driving away, at the sound of this sign, bad storms and ill-winds, 
thunder and lightning. Give us courage to strive always to Thy glory, 
and to the fulfillment of the commandments of Thy Saints, as Thou 
art the Lover of Mankind. 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


(TONE 4) O Lord, Who, by Thyself alone, didst fashion all things 
instantly in the beginning, and Who now, through the voice of this 
consecrated bell dost effect everything among us: Do Thou banish all 
despondency and laziness from the hearts of Thy faithful. Graft the 
fear of Thee, together with godliness, in us who are hastening to 
prayer, and through Thy power move us to make haste in every good 
deed, delivering us from every slander of enemies, and preserving us 
unharmed in a safe haven from destructive winds: through the 
prayers of the Theotokos and all Thy Saints, as Thou alone art 
compassionate. 
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thee! 
Thee! 


now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
Master (or Father), bless! 


And the usual Daily Dismissal. 












beyond compare, than the seraphim, without defilement thou |f - 
gavest birth to God the Word: True Theotokos, we magnify || 


Glory to Thee, O Christ our God, and our Hope, glory to 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
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- Wisdom! Most-holy Theotokos, save us! THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING ANI 
| A || OF THE PLACE WHERE THE BODIES OF CHRIS: 
Choir: More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious, | | WHO HAVE REPOSED WILL BE BURIED, 
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THAT IS, A CEMETERY = 
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It is fitting for the Priest to direct that, in the middle of the cemetery there || 
be erected in that place a Cross made out of wood, that a small table be set before | 
itand on it three candles, as well as the other necessary things for the performing | 
of the Lesser Sanctification of Waters. And after [the Sanctification of Waters], the 


Sanctification of the Cemetery is begun in the following manner: 






ona, 





Whether the Sanctification of Waters be performed beforehand or not, as 
there is a Gospel reading during the Order of the Sanctification of the Cemetery, the 
Priest is vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion. 


Eee KA 


The Priest begins: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Then: Amen. O Heavenly King....Holy God...Glory...O Most-holy 
Trinity...Lord, have mercy (thrice). Glory...Our Father...For Thine is the 
Kingdom.... Lord, have mercy (12 times). Glory....Come, let us wor- 
Ship...(thrice). Then: 


Psalm 50(51) 


according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgression. 
ash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. gee 
Ow mine iniquity, and my sin is before me continually. Against Thee o pi | 
have I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight; that Thou mightest be justa 3 
J 
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy great mercy, and 








HL For behold, Thou hast loved truth; the hidden and 
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hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be made 
whiter than snow. Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; my humbled 
bones shall rejoice. Turn Thy face away from my sins, and blot out all mine || 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within || | 








me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and with Thy governing Spirit 
establish me. 1 shall teach transgressors Thy ways, and the ungodly shall tum 
back unto Thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation; 
my tongue shall rejoice in Thy righteousness. O Lord, Thou shalt open my 
lips, and my mouth shall declare Thy praise. For if Thou hadst desired sacri- 
fice, I would have given it; with whole burnt-offerings Thou shalt not be 
pleased. A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a broken and humbled heart 
God will not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Thy good pleasure unto Sion, and 
let the walls of Jerusalem be built. Then shalt Thou be pleased with a sacri- 
fice of righteousness, with oblation and whole burnt-offerings. Then shall 
they offer young bulls upon Thine altar. 


Then the Priest says the Great Litan y: 


In peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (afier each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


ue of God, and for the union of all, let us pray tO the 
ord. 
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(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in Cl 
for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 


TE 





for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


For this city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation,] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 


For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the 
suffering, for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy grace, may be freed from every 
snare of contrary spirits and their diverse fantasies, let us 
pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy divine assistance, may receive 
effective and perfect purification, let us pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy gracious purification, may receive 
an abundance of blessings, let us pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy heavenly blessing, may be granted 
glorious sanctification, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and || 
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hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be made 
| whiter than snow. Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; my humbled , 
bones shall rejoice. Turn Thy face away from my sins, and blot out all mine || 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within | 





me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and with Thy governing Spirit 
establish me. 1 shall teach transgressors Thy ways, and the ungodly shall tum 
back unto Thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation; 
my tongue shall rejoice in Thy righteousness. O Lord, Thou shalt open my 
lips, and my mouth shall declare Thy praise. For if Thou hadst desired sacri- 
fice, 1 would have given it; with whole burnt-offerings Thou shalt not be 
pleased. A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a broken and humbled heart 
God will not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Thy good pleasure unto Sion, and 
let the walls of Jerusalem be built. Then shalt Thou be pleased with a sacri- 
fice of righteousness, with oblation and whole burnt-offerings. Then shall 
they offer young bulls upon Thine altar. 


Then the Priest says the Great Litan y: 


In peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


oe of God, and for the union of all, let us pray 0" 
ord. 
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For our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bisho 


(N.); for the honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in C 


for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Y 


Ig 
For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 


for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


For this city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation,] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 


For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the 
suffering; for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy grace, may be freed from every 
snare of contrary spirits and their diverse fantasies, let us 
pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy divine assistance, may receive 
effective and perfect purification, let us pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy gracious purification, may receive 
an abundance of blessings, let us pray to the Lord. 


That this cemetery, by Thy heavenly blessing, may be granted 
glorious sanctification, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and r 


glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
Exclamation: 


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and worship: to the Father, 


and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


When the Litany is concluded. the Priest, sprinkling with Holy Water the 
Cross and whole place set apart for a cemetery, says (repeatedly): 

Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be made clean; Thou 
shalt wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow. 


After the sprinkling has been completed, we sing the Troparion, TONE 5: 


We beseech Thee, O Condescending God: Give rest in the bosom of 
Abraham, O Christ, to Thy servants, who have been translated unto 
Thee from the anxieties of life, and who are buried here. Count them 


worthy of light eternal, overlooking their transgressions, as Thou art 
good. 








Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
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(Kor ta i 7 l 7 TONE 3) y h |, ACCOTC | n ti de | wan 
before Thy righteous judgment seat, O Lo d, let ther 
shame that believed in Thee, O our Savior. For 


sinned, yet we have not turned away from Thee. Therefore we pray |} 
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Thee for all of Thy righteous ones, O Christ, that having departed |] 


from us, they may receive rest, for Thou alone art without sin. 


Now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


(Theotokion, TONE 4) Give rest to the souls of them that have 
departed from this temporary life unto Thee, O Savior, and are 
buried here, as Thou only art immortal, all-powerful, and alone the 
Lover of mankind. Forgive, as Thou art compassionate, that which 
thy have done, and show mercy, O Merciful One, unto the works of 
Thy hands, by the prayers of the Theotokos, O Only Lover of 
Mankind. 


Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
Ánd he reads this Prayer: 


O God Almighty, Protector of souls, Guardian of salvation, pe 
Crowner of the faithful: Do Thou look down mercifully, we pray, upon nt 
humble service of our unworthiness, and purify, bless and sanctify s ; 
cemetery for our repose, that the human bodies reposing here of per pr 
have departed this life, may bé counted worthy, together with the pe 
the faithful, of the joy of eternal life, in the great day of Thy dread ju eee 
For Thou art the Resurrection, the Life and the Repose of Thy servants w 
have fallen asleep, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we send up pu 
together with Thy Father Who is without beginning, and the Most-holy 

pirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
















Choir: 


Reader: 


Choir: 


Let us attend. Peace be unto all 
And to your spirit. 
Wisdom. 


The Prokeimenon in the Sixth Tone: 


(Prokeimenon, TONE 6:) 


He leads forth them that were bound, and in like manner 
them that embitter Him, that dwell in the tombs. (67:7) 


He leads forth them that were bound, and in like manner 
them that embitter Him, that dwell in the tombs. 


Vs. God is in His holy place; God settleth the solitary. (67:6- 
7) 


He leads forth them th 


at were bound, and in like manner 
them that embitter Him 


, that dwell in the tombs. 


He leads forth them that were bound, and in like manner 
them that embitter Him. 


That dwell in the tombs. 
Wisdom. 


The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. 


Let us attend. 









you that I am? I am not He. But behold, 
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The Acts of the Holy Apostles (Pericope 32—Aets 13:2)-. O 
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» ildren of the 
feet I am not worthy to loose.” Men and brethren, T the word 
ryte and whosoever among you fear God, unto a deir niai 
res alvation sent. For those who dwell in pr peris 
«cagon knew Him not, nor did they understand t ne. PGP Eor 
because gid quee read every Sabbath day, they have fu pe 
ad Fi And though they found no cause for deat bd E 
o a He should be slain. And when ws pr pas ae Ban 
al that was written of Him, they took Tse Sst ss por He was seen many 
in a sepulcher. But God raised Him from the dead, Jerusalem, who are His 
hat came up with Him from Galilee to h ond news of the 
ee the people. And we declare unto you the Es 
¡amd de ais unto the fathers: God has Yo g les hs 
their children, in that He has raised up Jesus, as i begotten Thee.” And 
d P list “Thou art My Son; this day have more to return to 
see as He raised Him up from the dead, ak ee the holy David.” 
dbrragtico He said thus: “I will give ae ay pe ne permit Thy Holy 
ao also, pueda pto pos e ai served his own parar: 
ion.” For David, a e hers, and saw 
io will of God fell asleep and was laid Saal 
corruption. But He Whom God raised saw no Co 


Priest: Peace be unto you. 
Reader: And to your spirit. 

Priest: Wisdom. 

Reader: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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ishing hi he said, “Whom think 
In those days: as John was ae ppt after me, the shoes 
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Alleluia. Alleluia. Allelui 


Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
Priest: 


Let us attend. 


The Priest reads the Gospel: 


The Gospel according to John (Pericope 62—John 19: 38-42): 


At that time: Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, entreated Pilate that he might take away the 


body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him leave. He came, therefore, and took the 
body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus 
by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds 
in weight. Then they took the body of Jesus and wound it in linen cloths with 
the spices, as is the manner of the Jews for burial. Now in the place where 
He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new sepulcher 
wherein was never man yet laid. 


. Because of the Preparation Day of the Jews, 
therefore, they laid Jesus there, for the sepulcher was near at hand. 


Choir: Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 


Lord, have mercy. 





Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. || 
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|| and Perfect Ruler of created things, both visible and inv 
| of supplication hearts we sand [| 
a Penis cemetery, in which the bodies of Thy servants at the end of this 
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beseech Thee: Do Thou purify, bless and 
i i i ill rest. And out of Thine 
-an o e po prior it remission of all wre 
sins. And ae ihe bodies of them that have departed and ee a E 
place, and who are in expectation of the first trump of pakiz: hrs api 
pleased to grant eternal rejoicing. Through the ÓN ah 
Jesus Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, together with the 
with Whom Thou art blessed for ever. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: 


Lord, have mercy. 
And the Priest says this Prayer: 


; st, we 

O Lord God, by Whose mercy the souls of A — pe this 
pray fervently: Do Thou send down Thy Holy ang s and be well-pleased 
cemetery and the place where their bodies will be _ h t, always, together 
to absolve their souls from the bonds of all their wee God Almighty, Pre- 
with all the Saints they may be glad in Thee forever. -tification of every 
eternal Father, and Most-holy Lord, Who art the oe m and by Whom 
place and He that makes them better places, acon see be well-pleased 
every blessing comes down from Heaven to earth, a be a place of sweet 
to purify, bless and sanctify this place, that this tie 
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sleep and repose for the bodies of them that have departed, and $ Lord, have mercy. 
buried here, and let it be filled with the everlasting sweetness of Thy deligh me | 





And may Thy servants that have fallen asleep abide today in the Jerusalem | | |} And the Priest prays (secretly): A 
on high, rejoicing and making glad, until the great Day of Judgment, when || | |] nc AN 
||| they shall receive back their own bodies from the graves, and so they may be O God of spirits, and of all flesh, Who hast trampled down Hest at | A 
[fable to go together, with the fruits of their good deeds, to meet the Lord overthrown the devil, and given life to Thy world: Do Thou Thyself, O lord, 
coming for judgment. For Thou art the Resurrection, the Life and the | give rest to the soul(s) of Thy departed servant(s), NN., in a place O 
Repose of Thy servants who have fallen asleep, and unto Thee do we send brightness, a place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all wey 
up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, sighing, and sorrow have fled away. Pardon ever Mais ae 
and unto the ages of ages. (she) has (they have) committed, whether by word or deed or thought. 
Thou art a good God and the Lover of Mankind; because there 1s no man 
Choir: Amen. | 


| that lives yet does not sin; for Thou only art without sin; Thy righteousness 


is to all eternity; and Thy word is truth. 
Then he says the Litany for the Repose of the Departed: 


Exclamation: 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
we pray Thee, hearken and have de K For Thou art the Resurrection, the Life, and 5 Repo 
servant(s), NN., who is (are) fallen asleep, O Christ He e p canal 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice h petiti do we send up glory, together with Thy Father Who 1s withou i 
Y caren politica) and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
Again we pray for the repose of the souls of the servant(s) of ages of ages. 
God, NN., departed this life; and that he (she, they) may be ; 
pardoned all his (her, their) sins, both voluntary and involun- Choir: Amen. 
tary. 
And the Dismissal: 
That the Lord God will establi i ir} soul(s) 
where the just repose. oo O ein» Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ God, our Hope, glory to Thee. 
Spirit, 
The mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Choir: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and pues Holy Sp! 
remission of their sins, let us ask of Christ, the immortal King now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
and God. 
Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
Choir: Grant it, O Lord. 
Father, bless. 
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 


O i » Y O PO : 
oe ade ee eee E OFFICE OF THE BLESSING ; 
nae ali Thy Saints, have mercy on us an OF THE CROSS OVER A GRAVE | 
ai art good and the Lover of Mankind 7) -AT O AONA 
A Choir: Amen. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion, looking to the ast, and | 
i censing the new Cross, begins: = | = 





Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Then, Amen, and the Troparion and Kontakion to the Cross: 


Troparion, TONE 1: 
N i 
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant | 
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries, and by | 
virtue of Thy Cross preserve Thy habitation. 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Kontakion, TONE 4: 


As Thou wast voluntarily crucified for our sake, grant mercy unto 
them that are called by Thy name; make all Orthodox Christians glad 
by Thy power, granting them victories over their adversaries, by 
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 





The Priest reads this Prayer: 
| 
| 


DH" Y 


Tree „pO Lord God of glory, Father Almighty, God of Sabaoth, Who, by the 
ree of Life in the middle of Paradise, hast prefigured the Lifegiving Cross, 
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death by death, didst grant it to His Church as an invincible 
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g ÓN | 
confirmation of the Faith, a strong hope of salvation and the receiving of life May ily accepted death, and arose frc ead on 
| ao f van been counted worthy fo ve Ee Cross, pomo God: and the rest, as usual. 
| We, Thy << sc offer glory a | Third Day, Christ our true God: 
freely so much grace, being thankful, , thanksgiving 
| and humble worship in prayer unto Thy majesty. Do Thou send down, nov, — eee 
| the grace of Thy Most-holy Spirit, looking down, a pr ... There is no Blessing in the Book bas pee- pent de ce AN 
Emblem hich signifies the grave where Thy servan | oa ‘res a Cross over ee 
fallen A sto e «amd “pans it to be a dread and mighty eee eons TOQUES 
sign against all enemies, both vi 


inscri stone. 
sible and invisible, and the driving away and inscribed on the 
crease of the devil, that it may be the firm 
protection of Thy people, the confirmation of the Faith, the fortification of 
hope, victory against invaders and success in all virtues. And be Thou a 
merciful Hearer of all them that bow down in worship unto Thee through 
this Emblem and offer up petitions unto Thee, and a rich Bestower of all 
their petitions that are unto salvation. And, as Thou hast freed the world, by 


the Cross, from the judgment of sin, in this manner Thy servants have 
faithfully completed t 


his Emblem of the Cross, and it has been raised up Qi 
out of love for the dead, who have fallen asleep, and are lying here. Byt 2 
power of the Cross of Thy Beloved Son, show them always to be victo 


against sin, grant them all Thine earthly and heavenly good things, evef 
directing all the faithful, by 


the Cross, to the good, and lead them to the 
receiving of heavenly crowns. For Thou art the Fountain of Sanctification, 
and the Giver of all good things, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


repulse of every snare and in 


Choir: Amen. 


The Priest, Sprinkling the Cross three times with Holy Water, says: 


This Emblem of the Cross IS 
Spirit, by the sprinkling of this Hol 
of the Son, and of the 


sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy 


y Water, in the Name of the Father, and 
Holy Spirit Amen. (thrice) 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF A GRAVE 


if T 


(IN AN UNCONSECRATED CEMETERY) uN 


sss 


This Order is not found in the Book of Needs, but is appropriate for the 


blessing of a grave site, or even an already-occupied Grave (or Graves), which may 
be found in an unconsecrated, non-Orthodox Cemetery, as is often the case in these 
times 


i OOe—C—‘CCSC 


The Priest begins: Blessed is our God... Then: Amen. O Heavenly 
King....Holy God...Glory...O Most-holy Trinity...Lord, have mercy (thrice). 
Glory...Our Father...For Thine is the Kingdom.... Then: 


Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
Ánd he reads this Prayer: 


O Master, Lord our God 
faithful find rest: Do Thou bless t 
Thy servants, NN.), and send do 
(bodies) which shall be (is/are) 


uls, and unto Thee do we send uP 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and evel 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
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| and of the ES and of the Holy Spirit Amen. (thrice) 





And immediately the Dismissal. 
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| 21. 


THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING 
AND SANCTIFICATION OF ICONS 
OF THE MOST-HOLY LIFE-ORIGINATING TRINITY 


IN IMAGES OF THE THREE ANGELS, OR OF THE BAPTISM, 
OR OF THE TRANSFIGURATION, 
OR OF THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


A table, appropriately covered. is set before the Ambon and on il are 
placed the Icon (or as many as there will be), as well as Holy Water. The Priest, 
vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion. proceeds through the Holy Doors with the 
censer. Having censed the Icons in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. 
After Our Father.. 
have mercy. (12 
Psalm 66(7). 


O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
» Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom... Reader: Amen. Lord, 
times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship... and 


Psalm 66(7) 


O God be gracious unto us and bless us, and make Thy face to shine 
upon us, and have mercy on us, that T 


hy way may be known upon the earth, 
and Thy salvation among all nations. Let the icles give ls unto Thee, 
O God, let all the peoples give praise unto Thee. Let the nations rejoice an 
be glad, for Thou shalt judge the peoples with equity, and guide the nations 
upon the earth. Let the peoples giv 


i ; e praise unto Thee, O God, let all the 
peoples give praise unto Thee. The earth has yielded its fruit. Do Thou bless 
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
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Glory...now and ever... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


nity: ither 

O Lord God, Who art glorified in the Holy pan a pte 
mind is able to comprehend nor word able to ZPA E Pi ly Scriptures and 
men has ever seen, but only as we have learned from the moni and thus we 
the Apostles who preached the word of God, thus we d Thy Son one in 
confess Thee God the Father without beginning, at = Ad as the Old 
essence, and Thy Spirit, co-enthroned and equal in 58 three angels to the 
Testament tells us of Thine appearing in the image oft 1 a voice the Father 
most-glorious Patriarch Abraham, so too In the ai ; and the Holy Spirit 
bestowed grace upon the Son in the flesh in the Jor a cided init 
was revealed in the form of a dove. And again, the Son down the Comforter, 
flesh to Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, sent she Puhe A 
the Spirit, in the form of fiery tongues; and po pese bright light, showed 
the Holy Spirit in a cloud, and the Son in truly- p E we 
themselves to the three Disciples. Thus, as an ar yc mouths, but we 
confess Thee, God Who alone is glorified, not just with © aze upon it with 
“write” an image, not to make this a god, but centre socal and when we 
our fleshly eyes, we might see Thee, our God, in na our Redeemer and 
honor it, to glorify and magnify Thee iy piere: ble beneficence: for 
Sanctifier, and to call to remembrance Thine mn Having expressed 
the honor given to the image passes on to the wpe 5 Icons) before Thy 
our pious intent, we now have laid out this Icon us deep compassion: 
majesty, and we pray and entreat and humbly beseec d pA wn Thy heavenly 
Do Thou look down mercifully upon us and sen nctify it (them), that 
blessing, and in Thy Thrice-holy Name, bless and sa 


x 
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"those who piously honor it (them), and humbly bow down before T a ly Wate 
(them), and pray in faith, may find mercy and receive grace, and be fi lly arin on, and ofthe Holy Spit- ~ ETRE 
| sins and be counted worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven: Through the grace || 


JO p 
8: sA Ti | oi 
and compassion and love for mankind of Thee, the One God glorified in And immediately he reads (or sings) this Stikheron, TONE I 
Three, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to Whom be glory, now and ever and 


| 
i dhead in three Persons, 
le, and let us worship the Go pi 
a a es Father, with the Holy Spirit. For eri pa à 
time, begot the Son Co-eternal and Co-enthroned, 
Choir: Amen. | 


ith the Son: 
Spirit Who is in the Father and is glorified A we all 
One Power, one Essence, one Godhead, sy Son through the 
Priest: Peace be unto all. say: Holy God, Who hast created all things a sen we hive ei 
operation of the Holy Spirit, Hoy BER a Spirit camest into the 
Choir: And to your spirit. to know the Father, and by Whom the Ho fs roceedeth from 
world; Holy Immortal, the Comforting =e sit pres to Thee! 
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. the Fath er. and resteth in the Son. O Holy Trinity, 
aes 't be known that if the 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. And the Priest pronounces: the Dip bra ANA (they) be of the 
| Icon(s) be of the Holy Trinity, the above pri ent of the Holy Spirit, then a 
And the Priest, bowing his head Says this Prayer secretly: Theophany, or of the Transfiguration, or O d), and the Festal Dismissa 
| Troparion and Kontakion of the Feast is sung (or read), 
O Lord God, glorified and worshiped in the Holy Trinity, do Thou follows.) 
hearken now unto our prayer and send down Thy divine heavenly blessing, 
and bl 


ess and sanctify this Icon (these Icons) by the sprinkling of this Holy 
Water, to Thy glory and to the salvation of Thy people. 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory: 
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And the Priest sprinkles the Icon(s) with Holy Water, saying: 


A A o 









22. 


THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND 
SANCTIFICATION OF ICONS 
OF CHRIST, 


OF THE FEASTS OF THE LORD, ONE OR MANY 


A table, appropriately covered, is set before the Ambon and on it are 


placed the Icon of the Savior (or as many Icons as there may be), as well as Holy 


Water St, veste 
er. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion, proceeds through the 


Holy Doors wi e 
j rs with the censer. Having censed the Icons in crosswise form, he begins 
as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: 
After Our Father..., Priest: For 


have mercy. (12 times) 
Psalm 88(9). 


Amen. O Heavenly King... and the Trisagion. 
Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, 
Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., and 


Psalm 88(9) 


eee =: ara O Lord, will 1 sing for ever; unto generation and 
Mercy shall by b ora Thy truth with my mouth. For Thou hast said: 
e e built up forever. In the heavens shall Thy truth be prepar ed. 

. 02€ a Covenant with My chosen ones. | 
will prepare thy seed for i 


avens sh 
truth in the congregati shall confess Thy wonders, O Lord, and Thy 








| á | Justice and judgment are the preparation of Thy throne; mercy 


The hast 
' 


si SIÓN 


à r 7 e oT Y ae 
created; Tabor ny 
is with power; let Thy hand be made strong, and Thy right 


Thou hast f ide — 


up. 
and truth shall. 
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fore Thy face. i 
En Eed are the people who know the festal shout. O Lord, in the 


ight of Thy countenance shall they walk, and in Thy name shall they 10 £ 
all the day long, and in Thy justice shall they be exalted. Fo nr 
glory of their strength, and in Thy good pleasure shall our e e pres po 
For our protection is of the Lord and of our King, the Ho > sy ad My 
Then Thou spokest in a vision to Thy sons, and didst say: my eople 
help upon one that is mighty; I have raised up one chosen out S pt i 
I have found David My servant; with My holy oil have ® anoen a antage 
My hand shall defend him and My arm shall strengthen ear ; mi adie 
shall his enemy have over him, and the son of iniquity shall no para ne 
him any harm. And 1 will cut down his enemies before his a libe with him, 
hate him, shall I put to flight. And My truth and My mercy 5 : nd in the sea, 
and in My name shall his horn be lifted up. And I will set his a My Father 
and his right hand in the rivers. He shall call upon Me: Thou af VY Udo 
my God, and the Helper of my salvation. And as for Me, Pa him Mego 
firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth. I shall keep Es ill establish his 
for ever, and My covenant shall be faithful unto him. And E heaven. If his 
seed unto ages of ages, and his throne shall be as the pee .f My statutes 
sons forsake My law, and if they walk not in My pe with a rod 
they profane and they keep not My commandments, T mercy I will not 
their iniquities, and their injustices with scourges. But si r will I profane 
disperse from them, nor will I wrong them in My truth. ye : ot make void. 
My covenant; and the things that proceed from My lips I BERS seed shall 
Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie to Davı pa 
abide for ever; and his throne shall be as the sun pave: oi 
that is perfect for ever and is a faithful witness in i with 
But Thou hast rejected and despised, Thou hast paer Thou 
Thine anointed. Thou hast overthrown the covenant of Thy p= all his 
hast profaned his sanctuary unto the earth. Thou hast broken 
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pa _ hedges; Thou hast made his strongholds a terror. All them tha | 
the way have plundered him; he has become a reproach unto his nei 
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Thou hast lifted up the right hand of them that afflict him; Thou hast m 


glad all his enemies. Thou hast turned back the help of his sword, and hast | 
not helped him in battle. Thou hast made an end to his purification; Thou | 
hast cast his throne down to the ground Thou hast shortened the days of his 


time; Thou hast poured down shame upon him. How long, O Lord? Wilt 


Thou turn away unto the end? Shall Thine anger burn like fire? Remember | 


what my substance is. Hast Thou created in vain all the sons of men? Who 
is the man that shall live and not see death? Can he deliver his soul out of the 
hand of Hades? Where are Thine ancient mercies, O Lord, which Thou didst 
swear unto David in Thy truth? Remember, O Lord. the reproach of Thy ser- 
vants, which I have held in my bosom from many nations, with which Thine 
enemies have reproached, O Lord, with which they have reproached the 
exchange of Thine anointed. Blessed be the Lord for ever. So be it! So be it! 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord God Almi 


deliver Thy people, Chosen Israel i i i 
ever to hold them unswervin ael, from the deception of idol-worship, an 


ship and serve them as 
images might glorify not strange false gods 


» first, in Thy commands to Moses, 


O corners of the place of puri i d for 
A urification, an 
many cherubim, the work of weavers, to be losa and placed on the 
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Il «which were the stone Tablets of the Commandments, the Golden on Te 
> 's Rod, should be there with the people, signifying the ma : hawens 
glory, and retaining the memory of Thy most-glorious miracles and Jounties, 
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and (even if the work of men's hands) that these should - a th pa so 
and trembling, with God-pleasing veneration, with censing, ac Wi Pt 
offered up before it. And this honor, as if rendered unto pe yse TN 
didst accept mercifully. And in the fullness of time, Thou = eves 
Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, born of a woman, ike ie man, 
Mary. He took the form of a servant, and appeared in the likenes mero 
the likeness of His own most-pure Image. Having touched a a Edessa 
divine Face, He made an image, which He sent to Abgar, Prince er this 
Through it He healed him from his infirmity; and upon all ei er 
Image and venerating it with faith, He didst bestow eee ht oe 
many miraculous bounties. And we also, O Gracious and Almig > ed Son, 
with honor have set before Thee this Icon (these / cons) of Thy me cid 
in remembrance of the saving Incarnation, and all His most amps pi 
and bounties which He showed to the human race, vnes = re to the 
man on earth, yet knowing that honor rendered the image ne er 
prototype; and falling down before it (before them), si pe a pe and 
Thou look down with mercy upon us and upon this Icon (í gn = pms 
for the sake of the Incarnation and appearance optine pres down 
in whose memory we have fashioned this Icon Sarat Spirit, 
upon it (them) Thy heavenly blessing and the grace of the r that heals and 
and bless and sanctify it (them); and grant it (them ) theipami and strength 
dispels all diabolical snares; and fill it (them) with the eo ka 
which that other holy Icon Not-Made-By-Hands richly Ei Skeci? 
touching of the holy and most-pure Face obrny apse the confirma- 
through its (their) powers and miracles, it (they) may act hful people, and 
tion of the Orthodox Faith and the salvation of Thy tat at and Thine 
whereby all that are bowing down in worship before them to e aod aliie 
Only-begotten Son, and the Most-holy Spirit, earnestly A aa and unto 
upon Him in faith, might be heard. For Thou art our sancti = Soi and Thy 
Thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only-begotte 2 
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- Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and as 


ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


And the Priest, bowing his head. says this Prayer secretly 


Hearken, O Lord my God. from Thy holy dwelling-place and from 
the throne of glory of Thy kingdom, and mercifully send down Thy holy 
blessing upon this Icon (these Icons), and by the sprinkling of this Holy 
Water bless and sanctify it (them), and grant it (them) the power to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, and to drive away every diabolical snare from 


all that in faith will have turned unto it (them), who will bow down in 
worship unto Thee through i 


- t (them), praying to it (them) and seeking refuge 
ar (them); and may their prayer ever be heard and be well-pleasing unto 
ee. 


And he exclaims: 


Through the grace and compassion of Thi -begotten Son, with 
Whom Thou art bles ne Only-bego 


+ sed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages 


Amen. 


Choir: 


And the Priest sprinkles the Icon(s) with Holy Water saying: 
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And immediately the Priest censes the Icon(s) and bows down, sing 
reading) this Troparion, TONE 2: 


Good 
We bow down in worship before Thy PP... price pe qua 
One, entreating forgiveness of our transgressions, Oe ae 
of Thine Own will Thou wast pleased to ang ding 
flesh. that Thou mightest deliver them, whom À ay Te 
from the slavery of the enemy. brio pat: EE a 
thanksgiving: Thou didst fill all things with joy, 
Thou didst come to save the world. 


And kissing the Icon, he sings (or says): 


irit, now and 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spiri 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Christ God, 
(TONE 4) Thy divine form is represented “a T e preach Thine 
for we discern clearly Thy nativity from the aa Thy voluntary 
inexpressible miracles, calling to ee away from it, and the 
crucifixion. Demons, in terror, are driven 
impious lament in torment at its closeness. 


And immediately he pronounces this Dismissa 


: His voluntary 
May He Who in His inexpressible provide aaa the Image 
Passion, condescended to represent without pees true God, through 
of His most-pure face, that of the God-Man, = dey Saints, have mercy On 
the prayers of His Most-pure Mother, and of EG 
us and save us, for He is good and the Lover O 


wing thanks to God. 
And he sets the Image, with honor, in its own place, giving 
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23. 


THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND 
SANCTIFICATION OF ICONS 
OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS, ONE OR MANY 


A table, appropriately covered is set before the Ambon and on it are 
placed the Icon of 


the Theotokos (or as many Icons as there may be), as well as 
Holy Water. The P 


riest, vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion. proceeds through 


the Holy Doors with the censer Having censed the Icons in crosswise form, he 
begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

The Reader continues Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
After Our Father... Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, 
have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship.... and 
Psalm 44(5). 


Psalm 44(5) 


f My heart has poured forth a good word; I speak of my works to the 
king; my ton 


gue is the pen of a swiftly writing scribe. Thou art comely with 
beauty more th 


the scepter of Thy kingdo 
ty. Therefore God, Thy God 


















psg g > and thou shalt bow o | rs pe f yng t E PUUPIO — 
ss Dien dal woritp Him wie geass epee within; || 
sa pray before thy face. All the glory of the daughter of the King is within | 
ota gen gold is she robed, adorned with abi yanions 
with robes ire her shall be brought unto the King; her q er 
irgins that follow Thee. They shall be brought with pa e a jo 
— t into the temple of the King. In place of t ds 1 shall 
of ni shalt make them princes over all arene ae 
— hi remembered in all generations. > 

vac Eoia unto thee for ever, even unto the ages OF ag 
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Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia.... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: ith 
essence W 
O Lord, our God, Thou didst will that ae of the Most- 
Thee and pre-eternal together with Thee, usr ure Nativity from her 
ure, Ever-Virgin Mary, and through His mos a tectress, Helper and 
hell her co Thou didst make her e de w upon us who are 
Mediatress of all the faithful: Do Thou look met are faithful, in faith 
humbly praying, calling her truly Theotokos, an Having heard us, through 
we have called unto Thee in prayer through ree. queda 
her prayers fulfil our petitions and prayers, an s) which Thy servants have 
Most-holy Spirit upon this Icon (these /con nctify it (them) with Thy 
fashioned in her honor and memory; bless and ba ower and strength of 
heavenly blessing, and grant unto it (hem) t (Make them healers and 
miraculous works. Make it a healer and ae sickness, and entreating 
Jountains) of cures for all hastening unto It o d count worthy to receive 
help from Thee for the sake of the Theotokos. AN 


sa 





A 
add 
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before this Icon (these Icons) of the Most-blessed Theotokos and Mothe jiritu B body iira aks ÓN sal ae 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Beloved Son, and who will call upon her the and powerful protection. And 
Protectress of the Christian race for prayer unto Thee, and for help in tre 










l Sr i l i ; | 

and necessity. Mercifully bestow upon them remission of sins, that they may | Ahd he exclaims: , neantten Son DOM 

quickly receive from Thee the grace requested, and find the o Through the compassion of m a art blessed, tometer 
i | plo 

her, the Incarnate God and our Savior. Jesus C hrist, with Whom unto Thee 


ages of ages. 
and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages Phi Knee | 
Water, saying: 
a: Amen. And the Priest sprinkles the Icon(s) with Holy Wa ii> 
he Most- 
the grace of t 
Priest: Peace be unto all. | This Icon is (These Icons are) cages in the Name of the 
| holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of we irit ¡pea (thrice) 
Choir: And to your spirit Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. es 
i Theotokos are Sung, 
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. And immediately these Troparia to the 
Choir: 


To Thee, O Lord. 


Virgin. Disdain 
O Theotokos Vit 
ion we take refuge, Y theo liver us from 
per’ ana us who are in rags but de 
not the su ed One. 
ciy misfortunes, O Only Pure and Bless 


And the Priest, bowing his head. says this P 


Lord is with 
Il of Grace, the Lord 
O Master, God the F Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Mary, pea blessed is the Fruit of thy 
entire race of man, one pure dove and unblemished lamb, the Ever-Virgin thee. Blessed art thou among ue our souls. 
aa to = P “tp of Thine Only-begotten Son, and to <a womb, for thou hast borne the sa 

welling-place found for -holy Spirit, M£ 


Spirit: 
nd to the Holy 
the Glory to the Father, and to the Son, a 
Intercessor for 

: i ost-pu 
prayers and intercessions, by Thy grace 1n the Ij (TONE 1) From thy holy Icon, OM 
sprinkling of this Holy Water, bless and sanctify this Icon (these Icons) 
fashioned in her honor and memo 


nto all th 
d to th begotten healing are granted, abundantly, u 
ry, and to the glory of Thine Only-bego 


ion. Th 
: for thy protection. <. ounds. 
lli t from their hearts y | d bodily w 
Son, One in Essence with Thee, Who was born of her, and of Thee, His ibas eri and heal my spiritual an 
Father Who art without beginning, and of Thy Most-holy and Lifegiving 


re Theotokos, cures > 
at hasten unto it in fait : 
ereby, O Virgin, 





| 
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-Now and ever, and unto the ages of ages Actas 








powerful Mediatress unto them that as a Prote 





It is truly meet to bl 

ess thee, O T ; 
pure, and the Mother of our God Seve 
glorious, beyond co 
efilement thou gavest birth to G 


ever blessed and most 
More honorable than the cheru- 
mpare, than the seraphim, without 
od the Word: True Theotokos, we 


rie l l : 

the I est pronounces the usual Dismissal Let 
con 5 i 

1 should be of one of the Feasts of the 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND SANCTIFI 
OF ICONS OF A SAINT, ONE OR AANY n 
el 


pa P 





A table, appropriately covered, is set before the Ambon and on tare $ 


| placed the Icon of the Saint (or as many Icons as there may be), as well as Holy 
Water. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and Phelonion, proceeds through the 
Holy Doors with the censer. Having censed the Icon(s) in crosswise form, he begins 


as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
Afier Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, 
have mercy. (/2 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., and 
Psalm 138(9). 


Psalm 138(9) 


O Lord, Thou hast proved me and Thou knowest me; Thou knowest 
my sitting down and my rising up. Thou hast understood my thoughts from 
afar; my path and my line hast Thou searched out, and all my ways hast Thou 
foreseen, for there is no guile in my tongue. Behold, O Lord, Thou knowest 
all things—the last and those of old; Thou hast fashioned me and hast laid 
Thy hand upon me. Thy knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is very 
difficult, I cannot attain to it. Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? And from 
Thy presence whither shall I flee? If I go up into heaven, Thou art there; if 
I go down into Hades, Thou art there. If I take up MY wings early in the 
morning, and abide in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there also shall 
Thy hand guide me, and Thy right hand shall uphold me. And I said: Perhaps 
darkness shall press upon me, and the night shall be turned into light in my 
delight. For darkness will not be darkness with Thee, and night shall be 
bright as the day; as is the darkness thereof, even SO is the light thereof. For 
Thou hast possessed my reins; Thou hast accepted me from my mother’s 
womb. I will give praise unto Thee, for Thou art awesomely wondrous; 
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'wonderfi are Thy works, and my soul knows it ight we My 


f | 
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Thou madest in secret was not hidden from Thee, nor my it ance in 
nethermost parts of the earth. Mine unformed substance did Thine | 











number them, and they . 
am still with Thee. Oh, that Thou wouldest slay the sinners, O God. You 
men of blood, depart 





from me, for you are quarrelsome in your thoughts. In | 
vain shall they take Thy cities. Have I not hated them, O Lord, that hate | 
of Thine enemies have I not pined away? With perfect 


Thee, and because 
hatred have I hated 
God, and know m 
way of iniquity be 


them; they are reckoned enemies with me. Prove me, 0 
y heart; examine me, and know my paths. And see if the 
in me; and guide me in the eternal way 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord God Almighty, God of our Fathers: Thou didst command of 
old in the Old Testament that the like 


and the work of 


ages and likenesses of Thy favorites, 
S, looking on them, might glorify Thee 
ving zealously in life and deed to imitate 
rthy to be receptacles of Thy Grace an 
represented and “written” in hon 
NN.), and through Thy heavenly blessing, bless and sanctify it (them), and al 
honoring it (them), worshiping Thee and Praying to Thee before it (them), 
and calling upon Saint, N. (Saints, NN. 
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soe and bountiful Bestower, deliverir Pepsin 
— ad necessity, and esing im hr hm t, Thy grace and loving 
A ie ; ing unto t l | VN.). For Thou art 

SE sca de pre prayers of Thy Saint, e op NN.) FOr ar 
| Fountain of Sanctification and the Giver O al and Thy Most-holy, 
of up glory, together with Thine Only-begotten 


es. 
Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ag 
» 











Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 
| Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
| 

Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


secretly: 
And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer 





ccording to 
didst create man a he 
God: Although Thou tion through 
Thine bie cid pe Likeness, yet there was ike Incarnation, Thy 
disobedience of the first-formed man. Then, bie image of a man, an 
Christ, accepting the form of a servant, pas inheritance of Thy ig 
ha im, He brought him to or the Saints W 

| pre sre er the representations of them, we hon 
| And piously honoring 
| 
| 





: honor and glorify 
are in Thine Image and Likeness. And, honoring Eie pa Thou send down 
Thee as the Prototype. Therefore, we beseech se bless and sanctify 
Thy grace, and through the sprinkling of p Fr hoal and memory of Thy 
this Icon (these Icons) unto Thy glory, to the n (these Icons), and bless 
Saint, N. (Saints, NN.) and all honoring this Icon (216% nt them 
them that offer up their prayers before it (them), an 

| worthy to find grace before Thee. 
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holy, Good and Lifegiving S 
Choir: Amen. 


And the Priest sprinkles the Icon(s) with Holy Water, saying: 


This Icon is 
holy Spirit, throu 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


And immediately he reads (or sin 
| | gs) the 
Saint (or Saints) whose Icon it is, and kissing the 


the u ) 
sual Dismissal commemorating the Saint(s) whose Icon it is 











Through the grace and compassion and love for mankind of 
pirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 


(These Icons are) sanctified by the grace of the Most- 
gh the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the | 


Troparion and Kontakion to the 
Icon reverently, he pronounces 
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OF VARIOUS ICONS, LAID OUT TOGETHER 


A table, appropriately covered, is sel before the Ambon, and on it are ||. 








placed these Icons, as well as Holy Water. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and 


the i 
Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. Having censed | 


Icons in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


on. 
The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly ree a oad ye lg 
After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... | a Hh ng pas 
have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, le 
Psalm 88(9). 


Psalm 88(9) 


i ion and 
Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will I sing for Jos ee said: 
generation will I proclaim Thy truth with my py truth be prepared. 
Mercy shall be built up forever. In the heavens sha David my servant: I 
I made a covenant with My chosen ones. I swore ~~ da See 
will prepare thy seed for ever, and I will build up thy a 3 O Lord, and Thy 
and generation. The heavens shall confess Thy wont S donde shall be 
truth in the congregation of the saints. For who h . oY sie sae 
compared to the Lord? And who shall be like unto the E reat and terrible 
of God? God Who is glorified in the council of the saints 15 ere Ree aaa 
above all that are round about Him. O Lord God of ic ee Thee. Thou 
Thee? Mighty art Thou, O Lord, and Thy truth ts ne waves. Thou hast 
rulest the power of the sea, Thou calmest the tumult y Se power Thou hast 
humbled the proud like wounded men; with hoaina fas is the earth; the 
scattered Thine enemies. Thine are the heavens, and he north and the sea 
world and the fullness thereof Thou hast founded. E e T Thine arm 
Thou hast created; Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice 1n Thy ; 


i d be lifted up- 
is with power; let Thy hand be made strong, and Thy right han 
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go before Thy face. of Thy throne; mercy and tr a 


hall our horn be lifted up. 
g, the Holy One of Israel. 
didst say: I have laid My 
osen out of My people. 
ave I anointed him. For 
then him. No advantage 
uity shall not avail to do 
e his face, and them that 
mercy shall be with him, 
Il set his hand in the sea, 
Me: Thou art My Father, 
r Me, I will make him My 
shall keep for him My mercy 
o him. And I will establish his 
be as the days of heaven. If his 
n My judgments, if My statutes 
andments, I will visit with a rod 
ourges. But My mercy I will not 
n My truth. Neither will I profane 
from My lips I will not make void. 
will not lie to David: His seed shall 


witness in heaven. 







Wd time; Thou hast poured down shame upon him. How | iii, 
I| Jl Thou turn away unto the end? Shall Thine anger burn like fire? Remember 
what my substance is. Hast Thou created in vain all the sons of men? Who > 
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sot helped him in battle. Thou hast made an end to his pi 
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is the man that shall live and not see death? Can he deliver his soul out of the 
hand of Hades? Where are Thine ancient mercies, O Lord, which Thou didst 
swear unto David in Thy truth? Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Thy ser- 
vants, which I have held in my bosom from many nations, with which Thine 
enemies have reproached, O Lord, with which they have reproached the 
exchange of Thine anointed. Blessed be the Lord for ever. So be it! So be it! 


Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord Almighty, God of our Fathers, glorified and worshiped e the 
Holy Trinity, Whom neither mind is able to comprehend nor word ab a to 
express, Whom no one among men has ever seen, aS We have learned 
the Holy Scriptures, thus we believe and thus we confess Thee God tl . 
Father without beginning, and Thy Son one in essence, co-enthroned o 
Thy Spirit. Thou Who in the Old Law didst reveal Thyself unto Thy 
Patriarch Abraham in the image of the three Angels, and in the latter days 
after the Incarnation of the Only-begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, from the Ever-Virgin Mary, in the Baptism by John in the Jordan, in 
the truly-bright Transfiguration on Tabor, in the most-glorious Ascension br 
Olivet, didst show us the image of the Most-holy Trinity; Thou didst pres 
us also to honor the wonderworking Image Not-Made-By-Hands © mes 
Lord Jesus Christ depicted on the towel and sent to Abgar, the Prince ol 
Edessa, which healed him and many others sick with the wounds of ee 
Who didst not reject, but acceptest also the images and likenesses of Thy 
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servants have fashioned in honor and glory of Thee, One in inity, the H 
| and Glorious God, and Thine Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
most-pure and truly-blessed Mother 
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, Our Sovereign Lady the Most-holy || || ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, and in memory of Thy Saint(s) (NN.), and | a 
bless them and sancti 


fy them and grant them healing power, that they may | 








Choir: Amen. | 
ee ne ets o eo do ae p And immediately he sprinkles the Icons laid out, with holy water, saying: 
diligently praying before them to be heard, that they may draw down 
mercy, loving of mankind, and that they may receive grace. For Thou art our 
sanctification, an 


d unto Thee do we send up glory, to the Father, and to the 


Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 





-holy Spirit, 
These Icons are sanctified by the grace of p jer 2 af 4 E y 
through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name o 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 
Choir: Amen. 


es them and bows down in 
ing sprinkled them, the Priest cens | pa 
[ cai a li at and kisses them. And the Choir sings the Fe 


Priest: Peace be unto all. 


and the Priest pronounces the Dismissal. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: 


To Thee, O Lord. 


Ánd the Priest, bowing his head says this Prayer secretly: 


And he exclaims: 


Oe ||) 
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OTHER LITURGICAL OBJECTS 


26. 


THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND SANCTIFICATION 
OF SERVICE VESSELS, 


THAT IS, THE PATEN, CHALICE, STAR AND SPOON 
WITH THEIR COVERINGS, WHEN BROUGHT FORTH TOGETHER 


e. A table, appropriately covered. is set before the Ambon, and on it are 
P the Vessels, as well as Holy Water. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and 


Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer Having censed the 
Icons in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


AE The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
ur Father... Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, 


have mercy. (12 ti 
rei PE (12 times) Glory.. .now and ever...Come, let us worship... and 


Psalm 22(3) 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 


pasture, there has He made me t s 
is o dwell; besid t has He 
nourished me. He has restored m o 


righteousness for His name's sake 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Th 
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Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia.... (thrice) 527 A IE 
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Almighty Master, Lord our God: Having given to Moses, Thy 
servant, the Law, ordinances and rituals, Thou didst command that vessels 
of gold and silver be made and sanctified in the sanctuary built to the glory 
of Thy most-holy Name, for the bringing-forth of various sacrifices to Thee, 
our True God (as these were the shadow and image of our present true 
Bloodless Sacrifice). Do Thou Thyself now also, O Lord the Lover of 


Mankind, bless this Paten, Chalice, Star and Spoon, together with their 


Coverings, and sanctify them by the power, action and grace of Thine All- 


holy and Lifegiving Spirit, that on them may be brought forth unto Thee the 
True, Bloodless and Reasonable Sacrifice, the most-holy Body of our Great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, Thy Son Who, for us and for the sake of our 
salvation offered Himself once unto Thee, His God and Father, as an 
acceptable Sacrifice on the Altar of the Cross. For unto Thee, together with 
Him and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit is due all glory, honor 
and worship, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 


A a 
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— And the Priest, bowing his head. says this Prayer secretly: 





O Lord our God, do Thou look down now on the prayer of me, 


Holy Water, that they may be worthy receptacles of the most-pure Body and 
precious Blood of Thy Christ. 


For Thou art the Fountain of Sanctification, and unto Thee, together 
with Thine Only-begotten Son and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving 


Spirit, are due all glory, honor and worship, now and ever, and unto the ages 
of ages. 


And he exclaims: 


Choir: Amen. 
And immediately he sprinkles the Vessels with Holy Water, saying: 


These Vessels are sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy i 
through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and 0 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


If he now intends to serve, the P 
carries them into the Altar. And having set 
the service. If he will not serve, he prono 
then carries the Vessels into the Holy Al 


: and 
riest himself takes up the pata a 
them on the Table of Oblation, he i 
unces, as usual, the daily Dismiss®. 
tar. 





| the Paten, as well as Ho 


Thine unworthy servant, and send down the riches of Thy blessings on these | | 
Vessels and sanctify them by Thy Holy Spirit through the sprinkling of this 
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| [ bon, and on itis placea 
le, appropriately covered, is set before the Ambon, ana on it is placed 

oP ced a ly Water. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion and |f 

Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. Having censed the 

Icons in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 





Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the T nen | 
After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: sas po | 
have mercy. (/2 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., 

Psalm 22(3). 


Psalm 22(3) 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. Ina os he Ar 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water O bs pes 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on re ore oe 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should mes ze Aa rod and 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art bs e. before mein | 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a ta A B 
the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast a ps Ne also shall 
and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it 1s: : a = of the Lord 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the hou 
unto length of days. 


Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia.... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: . 


i 
. 
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UY Amii 0 Wie >". Lord our God: G à g uni o N JSE Ds 5 ~ obrantes Side oni Thy M Os =I . 
Bl and silver be made and sanctified in the sanctuary built to the glory of T e. _— | 
most-holy Name, for the bringing-forth of various sacrifices to Thee, our e. 






¿UN e | 
True God (since these were the shadow and image of our present true | ás = 
Bloodless Sacrifice). Do Thou Thyself now also, O Lord, the Lover of | | || Choir: Mei 
Mankind, bless this Paten, and sanctify it by the ARE oronge BAN And immediately he sprinkles the Paten with Holy Water, l 
Thine All-holy and Lifegiving Spirit, that on it may rou | irit. throu 
Thee, the True, Bloodless and Reasonable Sacrifice, the most-holy Body of This Paten is sanctified by the grace of m aii bros s oa 
our Great God and aes = Thy sa a ate eres the sprinkling of this rey ii hs a Name of the 
sake of our salvation offered Himself once unto Thee, Hi i d of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thr 
as an Acceptable Sacrifice on the altar of the Cross. For unto Thee, together ¡a i est himself takes up the Paten and carries 
with Him and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit are due all glory, Ifhe now intends to serve, the eg Pe Oblation, he begins the service. 
honor and worship, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. itinto the Altar And having set it on the le the daily Dismissal, and then carries 

If he will not serve, he pronounces, as usual, 

Choir: Amen. the Paten into the Holy Altar. 
Priest: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: 


To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Priest, bowing his head says this Prayer secretly: 


O Lord our God, do Thou look down now on the prayer of i 
Thine unworthy servant, and send down the riches of Thy blessings ont 
Paten and sanctify it by Thy Holy Spirit through the sprinkling of this Hoy 
aa that it may be a worthy receptacle of the most-pure Body of 
Christ. 


And he exclaims: 
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PRAYER OVER A NEW CHALICE ALONE 


are, < 





A table, appropriately covered, is set before the Ambon, and on it is 


the Chalice, as well as Holy Water. The Priest, vested in Epitrachelion al i 


Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. Having censed the 
Icons in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. | 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King.... and the Trisagion. 
After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom... Reader: Amen. Lord, 


have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever. .Come, let us worship... and 
Psalm 22(3). 


Psalm 22(3) 


The Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. In a place of green 
pasture, there has He made me to dwell; beside the water of rest has He 
nourished me. He has restored my soul; He has guided me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake. For even if I should walk in the midst of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and 
Thy staff, they have comforted me. Thou hast prepared a table before me 1 
the presence of them that afflict me. Thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and Thy cup which inebriates me, how excellent it is! Thy mercy also shall 


follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
unto length of days. 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia.... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: 


Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 
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purify and sanctify it, as Thou didst 






ist causing it to be worthy of Thine altar, that the most- 
E Bodes Sección the Body and Blood of Thine Only-begotten 
Son, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ may be borne unto Thee, the 
God and Father: For, together with Him, unto Thee and Thy Most-holy se 
Lifegiving Spirit, are due all glory, honor and worship, now and ever, an 
unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: 


To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: 


O Lord our God, do Thou look down now on the P a T ES 
Thine unworthy servant, and send down the riches of Thy bless pei ] 
halice, [if there be Covers and Spoon, add this: and upon = e pa Water, 
and sanctify it by Thy Holy Spirit through the sprinkling eih Christ. 
that it may be a worthy receptacle of the most-pure Body of 1hy 


And he exclaims: 


eee to Thee, together 
For Thou art the Fountain of Sanctification, Lon and Lifegiving 


With Thine Only-begotten Son and Thy Most-holy, 


bless, purify and sanctify the cup of Thy - 


j 


à 


priest, Melchizedek, and the cup of the Holy Apostles at the Mystical Supper | A 
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{| Choir: Amen. 


And immediately he sprinkles the Chalice with Holy Water, saying: 


This Chalice [if there be Covers and Spoon, add this: and all its 


accessories, ] is (are) sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, through | 


the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


If he now intends to serve, the Priest himself takes up the Chalice (and 
accessories, if any) and carries it (them) into the Altar. And having set it (them) on 
the Table of Oblation, he begins the service. If he will not serve, he pronounces, as 


usual, the daily Dismissal, and then carries the Chalice (and accessories, if any) 
into the Holy Altar. 





Although not specifically directed, presumab 


| specially-prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other Vessels. 





all 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who wast born in a cave of the Meer 
and Who didst guide the Magi by a star to worship Thee, we humbly erp 
Thee: Do Thou send down now Thy heavenly blessing upon this ae a 
bless and sanctify it, that it may be a worthy accessory in the peice Es 
Holy Mysteries, and a remembrance and glorification of Thy PEA a 
birth of the Virgin. For Thou art He that blesseth and sanctifieth all : z i 
O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we send up glory, pepe Fi 
Father Who is without beginning, and Thy Most-holy, Good and 218! 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: 


To Thee, O Lord. 
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ly the Star is set upon a | 
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eer O Lord our God, do Thou look down now on the prayer « PRAYER FOR BLESSING A — e 
Thine unworthy servant, and send down the riches of Thy blessings on th i FOR THE DIVINE M Ea =. 
«naa sanctify it by Thy Holy Spirit through the sprinkling of this Holy || | | ae — 
ater. | A 
| Although not specifically directed, presumably the Spoon is set upon a jf 
And he exclaims: specially-prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other Vessels. | 





DI 
For Thou art the Fountain of Sanctification, and unto Thee, together 





with Thine Only-begotten Son and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Spirit, are due all glory, honor and worship, now and ever, and unto the ages 
of ages. Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
Choir: Amen. And the Priest reads this Prayer: 
And immediately he sprinkles the Star with Holy Water, saying: O Lord God Almighty, who didst purify the Pr ophet by the pea 
i of his lips with a coal taken up with tongs by the seraphim, prefiguring t e 
This Star is sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, through power of the Divine Mysteries of the Body and Blood of Thy m aee 
the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, at the present time by means of a Spoon to Thy faithful people for : 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) Cleansing of the filth of sins. Do Thou look down now por on ya 
prayer and send down Thy heavenly blessing upon this Spoon, and bless ee d 
And then it is placed together with the other sacred Vessels. sanctify it, that it may become a worthy vessel for the receiving an 


bestowing of the most-pure Body and precious Blood of Thy Christ, n 
remission of sins of all Thy people. For Thou art the Fountain of sanc p è 
tion and the Bestower of all good things, and unto Thee we send up : vi 
thanksgiving and worship, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, an a ye 
Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ag 


ages. : 

Choir: Amen. | 
| . 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: 


And to your spirit. 
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To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: 


oo © 





Water. 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art the Fountain of Sanctification, and unto Thee, together 
with Thine Only-begotten Son and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving 


Spirit, are due all glory, honor and worship, now and ever, and unto the ages 
of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And immediately he sprinkles the Spoon with Holy Water, saying: 


This Spoon is sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, through 
the sprinkling of this Holy Water, 


in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (t 


hrice) 


And then it is placed together with the other sacred Vessels. 


: || 
O Lord our God, do Thou look down now on the prayer of me, | Ñ 
Thine unworthy servant, and send down the riches of Thy blessings on this || 


Spoon and sanctify it by Thy Holy Spirit through the sprinkling of this Holy || 
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USED FOR THE COVERING OF THE HOLY MYSTER 
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e set upon a | 
Although not specifically directed, presumably the Covers are set upon 





| ha 
p 


specially-prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other Vessels. | 
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


ith li ith a 
O Lord God Almighty, Who clothest on a pl ri 
garment, Who clothest the heavens with clouds an Ea lock Annea 
chambers with waters, we humbly beseech Thee: ee ly blessing on these 
upon our fervent prayer and send down Thy viel (if), that they (#) 
Covers (this Cover) and bless, purify, and re el Mysteries of the 
may become worthy for the covering of the holy an ine 4. together with 
Body and Blood of Thy Christ, with Whom Thou A ver. and unto the ages 
Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, 
of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


| Water, saying: 
And immediately he sprinkles the Cover(s) with Holy 


d by the grace of the Most- 


These Covers are (This Cover is) sanctifie Name of the 


in the 
holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Hol a 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


i cred Vessels. 
And then they are (it is) placed together with the sa 
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- THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF THE 1 


Pa. 


De 


IN 


Epitrachelion and Phelonion, having censed the Holy Table 


in crosswise form, || 
stands before it and begins, as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 


After Our Father... Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom... Reader: Amen. Lord, 


have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., and 
Psalm 110(11). 


Psalm 110(11) 


I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart, in the council of the 
upright and in the congregation. Great are the works of the Lord, sought oul 
in all things that He has willed. Praise and majesty are His work, and His 
righteousness abides unto ages of ages. He has made a remembrance of all 
His wonders; merciful and compassionate is the Lord. He has given food to 
them that fear Him: He will be mindful of His covenant for ever. The powe! 
of His works He has declared to His people, to give them the inheritance of 
the nations; the works of His hands are truth and judgment. Faithful are all 
His commandments, confirmed unto ages of ages, made in truth and upright- 
ness. He has sent redemption unto His people, He has commanded His 
covenant for ever; holy and terrible is His name. The fear of the Lord is the 


beginning of wisdom; and a good understanding have all they that act 
accordingly. His praise abides unto ages of ages. 


Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia. (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


The Iliton, prepared of delicate and fine linen or silken material a lithe j | 
larger than the Antimension. is spread out on the Holy Table. the Priest, vestedin NN 1| 


| 
| 
i 





=> 
—_ 


Jesus Christ, our God, Son and Wo gG 
Who, E m i of our salvation didst condescend to become incarnate 






AF i a Y 
q. â 
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| the Most-pure Virgin, and after birth to be wrapped in swaddling clothes and || 


laid in a manger, Who, after death on the Cross, which iors: pee: 
voluntarily for our deeds, didst deign to be wrapped ina ad Thee and 

and head-covering, and placed in the tomb, now we A ace of Thy 

humbly entreat Thee: Do Thou send the divine por s ce np 

Holy Spirit on this Iliton, and bless, purify and wre ON 

made worthy that the Divine Mysteries of Thy mos- aY eather Who | 
Blood may be consecrated on it, to Thy glory and re y tial Spirit and for | 
is without beginning, and Thy Lifegiving and Consubstan Es unto Thee 

the salvation of Thy people. For Thou art our peepee 

do we send up glory, now and ever, and unto the ages ol ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


retly: 
And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secreny 


er from us 

O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, accept this ferven ver of Mankind, 

Thine unworthy servants, and as Thou art good and t a on this Iliton, and 

© well-pleased now to send down Thy holy e eine of this Holy 

less and sanctify it by Thy Holy Spirit, through the pe it to be a new 
ater, as Thou didst bless Thy holy burial shroud, m 


p 














And he exclaims: 


0 


God, and unto Thee do we send u 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
Choir: Amen. 

And immediately he sprinkles the Iliton with Holy Water, saying: 


ae This lliton is sanctified by the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, through 
sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


And immediately he pronounces the usual daily Dismissal. 


| ND THE 
$ . = R THE DIVINE TABLE A 
For Thou art He that blesseth and sanctifieth all things, O Christ our || _ e 
i to” p glory, together with Thy Father Who is 
without beginning, and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and 
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l l “First Altar 
This Order is also used for blessing the Srachitza (the 
Covering”),except that Psalm 131(2) is said instead of Psalm 92(3). Note that the 
Bishop’s blessing must be obtained before the Srachitza may be replaced. 


PS 


A table, appropriately covered, is set before the Holy Doors and poe 
placed these Coverings, as well as Holy Water. The Priest, vested in bg pr 
and Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. Having 
the Coverings in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King... andine sg 
Afier Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: ae ai: 
have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., 
Psalm 92(3). 


Psalm 92(3) 


with 
The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty; te pee err 
Strength, and has girded Himself. For He has established t cyanate art 
shall not be moved. Thy throne is prepared from of old, ae ss up their 
Thou. The rivers have lifted up, O Lord, the rivers seit aie waters. 
Voices. The rivers will lift up their waves, at the voices : the Lord. Thy 
Wonderful are the billows of the sea, wonderful on high? O Lord, unto 
testimonies are made very sure; holiness befits Thy house, 
length of days. 











Psalm 131(2) 


Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness; how he swore an | | 
oath unto the Lord, and vowed unto the God of Jacob: 1 shall not enter into 
the abode of my house, nor go up upon the couch of my bed; I shall not give | 
eyelids, nor rest to my temples, until | 


sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to mine 


I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling-place for the God of Jacob. Behold, 
we have heard of it in Eph’ratha; we have found it in the fields of the wood. 
Let us enter into His tabernacles, let us worship at the place where His feet 
have stood. Anise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. 
Thy priests shall clothe themselves with righteousness, and Thy saints shall 
rejoice. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face of Thine 
anointed one. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David, and will not renounce 
it: Of the fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons will keep My 
covenant, and these My testimonies which I shall teach them, their sons also 
Shall sit upon thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 
chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of ages; here will I 
dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; her poor will 
I satisfy with bread; her priests will I clothe with salvation, and her saints 
mini rejoice with gladness. There will I make to spring up a horn for David; 

ve prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies will I clothe with 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish. 


=o i 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia.... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: 


Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


E SS 


e at Thy lawful sanctuary: Do Thou now also, we ferve 


se yl 


overt s and fine vestments for use in the : OA 
covering; fervently beseech Thee 
p e de o UN 
nately accept those things and didst sanctify |] 
A Ye 





Thou didst then compassio nd did: 
them by the hand of Aaron, mercifu lly accept these iga Hia 
Spirit, by the hand of me, a sinner, bless, purify and sanctify them, fi = 
them worthy for the covering and wrapping of these Thy ra eii 
Table of Oblation of Thy Beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus > st. pue A ap 
good work and every perfect gift comes down from Thee on a mi 
Thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only-begotten m BF 
Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto g 
ages. 


y 


nà 
y 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


And the Priest, bowing his head, says this prayer secretly: 

; ervant, and 

Incline Thine ear, O Lord, and hear me, Thine on for the 

do Thou bless, purify and sanctify these covenng p nist, by Thine all- 
use of the Holy Table and Table of Oblation of ae 
sanctifying grace, through the sprinkling of this Holy 


And he exclaims: 


ines, O our God, 
For Thou art He that blesseth and sanctifieth all things, 


i 2 -begotten Son, 
and unto Thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only-beg 
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And immediately he s the C | OGETHER OR INDIVIDUALLY, sucas: | id 
print the Coverings with Holy Water, MON THE CENSER, CHAFING DISH, RING WATER ra | id 
These Coverings | dl : AR, VESSELS FOR BEARIN , | 
Dolo Seis are (This Covering is) sanctified by the grace of the e OTHER ALTAR APPURTENANCES 
the F y Spint, through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of E 
ather, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) | | 


| | j to be blessed are | 
Although not specifically directed, presumably the items to 
set upon a prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other 
Vessels. 


ee o o OoOO 


And having pronounced the usual Dismissal, the Priest himself shall take 


them up and with them cover the Holy Table and the Table of Oblation. 


The Priest begins, as usual: 


A 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the T es rd, 
After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: de de 
have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever...Come, let us worship...» 
Psalm 25(6). 


Psalm 25(6) 


A +2 - and hoping 
Judge me, O Lord, for I have walked in mine nn ee as 
in the Lord I shall not grow weak. Prove me, O Lord, an 


; ine eyes, and I 
with fire my reins and my heart. For Thy mercy 15 ac ad of 
have been well-pleasing in Thy truth. I have not sal wi 


the 

Vanity, nor shall I enter in with them that transgress the law. ri son 
congregation of evil-doers, and with the ungodly I will tl that Imay || 
My hands in innocence, and 1 will compass Thine alt= S vok O Lord, I 
ear the voice of Thy praise and tell of all Thy wondrou Thy glory dwells. 
have loved the splendor of Thy house, and the place where | 
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j in mine innocence; deliver me, O on 


Spey kás ch 
ere uprightness; in the congregations will I bless a 


Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord God Almighty, God of our Fathers, Who hast said through 
Thy Chosen Vessel, the Apostle Paul, that all Thy creation is good and that 
nothing is rejected which through Thy divine Word and prayer is sanctified: 
Mercifully look down upon these Vessels (this Vessel) which Thy servants 


have provided for the glo 
ry of Thy most-hol rvice of 
ry ame and to the se 


y heavenly blessing and the prayer of us, Thine 
unworthy servants and servers, mercifully ha and cil them (if) and 
manifest them (11) to be worthy for the service of Thy Holy Altar, bestowing 
ae = (11) Thy heavenly grace, and grant them remission of sins and 

e them partakers of Thy Kingdom. For Thou art the God of mercy and 
compassion and love for mankind, and unto Thee do we send up glory; 


together with Thy Most-holy, Good eee hos 
unto the ages of ages. Y, “ood and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, an 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: 


Bow your heads to the Lord. 


| send down Thy blessings on these (this) Vessel(s), and 


meet for the service of Thy Holy Altar. 
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Look down, O Lord our God, on our prayer, we humbly pray, © 
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sprinkling of this Holy Water, bless and sanctify them (if), making them (if) i 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send p Ep 
together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Goo 
Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
And immediately he sprinkles the Vessel(s) with Holy Water, saying: 
i f the 
These Vessels are (This Vessel is) sanctified by the grace O 


Name of 
Most-holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy hm ES 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


missal, and then carries the 


And immediately he pronounces the daily Dis 
Vessel(s) into the Holy Altar. 













THE ORDER FOR BLESSING A NEW ARK, 
OR A VESSEL INTENDED TO CONTAIN 
THE DIVINE MYSTERIES OF CHRIST 


A A 


This Order is intended for the blessing of any container which will contain | 


the Divine Mysteries, that is the Body and Blood of Christ. including the Tabernacle, 
the Pix (container for the Sanctified Lamb(s) used at the Liturgy of the Presanctified 
Gifts, as well as a special chest which is used for bringing the Holy Mysteries to the 
sick. 

tsi“ OOO O 


A table, appropriately covered. is set before the Ambon, and on it is placed 
the new Ark (or other Vessel), as well as Holy Water. The Priest, vested in 
Epitrachelion and Phelonion. proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. 
Having censed the Ark in crosswise form, he begins as usual 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, 


have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and hip... and 
+ ever... orship.... 
Psalm 131(2). A ver Come, let us w p 


Psalm 131(2) 


Remember, 
oath unto the Lord, 


: S worship at the place where His feet 
have stood. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thoy and a of Thy holiness: 
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e. For the sake of David, Thy servant, turn not away the face 
|| Ul it ofthe fruit of thy loins will I set upon thy throne. If thy sons wil Kee 


imoni hall teach them, their sons also F: 
| these My testimonies which I sha si | 
aja thy throne for ever. For the Lord has chosen Sion; He has 


chosen her for His habitation: This is My rest unto ages of poa here pe 

dwell, for I have chosen her. Blessing, I sy: "a rea hte \ 
ith bread; her priests will I clothe wi saints | 

¿pb with gladness. There will 1 make to spring up a epee 

I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enemies wi 

shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish. 


Glory...now and ever.... Alleluia... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


h for a 

O Lord our God, Who hast heaven as 4 ronen nor 
footstool, even though the whole universe 15 not re pein ee of Thy 
are the minds of Angels or men able to comprehend t ie compassion and 
glory or worthily to speak of Thee: For the sake of Ke be contained in the 
love for mankind, ineffably Thou didst condescen true God. In order to 
Virgin’s womb ani become a man, while ee aaa and wine, Thou 
cleave mankind to Thyself, under the visible o pe As Thou art God, 
gavest Thine own Body and Blood as food for the = d an man, Thou art in 

hou art everywhere and fillest all things, yet as YO 


os to be 
h desiring truly 
heaven at the right hand of the Father, and on Y d Blood. Therefore, l 


Present in the most-holy Mysteries of Thy Body ercifully on our prayer 
now humbly beseech Thee: Do Thou look down ae down upon it Thy 
and on this Vessel which was made to Thy glory, po it may be a worthy 
heavenly blessing; bless, purify and sanctify 1t, 
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sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory, with Thy’ 
Who has no beginning, and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, no 


Y > y 


and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


| Choir: Amen. 
Priest Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: 


Bow your heads to the Lord. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


And the Priest, bowing his head. says this Prayer secretly: 


O Lord our God, incline Thine ear and hearken unto me, for the sake 
of mercy and love for mankind as Thou didst promise to abide with us 


without interruption even til the end of the age, and send the grace of Thy 
Most-holy Spirit, and throu 


gh the sprinkling of this holy water, bless and 
sanctify this Vessel made to be a rec t ivi ¡es of Thy 
Body and Blood. eptacle of the Divine Mysteries 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art He that blesseth and - : hrist our 
God, and unto Thee do we send u eanchfeth all things, O © 


wi as p glory, together with Thy Father Who is 
ithout beginning, and Thy Most-hol Pe . 

-holy, Good rit, now 
and ever, and unto the ages of ages. a 2d Litegiving Sp! 


Choir: - Amen. 


y f T k Ark (Vi 
through the sprinkling 
the Son, and of the 





Pronouncing the usual daily dismiss 
Ark (or Vessel) and sets it on the Holy Table, 


Divine Mysteries. 


SSN ad 


of this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, 
Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) e F 
ified || 


al, the Priest takes up the sanc 
and (if appropriate) places in 
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36. | 
THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF A NEW CHEST (A 











OR ANOTHE 
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE RELICS OF SAINTS) 


II ic 
set upon oe spect rally directed, 
Vessels. The 


vessels. a nating to them that br Ought them, indicating that these are private 
also be used for A some adaptation of the text of the Prayers, this Order may 
€ blessing of Reliquaries for the church itself 


a A 


The Priest beg 


INS as usual 


Blessed j 
IS Our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader con 


finues: Amen. O 


| ) Gl 
appointed reading "cd Eo Ow and ever...Come, let us worship..., and the 
Salter: /If the Relics are of a Martyr, we read P salm 


78(9); if the Relics 
ar 
111(12)). © not of a Martyr, but Of some other of the Saints: Psalm 


ON 


Psalm 78(9) 


nations have come 
mple; they have made J 


“wrath upon the nations that know Thee not, and upon 
| have not called upon Thy name; for they have devoured his place 
| have they made desolate. Remember not our former transgressions; let Thy 
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tender mercies quickly go before us, O Lord, for we are become exceedingly 
poor. Help us, O God our Savior, for the sake of the glory of Thy name. O 
Lord, deliver us and be merciful unto our sins, for Thy name’s sake, lest the 
nations say: Where is their God? Yea, let the avenging of Thy servants 
blood that has been shed be made known among the nations before our eyes. 
Let there come before Thee the groans of the prisoners; according to the 
greatness of Thine arm, make provision for the sons of the slain; return 
sevenfold into the bosom of our neighbors their reproach with which they 
have reproached Thee, O Lord. For we are Thy people and the sheep of Thy 
pasture. We will give praise unto Thee, O God, for ever; from generation to 
generation we will declare Thy praise. 


A A 
Psalm 111(12) 


Blessed is the man that fears the Lord; in His commandments Sur 
he greatly delight. His seed shall be mighty upon the earth; PERO ha 
the upright shall be blessed. Glory and riches shall be in his ray se 
righteousness abides unto ages of ages. A light has risen up int E j a 
to the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and righteous. ES IS 
man that is compassionate and lends; he shall order his words with judgment, 
for he shall not be moved for ever. The righteous shall be in eternal epee 
brance: he shall not fear evil tidings. His heart is ready to hope in the Lor : 
his heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he look over his enemies. 
He has distributed, he has given to the poor, his righteousness abides = 
ages of ages; his horn shall be lifted up in glory. The sinner shall see an ‘ = 
angered, he shall gnash his teeth and melt away; the desire of the sinner s 


perish. 
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Deacon: 
Choir: 





Let us pray to the Lord. 






Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


¿lp ok gods and Lord of lords, Creator and Fashioner of all 
aga a visible and invisible: Thou didst command Thy servant 
» according to a model shown to him on the Mountain, to construct 


to surround it with pure gold, in which 
the heavenly manna, and the tablets of 
, as a witness for future generations to 
of the present, fulfilled in the Incarna- 
st, when His Body, conceived and given 
Spirit, of the Most-pure Virgin, Thou 
ivinity. Humbly we beseech Thee, O 
ord Jesus Christ, from Whom every 
earth, takes its name, that Thou mayest 
ark (or vessel) (or these arks or vessels) 
e Relics of Thy Saints, and sanctify that 
W preserved, through the prayers and 
Do Thou free from every affliction 0 
at are piously honoring and calling upo” 
edin it/them), through his (or her or their) 
u also deliver them from necessities and 
and drive away from them, by Thy powe 
ack of enemies visible and invisible; be fF 
sy begilement, enchantment and eds desl and el 
men: and any cit craftiness of deceitful and eV 
Saint(s) in this Vessel (or these woe and land in which the Relics of TW 
deliver, preserve and ah “St vessels) may be kept with piety, do Thou 
eae, ae me unharmed from injurious ohne. ill winds, 
> quake, flood, fire, the Sword, invasion of aliens, civil 
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| healthful air through Thy blessing, an increase of the fruits of the earth, quiet || 
seasons and every abundance, through the prayers of Thy Most-pure Mother || 
and of all Thy Saints, in whom Thou art praised and glorified, together with | 
Thine Only-begotten son, and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: 


Priest: 


Choir: 


Deacon: 


Choir: 


the grumbling of Thy people; Who, in or 
well-pleasing unto Thee, be confirme 
bring forth fruit-bearing blooms, an 
golden ark as a sign of Thy power an 
was a type of Thy Christ Whose drying u 
Cross became a blossoming in the 

Whose death became the sprouting O 
hast prefigured its fruitful 
beseech Thee, the All-merciful 
Do Thou look down upon these 
Relics of Thy holy Saints, and 
sprinkling of this Holy Water, 
also may be taken and preserve 
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ion and protection, delivering them from l | 










Amen. 

Peace be unto all. 

And to your spirit. 

Bow your heads to the Lord. 


To Thee, O Lord. 
The Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: 


before Whom the holy Moses appeased 
der that the priesthood of Aaron, 
d, didst cause his dry staff to sprout and 
d didst command that it be put in a 
d wonderworking, which, for us also, 
p through death on the altar of the 
Resurrection on the Third Day, and 
f the Church; through this also, Thou 
blossoming by night and by day. Diligently we 
Architect and Fashioner of the human race: 
Vessels fashioned for the preservation of the 
through Thine all-consecrating grace and the 
bless and sanctify them. And wherever these 
d, through the prayers and mediation of Thy 


O Master, Father Almighty, 


Aaa 





sal (s), whos Re : are covered therein, do Thou drive ve wa | — = } i 
every contrary action, and multiply everything that is good and p A t | oy FSAI 
and grant Thy protection, that Thy faithful people, having received the _ THE ORDER FOR THE 








of Thy mercy and compassion and favor in the little particles of the Relicsof | | EAN ds 
Saint( health of their bodies, may give due thanksgiving unto || | Ambon, and on itis placed || 
me md ue bs rer) | | A gman mi en en ed 
emer Paanga my n fu be counted worthy to become, with them | Picionion. proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. Having censed the 
i r) heirs of Thy kingdom. | 


new Cross in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 
es. 
ree Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ag 


Through the grace and compassion and love for mankind of Thine 
Only-begotten Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most- 
holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


° ; ion. 
The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly -E ño pH a A ope d 

After Our Father... Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... us worship..., and 

have mercy. (12 times) Glory...now and ever, ¡ome 


Psalm 131(2). 
Choir: Amen. 


Psalm 131(2) 
. Pa E | ¡Mater sai 
And immediately he sprinkles the Vessel(s) with Holy Water, say —— 0 O) a 2 how he pay ap 
oath PE tan and vowed unto ae preg I shall not give 
house, nor go up upon the co les, until 
sega oe slumber to mine eyelids, nor rest to my ie 


b. Behold, 
“no-place for the God of Jaco 
Ap page fant peo por sn a it in the fields of the wood. 


worship at the place where His feet 


These Vessels are (This vessel is) sanctified by the grace of the Most- 
pirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of the 
, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


holy S 
Father 


If there be also Relics of a Saint (or Saints), he places them in the we have heard of it in Eph’ratha; we 
Vessel(s), saying: 


i i les, let us Sos 
on nee pene ble gs Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness 
ve stood. 


ints shall 
with righteousness, and Thy saints sh 
Thy priests shall clothe Se ae turn not waiter va = ok wre 
rejoice. For the Ex E has swom in truth unto David, and wil pas Le My 
anointed ons, AU Toins will I set upon thy throne. If thy pai. 
it: Of the fruit of ee testimonies which I shall teach them, t es ain “a 
ran ee preg for ever. For the Lord has chosen E sre will I 
anal: sit Upon habitation: This is My rest unto ages = ee a or will 
chosen her for va ae her. Blessing, I will bless her pursuit; pf saints 
ewel, he ih ees da priests will I clothe with salvation, and her 
Satisfy wi ; 


SE > > — == OOOO O f p E 


l : | 
Praise God in His Saints! Praise Him in the firmament of His pow 


For the Saints are praised in glory and they shall rejoice on their couches. 


And he reads the Trop 
so placed. And having pron 
Saint(s)), he distributes it/ 


. re 
arion and Kontakion of the Saint(s) whose Relies i e 
ounced the Dismissal (with the commemoration al 
hem unto them that brought them for sanctification 









Pluie prepared a lamp for Mine anointed one. His enes aan 
shame; but upon him shall My holiness flourish 





Psalm 59(60) 


O God, Thou hast rejected us and hast broken us down; Thou hast 


been angry with us and hast had compassion on us. Thou hast made the earth 
to tremble and hast troubled it: heal its breaches, for it has been shaken. 
Thou hast shown Thy people hard things; Thou hast made us to drink the 
wine of compunction. Thou hast given a sign to them that fear Thee, that 
they may flee from the face of the bow. That Thy beloved ones may be 
delivered, save with Thy right hand and hear me. God has spoken in His 
sanctuary: I will rejoice; and I will divide Shechem and measure out the 
Valley of Tabernacles. Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine: Ephraim also 
is the strength of My head. Judah is My king; Moab is the washpot of My 
hope. Upon Edom will I stretch out My shoe; the Philistines have been 
Subjected unto Me. Who will bring me into a fortified city? Or who will lead 
me into Edom? Wilt not Thou, O God, Who hast rejected us? And wilt not 
Thou, O God, go forth with our forces? Give us help from tribulation, for 


vain is the salvation of man. In God we shall do mighty works, and He wi 
bring to nought them that oppress us. 


Psalm 98(99) 


The Lord reigns, 
earth be moved. The Lor 
Let them give praise to 
king’s honor loves jud 
justice Thou hast wr 
at His footstool, fo 
Samuel among them 
and He heard them: 
His testimonies and 
God, Thou didst he 


let the peoples rage; He sits on the cherubim, let the 
d is great in Sion, and is high above all the peoples. 
Thy great name, for it is terrible and holy; and E 
gment. Thou hast prepared uprightness; judgment al 

ought in Jacob. Extol the Lord our God, and worship 
r it is holy. Moses and Aaron among His priests, 4 

that called upon His name—they called upon the Lord, 
in a pillar of cloud He spoke unto them, for they keP 
His commandments which He gave them. O Lor d o 
ar them; O God, Thou wast merciful to them, yet takıng 
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Glory...now and ever... Alleluia... (thrice) ar | 


And the Troparion of the Cross, TONE 1: A 











O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. eves 
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries; and by 
virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. (thrice) 


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. | 


The Kontakion, TONE 4: 


As Thou wast voluntarily crucified for our sake, grant mercy po 
them that are called by Thy name, make all Orthodox pase > 
by Thy power, granting them victories over their a io y 
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace. 


Now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


(SAME TONE) The goodness of Th up unto The 
j s given to faithful, through the Theotokos who Is 
praying for us, O only Lover of Mankind. 

And immediately we sing the following Troparion, TONE 6 (thrice): 

O Giver of Life, and sanctify this Cross. 


Send do d confirmation of all Thy people. 


Reveal it to be the help an 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Lord, have mercy. 


aaa 
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And the Priest reads this Prayer: 







on 





O Lord God of glories, Father Almighty, God of Sabaoth, Who 


through the Tree of Life in the midst of Paradise, hast prefigured the || | 
Lifegiving Cross of Thine Only-begotten Son: Thou, O Wise One, instead | 
of the tree of disobedience, through the tasting of which the all-evil serpent | 


drove out our forefather and with him the whole human race from Paradise, 
and brought in death, hast given the Emblem of this life-bearing Cross on 
which Thy Beloved Son was nailed, mortifying death by death, laying waste 
to all the power of the devil, and granting life to the world, as a consecrated 
and invincible weapon unto Thine own Church, as a mighty protection and 
confirmation of the Faith, which delivers from every snare of the devil, asa 
strong hope of salvation, and the unashamed hope for the gaining of life. We 
Thy servants, therefore, having been vouchsafed freely Thy great grace, and 
being thankful, bring glory, thanksgiving and humble worship unto Thy 
majesty, and pray compunctively that Thou mayest look down mercifully on 
this Emblem of the Cross which Thy faithful servants out of zeal, firm faith 
and love for Thee have fashioned—the ensign of victory of Thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Freedom and our Deliverance. Do Thou send down 
upon it Thy heavenly blessing and bless it, sanctify it and fill it with power 
and the blessing of the other Tree on which the most-holy Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son was nailed, by Whom the power ° 
the Devil was trampled underfoot, and mortals received freedom and wer 
counted worthy of life. Yea, we beseech Thee, O Most-holy Master, for the 
sake of the sufferings of the Saints, and the shedding of the holy Blood and 
Lifegiving Death of Thine Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ Who, 
in counsel with Thee, God the Father without beginning, and Thy Most-holy 
Spirit, of His own will, for our salvation, endured crucifixion on the Tree 0 
the Cross, and by this, the Tree of the Cross which once was a place 
execution for sinners and evildoers, was made blessed, holy and lifegiving, 
delivering us sinners who bear it to Thee in prayer: Do Thou send down noW 
the grace of Thy Most-holy Spirit on this Emblem of the Cross, and bless! 
sanctify it, and grant that it be a terrible and powerful sign against every 
enemy, visible and invisible, and the driving away and repulsion of even 
snare, slander and increase of the devil. And let it be for Thy people ê 


‘Victory against enemies, success in every virtue, and be 
|| Hearer of us bowing down in — n Thee 
| i i ower 
for us who are offering up prayers, a n — 
for our salvation. And as Thou hast freed the world from the judgment of sin 
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of all 


through the Cross, do Thou the same for Thy servants who, from their pi 
have carried in faith this Emblem of the Cross unto Thee. By the power 
the Cross of Thy beloved Son, ever show them to be pen. pe ee 
granting unto them every earthly and heavenly good thing, an : sid 2 
Cross ever guiding all the faithful unto blessedness, pio t e A 
receiving of heavenly crowns. For Thou art the Fountain of sancti 5 
and the rich Bestower of all good things, and unto Thee do pá rs a 
glory, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and poe oly, 

and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages Of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: 


Lord Jesus Christ, Who, through = ve 
e 
hast defeated the d Ea su e eae sal a on 
i eption and torment: 22 
ire des a el site of the Cross fashioned for the AB ye sin 
G Hf the Fates and Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy spin a 
Na oe brance of His most- lorious death and victory Min 
ature, in remem ad the fashioning of our redemption, and throug de : 
7 nd Ba of this Holy Water do Thou bless and sancti 
y Spiri 


O God and Father of our 






s Emblem, and 
rr, ee ae Cr ga 
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0 
men 


Tree has gained, 


ré, oe eee | m lud 
a — 
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o. 
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through the shedding of the Blood and the naili 
Body of Thy Beloved Son. Grant it to be, for Thy faithful people. a 


protection, and a mighty tower against the face of the enemy, the drivi 














away of every contrary evil thing, and that it be for the healing of spiritul | 


and bodily sickness. And let the prayers and supplications of all who, in faith, | 
are praying unto Thee before this Emblem, be heard. 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art a God of mercy and compassion and love for mankind, 
and unto Thee do we send up glory, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, 


and Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And immediately he sprinkles the Cross with Holy Water, saying: 


This Emblem of the Cross is sanctified by the sprinkling of this Holy 


Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen. (thrice) 


And immediately 


re the 
holy Emblem of the Cro 


taking up the censer while standin g reverently befo 
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ascetics bow down in worship. And all of us g e a 
crucified on thee. 


Then he sings the following Stikheron twice: 

: . Th ho , 
Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship, O Master, and Thy holy 
resurrection we glorify. 


j d sacred 
He bows down to the gronni reien E e oe down. 
Cross. After kissing it, he again sings the Stikheron a t 3 CO E 
Thusly all standing about bow down in worship and kiss the p 


the Choir sings the following Stikheron, TONE 2: 


i l the 
C O vou faithful, and let us bow down nwon 
pense i Cross For a tree sprouted death in Paradise, ao 
ARTEEN: 4 forth life. on which the sinless Lord ong ev 
Re on tion from it, let all the nations cry out: T 
eee ich Cross, has laid waste to ig: — 
patio the tyranny of the devil, O Lord, glory 


And immediately after this, the Dismissal: 


Y | re ing isdom! 
ss, he censes it in ¡s-wise form, singing the followin Deacon: Wis ; 
Stikhera, TONE 8: oer | le than the cherubim and more glorious, 
| | Porr: More hea es the seraphim, without defilement thou 

The Cross is the preserver of the whole world! The Cross is ™ beyond eonia d the Word. True Theotokos, we magnify 

beauty of the Church! The Cross is the might of kings! The cris | gavest birth to GO 

the support of the faithful! The Cross is the glory of angels and! | thee. = 

wounding of demons! tet Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

ons r ae unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, NOW and now and ever, 
WEE oes ages of ages. Amen, Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
. _—_— i —<—— eel 












Father, bless! n n 


Priest: May He Who was crucified for our salvation onthe ' 
age voluntarily accepted death and arose on the Thin 
, Christ our True God, through the prayers of His mose 
pure Mother, by the power of the precious and Lifegiving | 


Cross; and of all His Saints: have mercy on us and save us 


for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


And the Pri . 
Bis Dios a ao taking up the Cross, carries it into the Altar through the 
Lord, save Thy dla ay to the people, blesses them with the Cross, saying: 0 
o Y people, and bless Thine inheritance.... And placing the Cross 
y Table, he departs, giving thanks to God | sane 






















THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF A CROS 
TO BE BORNE ON THE BREAST © 


‘ 
Ai 


Although not explicitly specified, this Order also may be 


blessing of a Priest’s Pectoral Cross. 


Mr A a 


The Cross is placed on the Holy Table. After the completion of the Divine 


Liturgy (or Matins, Hours or Vespers), before the Dismissal, the Priest reads: 
Heavenly King... and the Trisagion. After Our Father..., the following Troparia: 


O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant 
victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries; and by 


virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy habitation. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 


As Thou wast voluntarily crucified for our sake, grant mercy unto 
them that are called by Thy name, make all Orthodox Christians glad 
by Thy power, granting them victories over their adversaries, by 
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace. 
Now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

O Protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, unfailing 
Mediation before the Creator: Despise not the entreating voices of 
us sinners. But, anticipate us, O Good One, who call out unto thee 
in faith: Hasten to intercession and be quick in supplication, O 
Theotokos, for thou dost always protect those who honor thee. 


And after this 15 said: 





yv. a 
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
















And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O i 
Lord Jesus Christ, our God, Who of Thine own will, for the sake 


of our salvati : l : 
cm rap soue a to be nailed on the Tree of the Cross and didst 
through Thy Sore as through Thine own most-precious Blood, and 
through the Cross th we the world from slavery to the enemy, resolving 
through this freei e ancient handwriting of our enemy, the devil, and 
Thee: Do Thou = >. human race from his tyranny, humbly we beseech 
down Thy divine a mercifully on this Emblem of the Cross, and send 
anyone who, in RE and grace, and grant it power and strength that 
Death, shall bear it on hi rance of Thy saving Passion and Thy Life-giving 
of soul and body, may poda rerself) for the preservation and protection 
help for himself '(hersel rias worthy to receive heavenly blessings and 
repelling of unbelievin if). As Thou didst bless the staff of Aaron for the 
so too do Thou bless ei and the emptying of magical fantasies, 
help to every snare of th = molem of the Cross, opposing Thine assisting 
him (her) that shall bear it evil, that he be unable to pour them out; and fof 
and preservation against a himself (? ierself), may it be for a saving defense 
him (her) of Thy A evil of soul and body, and for the increase in 
blesseth and consecrateth Ha and Christian virtues. For Thou art He thal 
send up glory, thanksgivi things, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do we 
i giving and worship, together with Thy Father Who iS 


without beginnin 
g, and Thy Most- 
ever, and unto the ages z re holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now " 


Choir: Amen 
Priest: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 


= Pape 
N TCO 


—— aoe 






a Ue 
| O 
Choir: 


down on the humble: We, Thine unworthy servants, have inc 


of our hearts and bodies unto 
send down Thy heavenly blessing on this Emblem of the 
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And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: — ' 


O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who livest in the heights and lookest 
lined the neck 


Thee, and we humbly beseech Thee: Do Thou 
Cross, and through 


the sprinkling of the Holy Water, fill it with Thy power and strength for the 


repulsion and dispelling of every snare 
faithful servants who shall bear this on himse 
of soul and body from the face of enemie 


of the devil. And for every one of Thy 
If, grant it to be the preservation 
s visible and invisible, and from 


every evil, as well as for the increase of Thy grace. 


we send up glory, togethe 
Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, NOW 


And he exclaims: 


For Thou art our sanctification, O Christ our God, and unto Thee do 
r with Thy Father Who is without beginning, and 
and ever, and unto the ages 


of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


sprinkling of this Holy Water, in t 


And immediately he sprinkles the Cross with Holy Water, saying: 


ross is blessed and sanctified through the 


This Emblem of the C 
he Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 


of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


And immediately he pronounces the usual Dismissal and gives the Cross 


to him/her whose it is, 0 the glory of God. 
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tt tis profitable for the human race; Vho PPP 
“erected to Thy holy Name by hands of men, and Me pode 
consecrated to Thy glory, and that these places should be amie pi ae 
of Thy glory; Who through Thy servant Moses commanded se pus pci | 
| vestments of the high priests, the priests and the Levites, and other oe | 
adornments should be made for the magnificence and beauty " i 
| sanctuary and altar: Do Thou hearken now mercifully unto our pi ca p 
and bless, purify and sanctify these Vestments (he names re We na pe 
and to the glory of Thy most-holy Name, for the adornment en i pres 
the servants of Thy Holy Altar and the preparation of Thy Holy . 7 P 
through me, Thy humble and unworthy servant, thas e Bia 
worthy of every doxology to Thy most-holy Name, an pe de A es 
servants who shall be vested therein, that they be z ae nae 
Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. protection from all snares and temptation of enemies, that they 


After Our Father..., Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. Lord, means of pleasing Thee, for worthy service of Thy Holy Mysteries, and for 


have mercy. (/2 ti ee h the grace and compas- 
Prada oa imes) Glory...now and ever. .C ome, let us worship..., and the ministration of Thy grace and mercies: Throug i ici EN 


i i i É Son, wi 
sion and love for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, Wi ol f 
blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now an 


ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OR SANCTIFICATIO) 

OF NEW PRIESTLY VESTMENTS, | 

THAT IS, THE STIKHARION, EPITRACHELION, 
BELT, CUFFS AND PHELONION 








A table, appropriately covered. is s 
. is set before the Ambon, and on it are 
signer the wi Vestments. For the Sanctification of the offerings, the Priest, vested 
ps Ep trachelion and Phelonion, proceeds through the Holy Doors with the censer. 
aving censed the Vestments in crosswise form, he begins as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O 


Psalm 132(3) 





B : 
together E pi dsg is so good or so pleasant, as for brethren to dwel Choir: Amen. 
beard, th o It is like the myrrh upon the head that ran down upon the 
like he a a of Aaron, that ran down upon the edge of his garment. It 15 Priest: Peace be unto all. 
EE va of Hermon that descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there E 
rd commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. Choir: And to your spirit. 
Glory...now and ever... Alleluia.... (thrice) Deacon: Bow your heads to the Lord. 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 
E Lord, have mercy. And the Priest, bowing his head, says this Prayer secretly: 
| i Fountain 
And the Priest reads this Prayer: | O Master, God Almighty, Bestower of all good things and 


these 
of sanctification: Do Thou look down now on our prayers and 


— a. 












| Vestments (he names them) prepared for the adornment and 
| | | ornment and sple 
priestly servers, and make them, by the grace of Thy Most: 


f, ~ 
a eee 
| ] r y A 
DIA 
A j 
il | 


throu sprinklin i 

nd <p ac g of this Holy Water, to be blessed, holy and sanctif 

Fishy Mester shall vest themselves with them, to be worth an 
ysteries and to please Thee at all times. y 







eb | 
Ánd he exclaims: | 


For Th “ee 
together with a and unto Thee do we send up glory 
Lifegiving Spiri “begotten Son, and Th $ 

giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the pir a 


Choir: SA 


And immediatel 
Water, saying: y he sprinkles the Vestments that are laid out, with Holy 


This Vestm 
by the grace of es Vestments) (he names them) is (are) sanctified 
-holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy 


Water, in the Na 
> me of th 
Amen. (thrice) e Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


If he now intends 
Í . 
shall carry the anta uh the Priest does not pronounce the Dismissal but 
Service. Ifno Service is illo h aay Altar, vest in them, and proceed with SS 
carry them into the Altar and teh g pronounced the daily Dismissal, he shall 
em on the Holy Table. 
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{THE ORDER FOR B LESSING O) 2 SANCTIFICATIO! 
OF NEW DEACON”S JESTMENTS, 
THAT IS, THE STIKHARION, ORAR 
AND CUFFS 


of Needs, but has been adapted from the 


This Order is not found in the Book 
Appropriate emendations in the Prayers 


Order for the Blessing of. Priestly Vestments. 
are indicated in italics. 


Coo AU, 


A table, appropriately covered, is set before the Ambon, and on it are 
placed the new Vestments. For the Sanctification of the offerings, the Priest, vested 
through the Holy Doors with the censer. | 


in Epitrachelion and Phelonion, proceeds 
wise form, he begins as usual: 











Having censed the Vestments in cross 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion. 
he Kingdom... Reader: Amen. Lord, 


Afier Our Father... Priest: For Thine is t 
have mercy. (12 times) Glory...nOW and ever...Come, let us worship..., and 
Psalm 132(3). 


Psalm 1 32(3) 


or so pleasant, as for brethren to dwell 
h upon the head that ran down upon the 
he edge of his garment. It is 


descends upon the mountains of Sion; for there 


even life for evermore. 


Behold, what is so good 
together in unity? It is like the myr" 
beard, the beard of Aaron, that ran down upon t 
like the dew of Hermon that 
the Lord commanded the blessing, 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia.... (thrice) 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


A 





ye «E 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O Lord 
God Almighty, Who settest in motion from the begir 


4 


of Thy glo 
> or hice “hee Thy servant Moses commanded that the 
+ rac i, ha ests, the priests and the Levites, and other various 
made for the magnificence and beauty of Thy 


sanctuary and altar D 
o Thou hearken now mercifully unto our supplication | 


and bless, uri 
and to the ba these Vestments (he names them) in honor of 
the servants of Thy divine ee Name, for the adornment and splendor of 
servant, that they may be An through me, Thy humble and unworthy 
Name; and for Thy serv wn worthy of every doxology to Thy most-holy 
deliverance and da $ who shall be vested therein. that AN 
they be for a means ii «y all snares and temptation eeii that 
Services: Through the pleasing Thee, and for worthy service at Thy divine 
Only-begotten Son, with W and compassion and love for mankind of Thine 
holy, Good and Lifegivi emo Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most 
giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen 


Priest: 
est: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: 

r: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: 


Bow your heads to the Lord 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


} . . 







Vestments (he names them) prepared 


that is profitable for 
the human race ' al 
erected to T ; Who didst will emples should a | 
ca oa ly Name by hands of a alae these | 
y glory, and that these places should be calle hom be || 
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servers, and make them, by the grace of Thy Most-holy S sirit, through the 
sprinkling of this Holy Water, to be blessed, holy and sanctified, and ¢ those 
who shall vest themselves with them, to be worthy to serve at Thy divine 


Services and to please Thee at all times. 


And he exclaims: 


n, and unto Thee do we send up glory, 
Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good and 
and unto the ages of ages. 


For Thou art our sanctificatio 
together with Thine Only-begotten 
Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, 


Choir: Amen. 
And immediately he sprinkles the Vestments that are laid out, with Holy 
Water, saying: 
This Vestment (7hese Vestments) (he names them) 1s (are) sanctified 
e sprinkling of this Holy 


by the grace of the Most-holy Spirit, through th 
Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


Amen. (thrice) 

ronounce the Dismissal, but 
ceed with the Service. (The 
rvice is to follow, having 
the Altar and place them 


If he now intends to serve, the Priest does not p 
shall carry the Vestments into the Holy Altar and pro 
e new Vestments.) If no Se 


L he shall carry them into 


Deacon shall vest in th 
pronounced the daily Dismissa 
on the Holy Table. 
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ter, in the Name of the 


" Y y i 


THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OR SANCTIFICATION || w 
OF NEW SERVERS’ VESTMENTS, 
THAT IS, THE STIKHARION AND ORARION 


eh 







This Order is not found in the Book of Needs, but may appropriately be used 
for the Blessing of new Stikharions for Readers, Cantors and Altar Servers, as well | 
as new Stikharions and Orarions for Subdeacons 


AAA 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 


Choir: Lord, have mercy 


And the Priest reads this Prayer 


O God Almighty and generous Bestower of good things, Who 
abundantly pourest out all blessings, we fervently entreat Thee and pray 
Thee: Do Thou pour out riches of Thy blessings upon us, and, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, be pleased to bless and sanctify this (these) Vestmani 
fashioned for Thy honor, and mercifully grant the grace of sanctifying Thy 
Holy Services unto all them that shall wear it (them), that they may pl 
before Thy presence holy, undefiled and innocent, and may be found wort 4 
of Thy merciful assistance. For Thou art the King of peace and the Savior © 
our souls, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And immediately 
Water, saying: 


l 
he sprinkles the Vestments that are laid out, with Hoy 
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CONCERNING THE BLESSING AND SANCTIFICATIO 
OF THE BOOK OF THE HOLY GOSPELS 






There is no specific Order or Prayers appointed for the Blessing and 
itself, According to a Note found in K 


Sanctification of the Book of the Gospels, 
Nikolsky, Posobiye k'izucheniu Ustava 
Petersburg, 1900, p. 826, 
of God, it is holy. But i 
which are affixed Ic 
Blessing and Sanct 


Bogosluzheniya Pravoslavnoi Tserkvi, St 


f it be covered with a precious Cover (usually metal), upon 
ons, then the Cover itself is blessed using the Order for the 
ification of Various Icons Laid Out Together. 


In the Supplementary Book of Needs printed in Serbia (1975), however, the 
following is found: 


ORDER OF SANCTIFICATION OF THE GOSPEL BOOK 


ee ee 


Although not specifically 
is set upon a specially 
other church items. 


directed, presumably the Gospel Book to be blessed 
-prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the 


ee ee 


The Priest begins, as usual: 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages: 


The Reader continues: 


Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagio” 
After Our Father.. 


. Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


the Book of the Gospels is not blessed because, as the Word | 


AA 


¿AA e 
rad a b ae ad 
' a : 


oo ed Wisdom hidden from the ages, in 


teachi ich is written for us in the B with Thine own- 
me paa Thyself, O Most-wise King, ape pi Sagi | 

rif gaze upon our offering, and bless our a up and salvation; and | 
e by Thy divine words, which are for Our pun a F Thy Divine Grace, 
sancil this Gospel Book, making it to be a participant 0 


j 
Y 
ol LA 


that these Thy words inscribed in it may be, hs 
faith and reverence read it and listen to 1t, = ae Ka 
drink, that receiving Thy A Thou only art the Most-wise 
strengthened in our inârmy 5 a 00 pr unto Thee are due all glory, 
ter of All, O our Yod, Holy Spirit, 
e ae an to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
onor, l 


now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


) me 
And immediately he sprinkles it with Holy Water, saying 


t-holy Spirit, 
i the grace of the Mos 
er in de Name of the Father, and of 


This Gospel Book is e 

inkli his 
through the sprinkling of this £ | 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


j j j e Gospel, he 


sets it on the Holy Table.. 


e souls of us who with |} 
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eee ie. m — i er, and unto the ages of ag 
THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND TIO) . | e 
OF DIVINE-SERVICE BOOKS Choir: Amen 


D ~ . | 
i | B aks th Holy Water, saying: 
| | And immediately he sprinkles si a 







i the | 
sanctified by th 
7 - ~ e ivi service Books are: ater, in 
Although not specifically directed, presumably the liturgical books to be These A sprinkling of this i AeA 
Hona Ñe, Apostol, Priest's Service Book (Sluzhebnik), ia grace of the Most-holy Spi of the Son, and of ia eas 
a prea ae > E ianareo before the the Name of the Father, an 


Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other church items 


eee O 


The Priest begins, as usual: 


(thrice) 


ismissal. 
And immediately he pronounces the Dism 


Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Reader continues: Amen. O Heavy 


enly King.... and the Trisagion. 
After Our Father.. 


+» Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 
O Lord Jesus Christ our Savior, Who art h 
and glorified by the S im: 
these books of the Psalms and 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF INCENSE 
OSE 
Although not specifically directed, presumably the incense to be blessed is 


Set upon a specially-prepared 
ecclesiastical items. lable before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other 





ee 


The Priest, putting on his Epitrachelion, begins, as usual 


Blessed ¡ 
is Our God, always, now and ever. and unto the ages of ages. 


The Read 
er continues: Amen. O Heavenly King..., and the Trisagion 


After | apa 
o Thine is the Kingdom... Reader: Amen. Lord, 
Psalm 65(6). Ory...now and ever...Come, let us worship..., and 


Psalm 65(6) 


Shout with jubilat; 

name, give Soe! era the Lord, all the earth, sing praises to His 
works! In the multitude pa raise. Say unto God: How awesome are Thy 
all the earth worshi Th hy power shall Thine enemies lie unto Thee. Let 
Most High. Come de ce and hymn Thee; let it sing unto Thy name, O 
e a see the works of God, how awesome He is in His 
the river they shall pa e sons of men. Who turneth the sea into dry land; in 
has dominion in Fld panies e There shall we rejoice in Him, in Him that 
them that provoke Hi A ei ag His eyes look upon the nations; let not 
nations, and make the na à sagi Ww themselves. Bless our God, O you 
my soul in life, and suff oice of His praise to be heard, Who has established 
O God, Thou hast eat a 5 y feet to be moved. For Thou hast tried US, 
brought us into the sn S Van. fire even as silver is tried by fire. Thou hast 
ri are, Thou hast laid afflictions upon our back. Thou 

over our heads. We went through fire and water, and Thou 


| goats. Come and hear, and I will declare unto you, all you that 






ura o E E 
had spoken in mine affliction. 
will I offer unto Thee, with incense and rams; I 








what things He has done for my soul. Unto Him with my mouth have I cried, 
and I exalted Him with my tongue. If I have regarded unrighteousness IN my 
heart, let the Lord not hear me. Therefore God has hearkened unto me, He 
has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed is God Who has not turned 


away my prayer, nor His mercy from me. 


Glory...now and ever... Alleluia... (thrice) 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 

f Sanctification and 
me, a sinner, and 
se, and bless and 


hrist, our God, Fountain O 


O Master, Lord Jesus C 
arken unto the prayer of 


Giver of Blessings: Do Thou he | aye 
send down Thy holy and heavenly blessing on this incen 


tion unto all 
eal ‘ch gift upon it, and grant preservatio! 
at 6 iones + pe shall be censed with it, and deliver them 


rsaries and for the expulsion of every fantasy 


devil, whether by day or by night, and for the 


from every increase of adve 
ple, and our homes and 


arising from the action of the 
blessing of the souls and bodies O 
other places; and for the glory of Th 


to Whom are due all glory, dominion, 
and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
Holy Water, saying: 


And immediately he sprinkles the Incense with 
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ugh the sprinkling by the grace of the Mi 
| A Ls rim Holy Water, in the Name of the er 
men. (thrice) e pre + AO 
ii y PRAYER FOR THE BLESSING OF CHIU 
| Bir Ni 
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he à 
«he 


The following Prayer is found in the Book of Needs immediately after the | 
Office for the Blessing of Candles, without further explanation, although it is evident, No 
Som che text. that it is intended for Candles to be used in the Holy Altar 





And immediately he pronounces the Dismissal 


Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
O Almighty God, Who alone art good and alone art the True Light, 
t he should raise up 4 Table, and | 


Who didst tell Thy Prophet, Moses, tha 

setting it before the Altar, he should bring a candlestick and set in it a candle: 

Therefore, we pray Thee diligently that Thou shalt be pleased to bless and 

to sanctify these candles that have been prepared beforehand, according to 

Thy command, by Thy faithful servants, for the illumination and adornment 

of Thy Holy Table, mercifully accepting that which is being offered to the 
the Most-holy 


glory of Thy majesty, and pouring out the dew of the grace of 


Spirit upon them out of Thy love for mankind. And I, an unworthy Priest, 
ces to the glory of Thy 


| manifestly kindled with desire to offer up sacrifi 
| thrice-radiant Godhead, bless and sanctify them, that all entering into the 
| sanctuary of Thine unapproachable glory, may see the true light of Thy 
righteousness, and confess Thy great mercy; either offering them as hymns 
| of praise unto Thee, or kee i ` homes for a radiance of 
| blessing until the day of righteousness to come, to the 
| knowledge of Thy will, and, vested with the a ight, they may dwell 
d from all the snares of the devil, until, by Thy 
setting Light. For 


in them secure from slander an 
y of attaining to the never- 


| 
| help, they may be counted worth 
blessed art Thou unto the ages. Amen. 


| 
Then he sprinkles them with Holy Water. 
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THE ORDER FOR THE BLESSING AND SANCTIFICAT JN 
OF CHURCH BANNERS 


A A I I 


Although not specifically directed, presumably the banners to be blessed at | 
e upon a specially-prepared table before the Ambon, as for the Blessing of the other 
church items. 


——— A  UÄűÅÄU 


The Priest begins, as usual 
Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


. and the Trisagion. 


The Reader continues: Amen O Heavenly King 
+» Priest: For Thine is the Kingdom.... Reader: Amen. 


After Our Father.. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads this Prayer: 


O eternal, unoriginate, invisible, inscrutable, ineffable God, Creator 


of all things visible and invisible; Who, in the Old Covenant, didst command 
Thy servant Moses to construct and str 


the Tabernacle, by these being please 


onor of Saint(s), NN.), and bless, purify a 
t abundant grace unto Thy servants, that al 









honor and worship: to the Father, 


For unto Thee are due all glory, d ever, and unto the ages of 


and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now an 
ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


n 


ace of the 
sanctified by the gr p 
a Holy Water, in the Name O 
ly Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


This Banner is (7hese Banners : 
Most-holy Spirit, through the pair. . 
the Father, and of the Son, and of t 


pronounces the Dismissal. 


And immediately he 









PRAYER FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF ANY comet i 


The Priest begins, as usual: 


Blessed i 
is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Read 
After Our ether. ite For Thin > e ina 
2. ine is the Kingdom... Reader: Amen 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 


Choir: Lord, have mercy 


And the Priest re 
Priest reads this } 'rayer 


O Creato i 
lower po e. Fashioner of the human race, Giver of spiritual grace 
Thy Holy Spirit o salvation: Do Thou Thyself, O Lord, send down 
object(s) being blessed) a “ie oe high upon this (these) (name(s) of the 
(they) may be useful de wine wai the power of heavenly assistance, it 
them that shall desir unto bodily salvation and help and assistance for 
e to make use it (them), in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Choir: Amen 


And immediately 
iately he sprinkles the object(s) with Holy Water, saying: 


This (these : 
Mo ) (name of object(s)) 1S (are) sanctified by the grace of the 
the Fath 
ather, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 
i ; rice 


Andi 
nd immediately he pronounces the usual Dismissal 
al. 





oly Spiri 
y Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the Name of 


PRAYER AT THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST 
FOR SPIRITUAL CHILDREN 


A 


| Although the Book of Needs does not specify when this Prayer is said, from 
its content, it is said not long before Holy Communion at the Divine Liturgy of the 
Feast itself. Hence, it would not be inappropriate for it to be said immediately before 


the Communion of the Faithful. 


a O 


When Thou wast born of the Virgin 
eation was illumined and the 
n according to Thine image 
e; Who leddest Thy 


O Master, Lord God Almighty: 

Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, with trembling cr 
world rejoiced at Thy Nativity, Who madest ma 
and likeness, and gavest him Baptism for repentanc 
servants to these most-honorable days, by abstinence from the passions in 
the hope of the Resurrection: Having directed them to the truth of Thy 
divinity, do Thou open their hearts and minds, that they may know Thee, the 
ld. Do Thou now 


Son of God, Who tookest up the sins of the whole wor 
also, O Master and Lover of Mankind, accept Thy servants, NN., as once 


Thou didst accept Peter who was drowning in the sea, and who denied Thee 
thrice, and having wept bitterly, was again accepted by Thee. Do Thou 
accept now also, O Master, the tears and groans and repentance of Thy 
servants, as Thou didst accept the groaning of the Publican, and the Harlot 
who, weeping, also wetted Thy feet with tears, and wiped them with her 
hair; Who, because of mercy, didst accept the Thief to Thyself, who cried 
out unto Thee on the cross, “Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom,” and Thou saidst unto him, “Today thou shalt be with me 
in Paradise.” We have heard voices speaking also of the Magi worshiping 










| 
| 


| 









= make 
Nativity. Let all of us meetly give 


. ver of Mankind 
repentin E , accept these 
eae whether known or ren wh a NN., who are 
of the knee and : hy Customary love fi $ er voluntary or 
the fasting of or mankind, accept the bowi 
commandments and 80 Thy servants, AN.. that lig i wing 
Nativity, cleansed and witho having attained to ` ving fulfilled Thy 
‘ and wi to Th 
Most-pure Body and re reproach, they may ‘eile at ae 
recious Blood: for unto Thee apy <a 
glory, toget 


with the Father 
4 and AS 
ages. Amen. the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
i ges 0 








Heaven, 
cent assemblies of Angels poe Him, 
praise with hearts and lips. And now, 0 | 
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me THE ORDER FOR THE 
ON THE FEAST OF THE 


AS y cae 
art 
“7 


BLESSING OF CANDI 
MEETING OF THE LORD 


mm 





Je Although the Order of the Blessing of Candles properly begins before the | 
pos Divine Liturgy, in many places this is performed at the end, after the 
aad fore the Ambon, in which case the full beginning is not said, although the 

roparion and Kontakion of the Feast are often sung. 


RP 


e Sacred Liturgy, the Priest, 


After the Hours, before the beginning of th 
ding in the place where the 


| cit come out before the Holy Doors, and stan 
ndles were placed for the Blessing, begins: 
“on Glory to the Holy, Consubstantial, Life-creating and Undivided 
y, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen 


ory...O Most-holy Trin- 
ther...For Thine is the 
are sung. When all 


ty Mires O Heavenly King....Holy God...Gl 

Kingdon , have mercy (thrice). Glory...Our Fa 

has bee Makei Then the Troparion and Kontakion of the Feast 
n accomplished, the Priest says the first Prayer: 


D ; 
ACOR Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: 
hoir: Lord, have mercy. 


EPEY Holy Master, Father Almighty, O Pre-eternal God, Who, at Thy 
it Wisse hi madest all things out of nothingness, and Who, only by thinking | 
Seat ghtest this creation to the perfect Light, and Who hast fulfilled the | 
Thou ‘a the Righteous Simeon on this present day: Humbly we pray that | 
pre e pleased to bless and sanctify these candles, which have been | 
pared beforehand at the request of the people, for the health of soul and | 


A CCC 





| = 






||| body, they be on land or on the waters, at the invos 


re an E payera of the Blessed and Ever 





Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 
O Almigh 
Only-begotten So 
call upon Thy de 
which we, Thy s 


ty, Pre-eternal God, Who, on this day, didst lay Thine 
n in the arms of the Holy Simeon in Thy holy Temple, we 
= A Do Thou bless and sanctify these candles 
ms, receive and desire to carry for the majesty of Thy 
oe to light them with the light of Thy heavenly blessing, 
with Thy sweetest | ering them unto Thee, our Lord God, meetly enflamed 
Stand in the hol Ove, through a holy fire, may be counted worthy also t0 
e holy Temple of Thy glory. For Thou art our God, and unto Thee 


d 
ie we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son. and to the Holy Spirit 
Ow and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen | 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir: Lord, have mercy, 
O Lord Jesus Christ 


comes into the world: Do 


brightness of the Holy Spi 





IE emphed over the dark forces of this world, we may 


precious blood of Thy Son, with 
Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving 















= y e 


y 








attain to the everlasting Light. For Thou art our Savior, and unto The a wo] e 
we send up glory, together with Thy Father Who is without gp IM 

Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, an 
ages of ages. Amen. 















Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


st command Thy servant 


O Almighty, Pre-eternal God, Who ES to be a light before Thy 


Moses to make ready a preparation of purest ol : on these 
presence: Do Thou mercifully pour out the grace of E pure gift the 
candles, that as brightness is born to the people outwardly, 


. Y ae i thoughts, through 
brightness of the Holy Spirit may shine inwardly in ne and worship. 


: lory, s 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom Is due all g i Holy Spirit, 
together with Thy Father Who is without beginning, and Thy Hoy 
unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: Bow your heads unto the Lord. 

Choir: To Thee, O Lord. fi 

: veal Thyseli in 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who on this present re bees e e manifest by 

the midst of the people in the substance oroa at Elder, Simeon, being 

Thy parents in the Temple, Whom the reveren ; essed: Do 


è ee i k up, and 
illumined by the light of Thy Spirit, recopnine seba by the grace of 
Thou grant, O Merciful One, that illumined a th, and cherish 


in tru 
the same Holy Spirit, we may come to know Taoa 


í <N O — 


l 7 À 
$ > AA 


_in faith: to Whom is due all glory, honor ie pe. PA 

Who is wit f and worship, togeth ae irs 

Father i 1 i and * * ez de a l > 
i | PRAYERS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE | 





Then h h E T HOLY FORTY-DAY FAST, D is 
e censes the candles three times. and spri ag W ds 
Wi ing: . and sprinkles them with 
—" le. WHICH THE PRIEST READS TO HIS OWN PARISHIONERS 
These ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF THE q fines fal ah 
candles essed and sancti ape ANY OTHER DAY OF THE FIRS 
peha and ified by the sprinkling of this Holy de pel MATINS, OR AFTER THE HOURS. 


Water, in th 
Amen — of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Iie 
these Prayers with all com 


Putting on his Epitrachelion, he reads 


Ba A «ci ea Then Priest gives out the candles and the Choir Let us pray to the Lord. Lord havum 
the followi aa ) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant... to the end. And 

owing Stikheron, TONE 7: O God, Hope of all the ends of the earth, and penne pr “ý ate 

. at sea ii tell these holy days of fasting in the 22%, 

pasee e O Sion, and take up Christ the King. Greet oleo, eie Do TA count all ofus ba es gus 

as the cherubic e oor, with a kiss, for she has been shown forth course of the Fast in purity, to preserve the Faith abe a “nt 

ond ok Fake one. She carries the King of glory; the Virgin 154 commandments all the days of our lives. Bid an Angel of ser aa 

a iin > att in in the flesh the Son Who is before the our comings-in and goings-out for every good work, being pra apo 

opicián de o Simeon, holding in his arms, proclaimed to the and together pleasing Thee unto a perfect communio” de a the fasting 

IPREN ne 1s the Master of life and death, and the Savior Mysteries. And accept, O Master, the bending of the knee > al blessing, in 

| of Thy servants, granting unto them, and unto all of re paneer with Thy 

And when the Stikh Christ Jesus, our Lord, with Whom Thou art blessed, ice 

ixneron has been sung, the Holy Liturgy begins. Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and un 


ages. Amen. 


A second Prayer, unto them: 

od of our Fathers, of 
ven, the earth, the sea 
o men for salvation, 


Blessed art Thou, O Lord Almighty, poe 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, Who madest the 


and all that is in them; Who hast appointed ana the tears of Thy 
and overlookest their transgressions; Who didst ins: 


iveness Of sins, 
servant, the prophet David, and gavest him that repented, forgi 


“sh iron fetters, who, with 
Who didst accept the prayer of Manasseh, —_ nee pes sins: Who di 
repentance, confessed unto Thee, and Thou torg 



















who are in afflictions because of their sin 
Creator, Who art able to Cleanse them of 
grace, that being roused and strengthened 
own evil deeds, they may truly confess all 
their own spiritual father, who has been est 
through us may they call them to remembran 
a heart broken and humble, and to repent of 
complete forgiveness for them. And count 
them, according to Thy loving kindness, thro 
judge, according to Thy sure promise. For T 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Y 
our God, accept Thy servants who are 

known and unknown, whether voluntary or 
to Thy command, have set them before T 


accepting them, by Thy power and grace strengthen them, that they not tum 
back to sins and to evil and unacceptable deeds, into which they have fallen 
many times. Rather, raise them up and help them against the snares of the 
devil, and from all hostile snares, that without hindrance, they may serve 
Thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their lives. For Thou art 
our God, and Thou camest into the world, not to call the righteous, bu! 
sinners to repentance. And Thou hast commanded that the transgressions 1 
them that have fallen into sins be forgiven even seventy times seven. An 
when the woman caught in adultery was led unto Thee by the Pharisees, t0 
tempt Thee, Thou didst not judge her, but mercifully didst say, “Go, a 
from this time forth sin no more”; for according to Thy love for mankinó, 
Thou didst not judge her, but had mercy. And likewise also as to the other 
harlot who wept, and with tears washed Thy feet and wiped them with her 
own hair, Thou wast merciful for the sake of Thine own mercy, SO grant 
unto these, Thy servants unhindered and warm tears of true repentance 
Make firm their minds and hearts, that they may know Thee the only true 
Son of God, Who tookest up the sins of the world. Accept them, as Thou 


their sins. Grant unto them Thy 
by this, and remembering their 
of them, in the fear of Thee, to 
ablished by Thee as judge. And 
ce, as ones that are guilty, with 
them, that they may desire also 
them worthy of absolution for 
ugh their spiritual father as Thy 
hou hast said, “Whatsoever you 
ea, O Master, Lord Jesus Christ, 
repenting for their sins, whether 
involuntary, and who, according 
hee in confession, and, mercifully 





d i d take them, as [hou didst 
e in. Stretch forth Thy right hand and taf inst the devi 
| ras tat was drowning in the sea, and strengthen them against 


in repentance. And grant them heartfelt contrition || | || who struggles against them. Cleanse their souls and bo 
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A A 


eN en Peter who denied Thee, and with 


dies from every kind 


healt 
For Thou Thyself hast said, O Good Lord, that they that are he = 
cs ss hysician, but only the sick. And Thou wet t, therefore, O 
tS eure d already but them that are perishing. Gran ce 
Hrd Tesis Chris our God, that these Thy it to full Thy command- 
blemish, the beginning of this Holy Fast, a: pp with good deeds all 
ments, and to be diligent in prayers and to p e ith a pure conscience they 
the days of their lives, that uncondemned an We Thy divine Body anid 
be counted worthy to become partakers rld for the remission 
ifegivir Blood which is poured out for the whole wo he denor AOR 
lifegiving de hey may defeat and put to shame the adeir at 
segs = ES God art the God of them that ae ba For Thou, O 
arate a cee but that he turn from his ig lt si ds, neither art 
Master, desirest not to utterly destroy the He But Thou desirest that all 
Thou well-pleased at the destruction of ee Therefore, now also, O 
be saved, and come to the knowledge of go servants, but grant unto 
Master, turn not away Thy face from these d she from all their evil 
as true tuming 2 eee Thes a to the pecora a 
aie de Et ee ee Thy saving Passion aP 
ood deeds, an : 


: | joy together 
i receive eterna O 
s nd of our life to Savior. Fo 
holy Resurrection, and at the en to Thee, our God and our fa 
with all that have been well-pleasing un cs 


; ions, an 
Thou art a God of mercies and compat Thy 
Thee do we send up glory, pia Lifegivin 
beginning, and Thy Most-holy, Good, 

and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


th his ri d, saying: 
After this, he blesses them with his right han 


i e and 
hrough His grac 
The blessing of the Lord be upon N ea and unto the ages 
i kind, always, nO 
compassion and love for man 
of ages. Amen. 
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$1. 
PRAYER OVER THE KOLIVA 





(IN MEMORY OF ST. THEODORE THE RECRUIT 
ON FRIDAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF GREAT LENT) 


At the conclusion of the Canon to St Theodore, the Trisagion Prayers are 
said. After Our Father... the Troparion (to St. Theodore). Glory...Kontakion; 
Now and ever... Theotokion. Then the Priest blesses the Koliva 


Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 


Choir: Lord, have mercy 
The Priest, standing over the Koliva, says this Prayer 


O Lord, Who hast perfected all things through Thy Word, and hast 
commanded the earth to bring forth all manner of fruit for our enjoyment and 
food; Who through that which is sown hast made the Three Children and 
Daniel fairer than the Babylonians who lived in luxury: Do Thou Thyself, O 
All-gracious King, bless also this grain and various fruits, and sanctify them 
that will partake of them, for they have been offered by Thy servants to Thy 
glory, and in honor of the Holy and Greatmartyr Theodore the Recruit, and 
as a memorial to them that have departed this life in devout faith. Grant, O 
Good One, unto them that have decorated these and keep this memorial, all 
their petitions that are unto salvation, and the enjoyment of Thine etem 
good things: Through the prayers of our Most-pure Sovereign Lady, the 
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, of the Holy and Greatmartyr Theodore, 
whose memory we celebrate, and of all Thy Saints. For it is Thou Who 
blessest and sanctifiest all things, O our God, and unto Thee do we send up 
glory: to the eternal Father, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy 


Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of 
ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
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Then Psalm 33, 1 will bless the Lord at all times... 


more. (thrice) A 
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$2. 


PRAYER FOR THE BLESSING OF PALMS 
ON PALM SUNDAY 


A 


“Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ 
we read Psalm 50 Then the Priest, taking the censer. 
branches) in crosswise form After this, he says the 


” is not sung, but i 
censes the palms (and/or willow 
following Prayer 


II iS 


Let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mercy. 


O Lord our God, Who sittest 
the power of Thy Son, our Lord Jes 


through His Cross, Burial and Re 
Jerusalem for 


shadow of d 
palm branc 
Master, ke 
prefestal d 


upon the Cherubim; Who didst reaffirm 
us Christ, that He might save the world 
surrection: (And when He had come to 


Resurrection, boughs of trees and 
urrection.) Do Thou Thyself, 0 
llowing their example on this 
ay, bear in our hands palms and branches. As Thou didst those 


W and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


__ Then he sprinkles the palms (and/or willow branches) with Holy Water, 
Saying: 


These palms (and/or branches) are sanctified by the grace of the 
ny rinkling of this Holy Water, in the name 0 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) 


And the After-Gospel Stikhera are sung. And the rest of Matins, as usual. 


A 





THE OFFICE OF THE DIVINE AND SACRED a ii 


See | 


wv 
y g 
a 
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Tre ; 


obviously is intended to 

As printed in the Great Book of qn Oet ake Monastery Superior 

be performed in a major Monastery with the th seve Superior is a Priest, as would 
and twelve of the Brethren. (It is presupposed tha t is more often 


° i however, l 
be the case in major Monasteries in our times.) Now, Office inten ded to be 


ion of the 
ormed by ishop and twelve Priests. The versio rinted Office uses 
e os +e i 111 follow this Office. (Although iho po “He that stands 
performed by the Bishop wi ly indicating, Priest”, 


various terms for the main celebrant, various for consistency the term 


. ” > t ' 
first” (lit, Predstoyatl), or “Superior” (lit, Nastoyatl) 
“Superior” is used throughout.) 


DAA ARA 


xits, 

3 lly vested, € 

he [Super jor], fu ide of the 
Before the Ambon, 1 to the outside € 

abel Afi A m ON e lampadas and ees ane of the Washing x 

Great Gates (he estern doors) of he church. (7 poete responsible 

time by the Ecclesiarc des to be washed, 
more ahead te ern y hm is pr 


d. 
whom must be the Gatekeeper and the Stewar 


and 
Normally, the Steward ranks after the A pace teward, he that rie 
will represent the Apostle Peter in this Office. (If ve place.) The Superior an 
immediately after the Superior takes the Stewar 


Brethren sit on specially prepared stools. 


| And at the 
th the [Superior], sing Psalm 50 


And all of us, together wi a the Canon of Gre 
O 


conclusion of this, we sing the JO 
(TONE 6): 





q IA 





Ode 5 






Irmos: United by the bond of love, and having offered themscival into 


Christ Who ruleth all things, the Apostles were cleansed; and with || 
feet made beautiful, they preached to all the Gospel of peace. 


The Wisdom of God Who holds back the unrestrained fury of the 
waters that are high above the air, Who bridles the deep and restrains 


the Seas, pours water into a washbasin; and the Master washes the 
feet of the servants. 


The Master shows to the disciples an image of humility; He that 
wraps the heaven in clouds girds Himself with a towel; and He in 


Whose hand is the breath of all that exist, bends the knees to wash 
the feet of the servants. 


, Then the Stikhera of the Washing are sung, TONE 1 (“Of the 
Tone” —"Samoglasen”): 


O Christ God, Who didst gird Thyself with a towel, and didst wash 
the feet of the disciples: Wash Thou the thoughts of our soul, and 


gird us in a spiritual union, that we may do the commandments of 
Thy goodness. 


(TONE 2) Desiring to accept a great and wondrous deed, O Faithful, 


make haste, reverently, to the precious washing, not for the washing 
of bodily filth, but for the mystical sanctification of souls. For Chnst 
our Savior, Who looketh upon the earth and maketh it to tremble, 
inclineth Himself, and with His feet toucheth the clay, giving UT 
response to every adverse power. Let us sing to Him with thanksgl” 
ing; for unto us that are worthy of being uplifted, He hath shown ne 
way of humility. Save us, O Good One, as the Lover of Mankind: 


(TONE 3) Peter gr eatly desired to have his feet washed by the most- 
pure hands that created Adam. He heard: “If I do not wash thee, 
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he cried unto Thee: “O Lord, not only sha OO so 

also my hands and my head.” O, the great gi ts of the Master! He 
maketh His disciples participants of His grace, and He romiseth |j 
them a share of His ineffable glory. As Thou didst say at the time of jf 
the Mystical Cup that Thou wouldest drink the New Cup with them 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, so count us worthy of the same, as Thou 
art merciful and the Lover of Mankind. 










à 









(TONE 8) Today, He that is unapproachable in His essence, taketh ri 
the task of a servant; He that adorneth the heavens with res 
girdeth Himself with a towel and poureth water into a washbasin, he 
that didst part the Red Sea, inclineth the knee and beginneth > ee ps 
the feet of the disciples and to wipe them with the towel wit de m 
He was girded. When He was washing the feet of His Br a > 

said unto them, “You are clean; but not all,” signifying His betrayer. 


(SAME TONE) It would have been better for thee, quo = 
hadst not been conceived in the womb of thy mother. oe neat 
been better for thee if thou hadst not been born, O pr dio 
tranged from the Son of God. Because of thee, at ars A ok 
disciples of Christ was torn asunder, and » a eee gee vs 
embraced by the crucified Thief, by thee the pa 
asunder, and the Temple not made by hands eee cba 

transgressors. For if thou didst value the myrrh = : oe peices bai 

as being of a great price, how didst thou not ie A hace Hees 

the hands of transgressors the blood of the Holy ie debes 

been better for thee if thou hadst not been born, 

tranged from the Son of God. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


ed by the dream of the devil, and he 


seiz Sa f 
(SAME TONE) Judas was ci vigilant. It is the 


fell asleep even unto death. It ist 











Choir: 
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time for us to be | the 
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Christ is at the doors; the Paschal Sacrifi co is come. CN 
O Lord, glory to Thee. a 









Then the Great Litany is said by the Priest or by the Deacon: 
While the Litany is being said, the Superior and the twelve Brethren sit. 


In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 


For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, 
let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


A of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the 
ra. 


For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, 
reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 


de onr Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop) 
: .); for the honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in Christ, 
or all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 


a the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 
or the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


For this holy habitation, for every city and country, and for 
the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the Lord. 





twelve Brethren remain seated. 
Superior and the twelve Brethren are 
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suffering; for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. A 
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For this washing, that it will be blessed and sanctified by the |] 
power and action and descent of the Holy Spirit, let us pray 
to the Lord. 





For this washing, that it will be for the washing of the filth of 
our iniquities, let us pray to the Lord. 


For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 


Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 


life unto Christ our God. 


To Thee, O Lord. 


that follow, the 
ds for the Exclamation and the Prayers > 
The Superior stan (Also, when the Deacon begins to read the Gospel, the 


seated.) 





For Thou art the cleansing of our souls, and unto TE . > 
up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 


and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And after this, the [Superior] prays this Prayer in a loud voice: 


O Most-good God, Who art unapproachable in Thy divinity, Who, 
in the form of a servant, didst become the image of service, and in the 
likeness of saving humility, didst wash the feet of Thy disciples with Thy 
pure hands, wiping them with a towel: Do Thou look down even now on us, 
Thine unworthy servants, who, in this manner imitate Thy most-glorious 
condescension, and count us worthy to be washed clean of the filth of our 
flesh and of the impurities of our souls by the touching of this water. Grant 
unto us the invisible descent of the Most-holy Spirit; strengthen us from the 
crafty serpent watching for our heel, that being cleansed, we will acceptably 
serve Thee, Who didst step over the head of the serpent and the scorpion, 
and every power of the enemy. For unto Thee is due all glory, honor and 


worship, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 
Choir: And to your spirit. 
Deacon: 


Bow your heads unto the Lord. 


And the [Superior] prays, secretly: 


O Lord our God, Who hast shown unto us the means of humility i" 
Thy most sublime condescension, and Who, by Thy will, didst call the last 
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judgment. 


Exclamation: 


For Thou art a merciful God and the Lover of Mankind, and unto 


Thee do we send up glory, together with Thy Father Who is a 
beginning, and Thine All-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now an ; 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And after the Exclamation, the Deacon says: 


And that we may be accounted worthy of hearing the Holy 


Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


] ls. And the 

1 q 

And he that are about to be washed S ; on pl epal ed stam | ; 
Deacon a Pe read the First Gospel of the Washing. And the [Superior] rising 


up from the Brethren, says: 


y l. 
IS O - 


Peace be unto all. 


Choir: And to your spirit. 
l int John. 
D The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Jo 
eacon: 
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 


And the Deacon reads the Gospel: 
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The Gospel according to John (Pericope 44—John 13: -1 


At that time: Before the Feast of the Passover, when Joi cnev ith 


His hour had come that He should depart out of this world unto the tha 
having loved His own that were in the world, He loved then unto the end, | 
And supper being ended, and the devil having now put into the heart of 


Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father 


had given all things into His hands and that He had come from God and was 
going to God, rose from supper and laid aside his garments, 


And when the Deacon says, rose from supper and laid aside his 
garments, the Superior stands up and takes off his Phelonion. 


Deacon: 
and took a towel, and girded himself. 


And when the Deacon says, and took a towel and girded himself, the 
Superior girds himself with a towel. 


Deacon: 
After that He poured water into a basin, 


in, the 
And when the Deacon says, After that He poured water into 4 basin, 
Superior, with his own hands, pours warm water into the basin. 


Deacon: 


b 
= began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel by 
which He was girded. 


-aa feet and 

_ And when the Deacon says, and began to wash the disciples a 10 

to wipe them with the towel by which He was girded, the Superior we p (ot 
wash the feet of the Brethren, beginning with the youngest up to the agg 
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ih 
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Ms de | 
And when he comes to the Steward, the Deacon says: " AE 

Then He came to Simon Peter, and Peter said unto Him, “Lord, dost | 
wash my feet?” 





And the Superior says: 


i im, owest not 
Jesus answered and said unto him, : What I do thou kn 
now, but thou shalt know hereafter. 


And the Steward says: 
“Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 


And the Superior says- 


“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me. 


And the Steward says: 


head.” 
“Lord. not my feet only, but also my hands and my 


And the Superior says: 


d needs not but to wash his feet, for he is every- 


“He that is washe fee tata all” 


where clean. And you are 


Deacon: 


i ou are 


not all clean.”) 


O Lord, glory to Thee. 


Choir: Glory to Thee, 
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And after the washing of all of the twelve Brethren, the S perior te 
the towel, girds himself with his tunic’, and puts on his Phelonion. 





A — 


“The word translated here, ponyavitsa, is a narrow linen shirt. Presumably |} 
this is the white garment the Priest wears when fully vested. Its removal was not 
mentioned earlier in this Office when the Superior removed his Phelonion. (The 
Priestly belt (Zone) which is worn over it, although not mentioned here (or earlier) 


would have to be removed and put back on, as well.) 


E EOOÓ0___— A ë 


And the Deacon exclaims: 


And that we may be accounted worthy of hearing the Holy 
Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


And having gone to his place, the Superior himself reads the Second 


Gospel of the Washing, in the hearing of all. 


Deacon: Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Superior: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Deacon: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 
Choir: 


Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 


The Superior reads the Gospel: 





taken His garments and had sat down SGA ster and Lord, and you say || 
know what I have done to you? You call 6 e a aed ya 
well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord an n mido RA ed 

you AR ought to wash one another’s feet. For 
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that you should do as I have done to you. pi: ye ge ae 
servant is not greater than his lord, neither he that 1s 


i i do them.” 
sent him. If you know these things, happy are you if you 








Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 


i j all: 
And after the Gospel, he reads this Prayer, in the hearing of 


O Lord our God, Who, accor panes > 
Thyself and didst take on the form O pei: 
saving, lifegiving and voluntary ‘den o aa 
Holy Disciples and Apostles, and then, : 


isci ivi m an exam 
didst wash the feet of Thy Disciples, giving the 


to you, so do 
ing: “As I have done f 
and love toward each other, and te O Master, be in the mor O 


likewise to one another”: Do Tho to follow Thine example, washing 
Thine unworthy servants who have come Is. that having washed the dust 
away all filth and uncleanness from our pete each other with the towel 
of Fete essions clinging to us, and al te days of our life, ane mn 
of love, we may be able to a bers and sanctifiest all things, O 

> et a 


ith Thy Father Who 
before Thee. For Thou art ory, together with TI he 
our God, and aaa peer yr pe dy and Lifegiving Spint, now 
: ine All-holy, 


is without beginning, and pratt 
and ever, and unto the ages 


Choir: Amen. 
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And when the Prayers are finished. all pies.. l 

the ) 1 > 

aig from the basin. Then, we enter the church, singing the Rai. 
ifth Ode of the Canon of Great Friday (TONE 6): >» 





Ode 5 


Their feet having been washed, and having been purified beforehand 


sap partaking of the Divine Mysteries, O Christ, Thy ministers 
vent up with Thee now from Sion to the great Mount of Olives, 
singing Thy praises, O Lover of Mankind. 


coin Sa be not troubled, my friends,” Thou didst say. “For now 
antic « a when I shall be taken and slain at the hands of 
ori: and you all shall be scattered, having forsaken Me. But 

gather you together to proclaim Me, the Lover of Mankind” 


en, giving out pieces of bread (Antidoron), the Dismissal is made. 












Å“ 
Pa 
AE 
o 

y . r ‘s'G | 
7 a? E 
7 > E NEL O o Sa 

` l ' a ADA JE A "AA {7 A ADC i 

I HE ( )EF I¢ E OF 1 HE D y IN v P N. J DALI LD WAS 
moe — 1 5 $ 

pE SN = à 


(WHEN PERFORMED BY A BISHOP AND TWELVE PRIESTS) 


The Rubrics contained herein are taken from special books and the Great 
Book of Needs, as outlined in K. Nikolsky, Posobiye k'izucheniu Ustava Bogo- 


sluzheniya Pravoslavnoi Tserkvi, St. Petersburg, 1900, pp. 607-10 and S. Bulgakov, 


Nastol'naya Kniga dlya Svyashcheno-Tserkovno-Sluzhitelei, Kharkov, 1900, pp. 


539-40. 
ET 


Ambon, the Bishop, fully vested, exits through 
deacons, and without Staff, to the place where 


he is usually vested (i.e., the center of the church). Before him go: one Deacon with 
the Gospel, and two more carrying a basin and a pitcher. The Deacon sets the 
Gospel on an Analogion. The Priests, at this time, chant the verses of Psalm 30 
slowly. Arriving at the Vesting-place, the Bishop sits on a stool prepared for him, 
but not on the Cathedra. Then, having received a blessing from the Bishop, the 


Protodeacon leads two by two (but not all together) the (twelve) Archimandrites 
(and/or Priests) from the Altar, signifying the gathering together of the Disciples 
of the Lord for supper. While this 15 being done, the Choir sings the following, from 


the Canon of Great Thursday (TONE 6): 
Ode 5 


After the Prayer Before the 
the Holy Doors, unsupported by Sub 


d of love, and having offered themselves unto 
all things, the Apostles were cleansed; and with 
hey preached to all the Gospel of peace. 


Irmos: United by the bon 
Christ Who ruleth 
feet made beautiful, t 


d Who holds back the unrestrained fury of the 


bove the air, Who bridles the deep and restrains 
hbasin; and the Master washes the 


The Wisdom of Go 
waters that are high a 
the Seas, pours wal 
feet of the servants. 


er into a was 













Tone "— "Samoglasen ") 


The Master shows to the disci : + 
ag hand is the breath of all that exist, bends the ka = 
eet of the servants knees to wash 


Then the Stikhera 


O Chri ) ) 
aoe = ra Who didst gird Thyself with a towel, and didst wash 
e disciples: Wash Thou the thoughts of our soul, and 


gird us in a spiritual uni 
Thy stat ual union, that we may do the commandments of 


O = 
ia a accept a great and wondrous deed, O Faithful, 
of bodily filth, but fo pa the precious washing, not for the washing 
our Savior. Who y 3 e mystical sanctification of souls. For Christ, 
inclineth Himself s? ~ upon the earth and maketh it to tremble, 
response to eve adv with His feet toucheth the clay, giving firm 
ing; for unto ela verse power. Let us sing to Him with thanksgiv- 
ee Of hiag uplifted, He bee shown the 
y. save us, O Good One, as the Lover of Mankind. 


ONE 
cha Steet ga desired to have his feet washed by the most- 
thou shalt not h created Adam. He heard: “If I do not wash thee, 
he cried unto soi k portion with Me.” Seized with great trembling, 
also my hands and O Lord, pa only shalt Thou wash my feet, but 
maketh His mes E aad. O, the great gifts of the Master! He 
them a share ee es participants of His grace, and He promise 
the Mystical Cu ran glory. As Thou didst say at the time 0 
in the kigba. -= Thou wouldest drink the New Cup with them 
art merciful ot Heaven, so count us worthy of the same, as Thou 
ciful and the Lover of Mankind. 


(TONE 8 
the le a day, He that is unapproachable in His essence, taketh 0” 
a servant; He that adorneth the heavens with clouds, 















of ihe Washing are sung, TONE 1 (“Of the | 









that didst part the Red Sea, incli 1eth the knee and be 
the feet of the disciples and to wipe them with the towel with w 

He was girded. When He was washing the feet of His disciples, He 
said unto them, “You are clean; but not all,” signifying His betray 








(SAME TONE) It would have been better for thee, Judas, if thou 
hadst not been conceived in the womb of thy mother. It would have | 
been better for thee if thou hadst not been born, O Betrayer es- 
tranged from the Son of God. Because of thee, the assembly of the 
disciples of Christ was torn asunder, and the True Vine was 
embraced by the crucified Thief. by thee the barrier was torn 
asunder, and the Temple not made by hands is torn down by the 
transgressors. For if thou didst value the myrrh of the sinful woman 

as being of a great price, how didst thou not shudder to betray into 
the hands of transgressors the blood of the Holy One? It would have 
been better for thee if thou hadst not been born, O Betrayer es- 


tranged from the Son of God. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


(SAME TONE) Judas was seized by the dream of the devil, and = 
fell asleep even unto death. It is the time for us to be vigilant. It ane 
time for us to be soberminded. Let the heart groan; let the eyelids 
weep; let the Psalm be sung. For great 1S the might of the Cross. 


Christ is at the doors; the Paschal Sacri 


O Lord, glory to Thee. 
coming to the Bishop, bow and sit. 


Priests), 
de filled, the Deacon says the Litany: 


The Archimandrite 
Disciples has been 


When the rank of the Twelve 
(During the Litany the Bishop and the Priests sit, in imitation of the 
uring 


Disciples of the Lord, wh 


o reclined at supper.) ` 









Choir: 


In peace let us pray to the Lord. 


Lord, have mercy (after each petition). 


a | 
or the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, å 


let us pray to the Lord. 


For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 


churches of ; 
ad God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the 


F 
= E holy house and for those who enter with faith, 
ence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 


F : 

i T ee ee (N.); for our Bishop [or Archbishop] 

for all $ e honorable Priesthood, the Diaconate in Christ, 
e clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 


For t . 
for ve e President of our country, for all civil authorities, and 
€ armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 


Se = city, [if a monastery: For this holy habitation, ] for 
every city and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them 
et us pray to the Lord. 


F 
ee weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 
, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. 


F 
or travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the 


suffe ino: í : 
cia for captives and their salvation, let us pray to the 


F : ; 
or this washing, that it will be blessed and sanctified by the 


power and action and e ra 
to the Lord. nd descent of the Holy Spirit, let us P18% 
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For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger 
necessity, let us pray to the Lord. a 


» a 
ULE 
6 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by | RO 


Thy grace. 


Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 


life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


The Bishop stands for the Exclamation and the following Prayers, but the 


Twelve remain seated. 
Exclamation: 


For Thou art the cleansing of our souls, and unto Thee do we send 
up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 


and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And after this, the Bishop prays this Prayer in a loud voice: 


hable in Thy divinity, Who, 
becamest the image of service, and in the likeness 
h the feet of Thy disciples with Thy pure hands, 
Thou look down even now on us, 


anner imitate Thy most-glorious conde- 
ean of the filth of our flesh 


od, Who art unapproac 


O Most-good G 
in the form of a servant, 
of saving humility, didst was 
wiping them with a t 
unworthy servants, W 
scension, and € 


owel: Do 
ho, in this m 


ount us worthy to be washed cl 


+ 




















ey 
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"and of the impurities of our souls by the touching of this water. € 
us the invisible descent of the Most-holy Spirit; strengthen us from the 
serpent watching for our heel, that being cleansed, we will acceptably s 





Thee, Who didst step over the head of the serpent and the scorpion, and | | 


every power of the enemy. For unto Thee is due all glory, honor and || | 
worship, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages 


Choir: Amen. 

Bishop: Peace be unto all 
Choir: And to your spirit 
Deacon: 


Bow your heads unto the Lord 


And the Bishop prays, secretly 


O Lord our God, Who hast shown unto us the means of humility in 
Thy most sublime condescension. and Who, by Thy will, didst call the last 
to be first: Do Thou grant us the grace to serve one another; raise us up by 
divine humility; preserve us undefiled, washed always with tears 
cleansed by the illumination of Thy purifying grace, that always falling down 


before Thee in truth, we may obtain mercy and compassion at Thy dread 
judgment. 


Exclamation: 


For Thou art a merciful God and the Lover of Mankind, and unto 
Thee do we send up glory, together with Thy Father Who is without 
beginning, and Thine All-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, | 
and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And after the Exclamation, the Bishop sits, while the Protodeacon says- 
. 









af Goud 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


Deacon: 
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Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gosp | 


E | ey, 





And the Bishop, rising up from the Priests, says: 
Peace be unto all. 


Choir: And to your spirit. 


Protodeacon: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 


The Protodeacon reads the Gospel: 


The Gospel according to John (Pericope 44—John 13:1-11): 


hat 
At that time: Before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew tha 


i Id unto the Father, 

i me that He should depart out of this wor rae 

a own that were in the world, He A E i parr 

And supper being ended, and the devil having gine mirr 

Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, aoe mowe re 
had given all things into His hands and that He had c 


going to God, rose from supPe! and laid aside his garments, 


r. the Bishop stands up. 
says, rose from supper, 
And when the Protodeacon 


Protodeacon: 


and laid aside his garments, 
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And when the Protodeacon says, and laid aside his g 
himself takes off his Mitre, and 
Panagia, Cross, 


this time, no one helps him. But he does not take off 


garments. And taking the Mitre from the Deacon, he 
Archimandrites (and/or Priests), during the time of the 
Mitres or Kamilavkas on. Then the Bishop puts on hi 


Srachitza). All this time the Protodeacon repeats the 
garments. 


ents, the 


gives it to a Deacon. Then, he himself takes 0) hi 


mself a linen towel (ora 
words, and laid aside his 


Protodeacon: 
and took a towel, and girded himself. 


And when the Protodeacon says, and took a towel and girded himself 
the Bishop girds himself with a towel. 


Protodeacon: 
After that He poured water into a basin, 


: And when the Protodeacon says, After that He poured water into 4 
basin, the Bishop, with his own hands, pours warm water into the basin three times 
in crosswise form, saying secretly, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, while a Deacon repeats After that... three times. 


Protodeacon: 


and began to wash the disci 


ples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel by 
which He was girded. 


And when the Protodeacon says, and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel by which He was girded, the Bishop beg'™ 
to wash the feet of the Twelve, beginning from his place on the left side up 10 ine 
one sitting closest to the Holy Doors, and then down the right side until he comes 
to the one representing Simon Peter. Washing each person's feet three times, me 


Lan 







Omophorion, Saccos, and Palitza, and sets them on the stool. At || 
the rest of his Priestly F 
puts it on himself. The 

Washing, sit with their 
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Deacons carry the basin before the Bishop.) Ar ry Buro ER 
kneeling on one knee. He pours the water over s be te ae 
wipes each with the towel. They that are being washed, kiss the Bishop 52242 a ‘i 


hand. And the Bishop kisses the hand of each. 
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iif 
A 
4 


And when the Protodeacon says: 


Then He came to Simon Peter, and Peter said unto Him, 


The First Archimandrite (or Priest) stands up and says: 
“Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?” 
| 


And the Bishop says: 


hereafter.” 
“What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know he 


And the Archimandrite (or Priest) says: 
“Thou shalt never wash my feet. 


And the Bishop says- 


ith Me.” 
“Tf | wash thee not, thou hast no part with 


And the Archimandrite (or Priest) says: 


y y y d. 
or 5 n 


„g his hands and head, the Archimandrite (or Priest) sits. An 
And, indicating 
the Bishop says: 


shed needs not but to wash his feet, for he is every- 
a 


are clean, but not all 


“He that is W 
where clean. And you 
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And he washes the the 
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Protodeacon: 
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you, the servant is not greater than his lord, neither he that is sent greate 
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(For He knew who | | 
would betray Him, therefore He sai ter || 
not all clean ”) He said, “You are coe he that sent him. If you know these things, happy are you if you do l 0 
them.” | io 
Choir: GI | | 
ory to Thee, O L ‘to Th 
eta 2 pum Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. : 
e Deacon exclaims 
And after the Gospel, the Bishop rises and reads this Prayer, in the hearing 
et us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Bishop: Palio be unto of O Lord our God, Who, according to Thy great mercy, didst exhaust 
Thyself and didst take on the form of a servant, Who, in the time of Thy 


untary Passion, didst condescend to sup with Thy 


saving, lifegiving and vol 
girded Thyself with a towel, 


Choir: ro 
ADA to your _— Holy Disciples and Apostles; and then, having w 
Deacon: The Readi didst wash the feet of Thy Disciples, giving them an example of wise humility 
eading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. and love toward each other, and saying: “As I have done to you, SO do 
Choir: Gl likewise to one another”: Do Thou Thyself, O Master, be in the midst of 
ory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee Thine unworthy servants who have come to follow Thine example, washing 
Is, that having washed the dust 


away all filth and uncleanness from our sou 
d each other with the towel 












į . 
that were removed for the Wadden the Gospel, the Bishop puts on the vesimens 







of love, we may b 


before Thee. For Thou art H 
our God, and unto Thee do we send up glory, toge 
is without beginning, and Thine All-holy, Good, an 


and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


The Deacon reads the Gospel: 
d Lifegiving Spirit, now 


The G 
ospel according to John (Pericope 45—John 13:12-17): 
At that ti 
ime, when Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet: and had Choir: Amen. 


taken His garmen 
ts and . ; 
had sat down again, He said unto them, pricier 


Then the Bishop enters the Altar, and the Liturgy 1s en 


After vesti 
all of the lien ts sh = Deacon says, sat down again, the Bishop sits, bul | 
, and the Bishop, sitting, finishes the reading of the Gospel: | 


im 











ADDRESS OF OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS 


JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE, | 


ON HOLY AND GREAT THURSDA Y 


O my beloved and greatly-desired brethren who have gathered in the 
Holy Church of God, in order to serve the Living God in holiness and 
righteousness, and, with fear, to partake of the holy, most-pure, and 
immortal, awesome Mysteries of Christ: Hearken unto me who am lowly and 
unworthy. For it is not 1 who am speaking to you and instructing you; rather 
the grace of the Most-holy and Lifegiving Spirit; for 1 speak not from myself, 
but as I have been instructed by the divine canons, and the Godbearing 
Fathers; as the Church received instruction from the divine Apostles who 
received their wisdom from God, so do I myself speak, who am lowly and 
least of all. I know not your works: I consider not that which you have 
begun; and so, as one who fears God, I give counsel to everyone among you, 
whether man or woman, whether small or great, to anyone of you that may 
be guilty of sin, convicted by your own counsels, that first you must repent 
and confess your sins, that you may dare, considering yourself unworthy, t0 
approach and touch the Divine Fire Itself. For our God is a devouring F ire, 
and they, therefore, who with faith and fear draw near to the God and King 
and Judge ofus all, shall burn and scorch their sins; and It shall enlighten an 
sanctify their souls. But It shall burn and scorch with shame, the souls an 
bodies of them that draw near with unbelief Therefore, many among yOu are 
ill and sleep in sickness, that is, many are dying unconfessed and unrepentant 
And furthermore, my brethren, I beseech you, and I say: no one that swears 
oaths, nor a perjurer, nor a liar, nor one that finds fault with others, nor 4 
fornicator, nor'an adulterer, nor one that practices homosexuality, nO! K 
thief, nor a drunkard, nor a blasphemer, nor one that envies his brother, nor 
a murderer, nor a sorcerer, nor a magician, nor a charmer, nor an encia > 
nor a robber, nor a Manichean”, shall, unconfessed and abia 
approach, touch, or draw near the dread Mysteries of Christ, for it is ten 
to fall into the hands of the Living God. For the Word of God is sharper tha 
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|| thoughts and hearts. See, therefor , my br wi nicl 
{| unrepentant, or unprepared, or unworthily, to ts 
most-pure Mysteries. For He Himself saith: I am He, and 
besides Me. I kill, and I make alive; neither is there ia 
of My hand. For I, Myself, am King forever: to Whom is due all glory, 
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honor, and worship: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


AS 
there is 
oe aw aS: 
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Spirit, | 
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*This was an ancient, dualist heresy, 


prominent in St. John’s time. 








any that can deliver out || 
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AMONG THE SAINTS JOHN CHRYS DAET 
JOHN CHRYSO 
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE T 


ON THE HOLY AND GREAT SUNDAY OF PASCHA 


If any m 
radiant Po If ie e and loves God, let him delight in this fair and 
the joy of his Lord. If E wise servant, let him enter with rejoicing into 
denarius. Afat. 20:9) If = d ai labored in fasting, let him now receive his 
receive his just recom z hy worked from the first hour, let him today 
thenkegivine hese apenas. any have come at the third hour, let him wil 
have no misgivin ; fi ap any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him 
until the ninth Ps i a > in no way be deprived. If any have tarried 
have arrived even at a raw near, doubting and fearing nothing. If any 
tardiness. For the ioi b eleventh hour, let him not be alarmed at his 
as the first. He gives rest Tig Jealous of his honor, will accept the last even 
unto him that has work ee him that comes at the eleventh hour, even as 
last, and gives satisfacti ed from the first hour. And he is merciful unto the 
other he bestows ón nto the first; and to one he gives, and upon the 
intention; and he honor = he both accepts the works and embraces the 
all of you into the jo e acts and praises the offering. Therefore, enter 
and likewise, the el ah TS and receive your reward, both the first, 
minded and you slothful h ou rich and poor together, make glad. You sober 
and you that have diste SA the day. Rejoice today, you that have fasted 
you. The calf is fatted: E ed the fast. The table is full; be satisfied, all of 
banquet of faith. Receive oo one go away hungry. All of you shall enjoy the 
his poverty, for the unive all of you, the riches of mercy. Let no one lament 
for his transgressions, fo ersal Kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep 
fear death, for the Savi t parron has shone forth from the grave. Let no oné 
extinguished it. Havin r s death has set us free. He that was held by it has 
embittered it when 1t : epee into Hades, He made Hades captive. He 
hand, cried out: “Had asted of His flesh. And Isaiah, receiving this before- 
: “Hades,” said he, “was embittered when it met Thee in the 
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lower regions. 
for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was 
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it was cast down. It was embittered, 


and met God face to face. It received earth, and met Heaven. It rec 
which was seen, and fell upon that which is unseen. O Death, where 


sting? O Hades, where is thy victory? Christ is 


Christ is risen, and the demons have 
rejoice. Christ is risen, and life lives. C 


remains in the grave. For Christ, rising 


fruits of them that have fallen asleep. 
the ages of ages. Amen. 
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for it was bound. It received a DOQY, | 






is 
risen, and thou art cast down. Jf 
fallen. Christ is risen, and the Angels |f 
hrist is risen, and not one of the dead |f 
from the dead, has become the first- 
To Him be glory and dominion, unto 
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PRAYER FOR THE BLESSING OF FLESHMEAT 
ON THE HOLY AND GREAT SUNDAY OF PASCHA 


Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever, and unto the ages 
of ages. 

Choir: Amen. Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death 
by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. (thrice) 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest says this Prayer 


O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, look down upon this fleshmeat, and 
sanctify it, as Thou didst sanctify the ram which the faithful Abraham 
brought unto Thee, and as the lamb which Able offered unto Thee as 4 
whole-offering; likewise also as the fatted calf which Thou didst command 
to be slain for Thy prodigal son when he returned again unto Thee, that as 
he was counted worthy to delight in Thy good things, so may we also delight 
in those things that are sanctified and blessed by Thee for the nourishment 
of us all. For Thou art the true Nourishment, and the Giver of good things, 
and unto Thee do we send up glory, together with Thy Father Who IS 
without beginning, and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now 
and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


PRAYER AT THE BLESSING OF C 
A g 
O Master, Lord our God, Author and Creator of all things: 


Thou the curdled milk and with this also the eggs, and preserve in Thy 
goodness, that, as we partake of them, we may be filled Weare ie 
ungrudgingly bestowed, and with Thine ineffable goodness. For Thine is rs | 
might, and Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, of the | 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the | 


ages of ages. Amen. 
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PRAYER AT THE BLESSING OF THE ARTOS 
ON THE HOLY SUNDAY OF PASCHA 





The Artos, that is, a bread prepared beforehand, upon which, according 


to custom, is “written” a Cross, is presented to the Priest in the Altar, after the 
Prayer Before the Ambon at the completion of the Divine Liturgy. The Deacon Says: 


Let us pray to the Lord 


And the Clergy sing 
Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest reads over it this Prayer 


O God All-powerful and Lord Almighty, Who by Thy servant Moses, 
at the Exodus of Israel from Egypt, and the liberation of Thy people from the 
bitter slavery of Pharaoh, didst command that a lamb be slain, prefiguring the 
Lamb Who, because of our deeds, of His own will, wast slain on the Cross, 
and tooketh away the sins of the whole world, Thy Beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Do Thou now, also, we humbly beseech Thee, look down upon 
this bread, and bless and sanctify it. For we Thy servants, in honor and glory, 
and in commemoration of the glorious Resurrection of Thy Son, our Lor 
Jesus Christ, by Whom, also, we have received freedom and release from the 
eternal slavery of the enemy and the indissoluble bonds of Hades, do now 
offer this before Thy majesty on this exceedingly bright, most-glorious = 
saving day of Pascha. And count worthy we who offer this, and they tha 
shall kiss it and taste of it, to become partakers of Thy heavenly blessing, r 
by Thy might drive away from us every sickness and infirmity, grant healt 
unto all. For Thou art the Fountain of blessings, and the Bestower y 
healings, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father Who 1s ma 
beginning, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, 
Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
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And immediately he sprinkles the Arte ith 
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This Artos is blessed and sanctified by the sprinkling o this Holy" 
Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spi a i 
Amen. (thrice) ae iL 
| | 

Then comes out and sets it on an Analogion; and the people, as they 

receive the Antidoron, kiss the Artos. 


pun 
After the people have venerated the (Icon placed on top of the) Artos, it is set 


on the Analogion either in the Altar or in the church itself. In many churches it 1s set 
on the Soleas before the Holy Doors. 












PRAYER AT THE FRACTURING OF THE ARTOS 
ON THE SATURDAY OF BRIGHT WEEK 


After the Divine Liturgy (of Bright Saturday), the Artos is carried. as is | 


customary, to the Refectory; and Christ is risen... is sung three times, with 
reverences. After Our Father... has been said. and the Table is blessed. as usual 
the Deacon says Let us pray to the Lord. and the Brethren respond: Lord, have 
mercy, the Priest says this Prayer over the Artos 


O Lord Jesus Christ our God, the Angelic Bread, the Bread of life 
eternal, Who camest down from Heaven, and hast nourished us on these 
bright days with the spiritual food of Thy divine benefits, for the sake of Thy 
saving Resurrection on the Third Day: Do Thou look down now also, we 
humbly beseech Thee, upon our prayers and thanksgivings; and as Thou 
didst bless the five loaves in the wilderness, do Thou bless now this bread, 
that all who taste of it may be counted worthy of bodily and spiritual health 
and blessing, through the grace and compassions of Thy love for mankind. 
For Thou art our sanctification, and unto Thee do we send up glory, 
together with Thy Father Who is without beginning, and Thy All-holy, 
Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Brethren: Amen. 


And having fractured the Artos. as is customary, he distributes to all pi y 
the meal. (And he may also fracture it at the Liturgy, after the Prayer Before 
Ambon, and distribute it to the faithful instead of the Antidoron.) 
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THE OFFICE OF HOLY PENTEC 
+ 


(THE KNEELING PRAYERS) 


Although the Great Book of Needs includes the entire Vespers Service in | 
Office of Holy Pentecost, only the “Kneeling Prayers” are here provided. 


A 


The Priest (or Deacon) exclaims: 


Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 
And the Choir sings: 


Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 


Then all of us kneel down and remain so while the Priest reads the prayer 
in the Altar, with a loud voice in the hearing of all. 


eee 


Although the older Service Books indicate that the ma x ei 
the Holy Table, customarily the Priest kncels 1 a aad prostrate to the ground; 
people. According to Church tradition, we S qe Second and Third Prayers, as 
neither is the head inclined. Everyone kneels for 


well. 
O Eee 


First Kneeling Prayer 


inni isible, Incomprehensible, 

filed, Beginningless, Invisible, | 

7 Mo oer Immeasurable, Gentle Lord; Who par 
inscrutable anes in light unapproachable, Who hast ma 


— immortal sea, and all that is created therein; Who grantest all 
heaven and e 















men their petition before they ask: We pray Thee, and we entreat 7 


Master and Lover of Mankind, the Father of our Lord and God and Saver 
Jesus Christ, Who for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven 
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and Mary, the Ever-Virgin and Most- 
glorious Theotokos; Who first did teach in words and afterwards did show 


by deeds also. When He had endured the saving Passion, He gavest us, Thy 
humble and sinful and unworthy servants, an example, whereby we should 
offer unto Thee prayers with the bending of the neck and the knees, both for 
our Own sins and for the ignorances of the people. Do Thou Thyself, O 
Greatly-merciful One, Who lovest mankind, hear us in that day when we 
shall call upon Thee, and especially on this day of Pentecost, on which, after 
the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into the heavens, and the sitting 
down at the right hand of Thee, the God and Father, He did send down the 
Holy Spirit upon His Holy Disciples and Apostles, Who also did rest upon 
each one of them, and they were all filled with His inexhaustible grace, and 
they spoke with other tongues of Thy majesty, and prophesied. Hearken now 
unto us, therefore, who are praying unto Thee, and remember us, humble 
and condemned, and turn again the captivity of our souls, exercising Thy 
tender mercies for us who are praying unto Thee. Accept us who fall down 
before Thee and cry, We have sinned, who have cleaved unto Thee from the 
womb, even from our mother’s loins. Thou art our God. But as our days 
have been spent in vanity, we have been stripped of Thy help, we have been 
deprived of every defense. But having boldness on account of Thy compas- 
SIONS, We Cry out: Remember not the sins and ignorances of our youth, an 
cleanse us from our secret Sins; and reject us not in time of old age. And 
when our strength fails, forsake us not. Before we return to the earth, count 
us worthy to turn again unto Thee, and attend unto us in favor and grace. 
Measure our transgressions according to Thy compassions, setting the depth 
of Thy compassions against the multitude of our iniquities. Look down from 
Thy holy heights, O Lord, upon thy people here present who await of Thee 
rich mercies. Visit us in Thy goodness; deliver us from the power of the 
devil. Make firm our lives by Thy holy and sacred laws. Entrust Thy people 
to a faithful Guardian Angel; gather all of us into Thy Kingdom, grant 
pardon unto them that hope in thee; forgive them and us our sins, pur ify us 









y the operation of Thy Holy pirit: da 


—_— 
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Master Almighty, Who hast enlightened | 
the day with the light of the sun, and hast illumined the night with flashes of 
fire; Who hast counted us worthy to pass through the length of the day, and 
to draw near to the beginning of the night: Hearken Thou unto our prayer 
and that of all Thy people, and having pardoned us of all our sins, both 
voluntary and involuntary, accept our evening supplications, and send down 
the multitude of Thy mercies and compassions upon Thine inheritance. Wall 
us in with Thy Holy Angels; arm us with the armor of Thy righteousness, | 
fence us round about with Thy truth; guard us with Thy power; deliver us 
from every oppression and every snare of the adversary, and grant us also | 
that the present evening, together with the coming night, and all the mino 
our life, may be perfect, holy, peaceful, sinless, without oe > 
and without fantasy, through the prayers of the Holy Theotokos, and o 
the Saints who, from the ages, have been well-pleasing unto Thee. 


Then he adds this Prayer also: 









And immediately the Priest (or Deacon) says: 


Help us, save us, have mercy On US, raise us up, and keep us, 
» > 


O God, by Thy grace. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


t blessed and 
ting our most holy, most pure, most ble 
ener Tei and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the 
eee us commend ourselves and each other, and all our 
aints, 


life unto Christ our God. 


Choir: To Thee, O Lord. 


The Priest says the Exclamation in a loud voice: 
e Pr 
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For Thine it is to have mercy on us and to save us, O Lord our Go 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


. And the Priest (or Deacon) says the Litaný of Supplication. After the 
Exclamation, the Priest (or Deacon) says: 


Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord. 


And the Choir sings: 
Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
And the Priest says the } rayer: 
Second Kneeling Prayer 


o Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who hast given Thy peace to men, 
and, being present still in this life, dost ever grant the gift of the Most-holy 
Spirit to the faithful, as an inheritance that cannot be taken away; and Who, 
most evidently, didst send down today this grace unto Thy Disciples and 
Apostles, and didst confirm their tongues with tongues of fire, through 
whom every race of man have received, through the hearing of the ear, the 
good news of God in their own tongues. We have been enlightened by the 
light of the Spirit; and we have been transformed from delusion as from 
darkness, and through the distribution of the perceptible tongues of fire, and 
the truly-wondrous operation of the same, we have been taught the faith that 
is in Thee, and we have been illumined so as to bless Thee, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, in one Godhead, and power, and authority. For Thou at 
the brightness of the Father, the express image of His essence and nature, 
unalterable and immovable, the Fountain of wisdom and grace. Open Thou 
also the lips of me, a sinner, and teach me how I ought to pray, and for what. 
For Thou knowest the great multitude of my sins, but Thine immeasur ably- 


and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the ¿nd 
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Thee; into the abyss of Thy mercy have I cast the desperation o 
Pilot Thou my life, O Calm Haven of the storm-tossed, Who orderest all || 
creation with Thy word and the ineffable power of Thy wisdom, and show || _ 
me the way wherein 1 should walk. Grant unto my reasoning, the Spirit of 
Thy wisdom, and give unto my foolishness, the Spirit of understanding. 
Overshadow my deeds with the Spirit of Thy fear, and renew a right Spirit 
in my inmost parts. And with Thy Governing Spirit, establish my faltering 
mind, that being guided every day by Thy Good Spirit toward that which is 
useful, I may be counted worthy to keep Thy commandments, and always to 
call to remembrance Thy glorious coming-again, and the strict searching out 
of our deeds. And, despise me not, lest I be deceived by the corrupting sweet 
things of this world, but strengthen me rather to yearn for the receiving of 
the treasures of that which is to come. For Thou hast said, O Master, that, 
whatsoever one may ask in Thy Name, he shall freely receive from Thine 
Eternal God and Father. Therefore, I, also, a sinner, at the descent of Thy 
Holy Spirit, do supplicate Thy goodness: Do Thou grant me whatsoever I 
have asked which is unto salvation. Yea, O Lord, for Thou art the Rich 
Giver and Good Bestower of every benefit, Who grantest, most-abundantly, 
that which we ask. Thou art compassionate and merciful, Who, without sin, 
didst become a Partaker of our flesh; and unto them that bend their knees 
before Thee, Thou art He that bendest down out of love and compassion, 
and didst become the purification of our sins. Grant, therefore, O Lord, Thy 
compassions unto Thy people; hearken unto us from Thy holy EAE 
sanctify us by the power of Thy saving right hand; cover us with the = ter 
of Thy wings; despise not the work of Thy hands. Against Thee alone o we 
sin, but Thee alone do we also serve; we know not how to worship a strange 
god, neither do we stretch forth our hands to another god, O Maser 
For : ‘niquities. and accept our prayers with the bending of our knees; 
give our iniquities, : r ble 
extend unto all of us the hand of assistance; and receive, as accepta > 
incense, the prayer of all of us being offered up before Thy most-goo 
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Kingdom. 


Then he adds this Prayer also: 










O Lord, Lord, Who deliverest us from every arrow that flies. 
| Do Thou deliver us also from everything that walks about in the darkness | 






Then Vouchsafe, O Lord... After this, 
l i 7 ib 


d 






Accept the lifting up of our hands as an evening sacrifice. And us | Í Í it us pe 

. count us | Again and again, on bended knees, let us pray to the Lord 
worthy to pass, without reproach, the course of the night untempted by evil Bir 
things. Deliver us from every disturbance and dread that comes unto us from And the Choir sings: 4 
















the devil. Grant compunction unto our souls, and unto our thoughts care 


concerning the strict searching out at Thy dread and righteous judgment. Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
Nail our flesh to the fear of Thee, and mortify our earthly members, that 
even in the quietude of sleep we may be illumined by the contemplation of And the Priest says the Prayer: 


Thy judgments. And banish from us every unseemly fantasy and harmful lust. 
And raise us up at the time of prayers, confirmed in the Faith, and progress- 
ing in Thy commandments. 


Third Kneeling Prayer 


O Christ our God, Ever-flowing, Living and Illuminating Fountain, 
Creating Power, Coeternal with the Father, Who hast, most-excellently, 
fulfilled the whole dispensation for the salvation of mankind; Who didst burst | 
the indestructible bonds of death and hast torn apart the bolts of Hades, and 
hast trampled underfoot the multitude of evil spirits; Who didst offer Thyself | 
for us, as an unblemished victim, and gavest Thy Most-pure Body as a 
sacrifice, untouched and inviolate by any sin, and, through that dread and 
indescribable priestly act hast bestowed upon us eternal life; Who, having 
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and descended into Hades, and smashed the ancient bars, didst show Pe the 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the ta unto them that sat in parres bae aac ame 
Saints, let us comm 1] our wisdom, didst entice also the author of evil, the arag 

yt amid cat | with chains of gloom didst bind him in Tartarus, and in the unquenchable 


life unto Christ our God a | 
od. fire, and didst confine him in utter darkness by Thine immeasurable might. 
ather, Who didst manifest Thyself as a 


And immediately the Priest (or Deacon) says 


Help us, save us, have mercy on us, raise us up, and keep us, 
O God, by Thy grace. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 





Choir: To Thee. O Lord O Greatly-glorified Wisdom of the F 
great Helper of them that are oppressed, and didst —_— 2 re pret 
; e 
And the Priest says th | darkness and in the shadow of death, Thou Lord of e™ : 

ys the Exclamation, prayerfully. Beloved Son of the Father Most-high, Light everlasting e- uue EE 

Through the favor and goodness of Thine Only-begotten Son, with O Sun of Righteousness: Hearken unto E that os pastos = sane Aiie 

Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving unto the souls of Thy servants, our fat e wie sch, and all Thine own 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto th f ? 7 asleep before us, and our other kinsmen after rin nren 
> e ages ol ages. | who are in the Faith, of whom we now make memorial, for » 0 

Choir: Po dominion over all, and in Thy hand Thou holdest all the ends oa” 

| Almighty Master, God of the fathers, and Lord of mercies, an 
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race of mortals and immortals, and of every nature of man, of at wh 
brought together and again put asunder, of life and of the end of life, o 


sojourning here and of translation there; Who dost measure out the years of || 


life and set the times of death; Who bringest down to Hades and raisest 
Who bindest in infirmity and releasest unto power; Who dis za 
things according to need, and orderest those to come as is expedient; Who 
makest glad with the hope of resurrection them that are smitten with the 
sting of death. Do Thou Thyself, then, O Master of all, God our Savior, the 
Hope of all the ends of the earth and of them that be far off upon the sea, 
Who, on this last and great and saving day of the feast of Pentecost, didst 
show forth for us the mystery of the Holy Trinity, Consubstantial and 
Coeternal, Undivided and Unmingled, and didst pour out the descent and 
presence of Thy Holy and Lifegiving Spirit in the form of fiery tongues, upon 
Thy Holy Apostles, appointing them to be the Evangelists of our pious Faith, 
and showing them forth to be confessors and preachers of the true theology; 
Who also on this all-perfect and saving feast, dost deign to receive, 
therefore, prayers of purification for them that are bound in Hades, and 
grantest unto us the great hope that respite and comfort will be sent down 
from Thee unto them that are bound from the filth that binds them. Hearken 
unto us, also, Thy humble servants who pray, and give rest unto the souls of 
Thy servants who have fallen asleep before us, in a place of light, in a place 
of green grass, in a place of refreshment, whence all sickness, sorrow, 4" 
sighing have fled away; and do Thou place their souls in the tabernacles of 
the righteous, and count them worthy of peace and respite. For the dea 
praise Thee not, O Lord, neither do they that are in Hades dare to bring 
confession unto Thee; but we, the living, bless Thee and entreat Thee, and 
offer unto Thee propitiatory prayers and sacrifices for their souls. 


Then he adds this Prayer also: 


O Great God, Who art Eternal and Holy, and lovest mankind, Who 
hast counted us worthy, also, to stand before Thine unapproachable glory 5 
this hour, that we may hymn and praise Thy wonders: Do Thou cleanse us, 
Thine unworthy servants, and grant grace that with contrite heart an 
without presumption, we may offer unto Thee the Thrice-holy doxology an 










grantest unto us. Remember, O Lord, our infirmi 
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our transgressions, but show great mercy because of our humilit 
fleeing from the darkness of sins, we may walk in the day ight of righteous 
ness, and, having been clothed with the armor of light, we may persevere 
unassailed by any snare of the evil one, that with boldness we may glorify Ii 
Thee in all things, the only True God and Lover of Mankind. For surely and 
truly a great mystery is Thine, O Master and Creator of all, both in the 
temporary dissolution of Thy creatures, and, thereafter, their restoration and 
eternal rest. We confess Thy grace in all things, in our coming into this 
world, and our departure, our hopes of resurrection and life incorruptible, 
pledged beforehand, through Thine unfailing promise, which we shall receive 
hereafter at Thy Second Coming. For Thou art both the Author of our 
resurrection and the impartial Judge, Who lovest mankind, of them that have 
lived, and the Master and Lord of recompense, Who, through Thine extreme 
condescension, didst partake, equally with us, of flesh and blood, and of our 
undeniable passions, when Thou didst willingly submit to temptation, 
accepting this out loving kindness and compassion, and wherein Thou 
Thyself, being tempted, hast suffered, becoming for us who are tempted, F 
Helper which Thou Thyself hast promised to be; and therefore Thou hast 

us with Thyself unto Thy passionlessness. Accept, therefore, O Ta pa 
prayers and supplications, and give rest unto all the fathers and mothers, 


children, and brothers and sisters of each of us, and to any a = = 
kindred and of our people, and to every soul that has fallen asleep betore 1 
; it their souls and their 


‘on unto life eternal. Commi 
the hope of the resurrectio Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the 


names in the Book of Life, in the bosom of 
land of the living, in the Kingdom of Heaven, in a Paradise of hor 
leading all, by Thy radiant Angels, in Thy holy abode, raising up als ass 
Thee b dies in the day which Thou hast appointed, according to Thy 
ee i e, O Lord, no death for Thy 


ili i herefor 
holy and unfailing promise. There 1s, t 
ees ee ek forth from the body and come unto Thee, ment 
but a change from things most-sorrowful unto things most-beneticial an 


j inned against Thee, 

t and joy. And though we have sinn 
bei pde eden for no one is pure of defilement before 
Thee, Hc his life be but for one day, except Thou alone, our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, Who didst reveal Thyself sinless on the earth, through A or 
| hope to receive mercy and the forgiveness of sins. Do Thou, therefore 
us and for them, as Thou art a Good God and the Lover of Mankind, ose 


remit, and forgive our falls into sin, whether voluntary or involuntary, those |] 
done in knowledge or in ignorance, whether they be manifest or unnoticed, | 


those of deed, those of thought, those in word, and those of all our habits 
and movements. And give freedom and respite unto them that have been 
taken from us, and bless us who are here present, granting a good peaceful 
end unto us and also unto all Thy people; and open unto us Thy tender 


mercies and Thy love for mankind at Thy dread and fearful Second Coming, 
and make us worthy of Thy Kingdom. 


Then he adds this Prayer also: 


O Great and Most-high God, Who alone hast immortality, Who 
dwellest in light unapproachable, Who hast fashioned all creation in wisdom, 
Who hast divided the light from the darkness, and hast set the sun to rule the 
day, and the moon and stars to rule the night, Who hast counted us sinners 
worthy at this present hour to come before Thy presence with praises, and 
to offer unto Thee our evening service: Do Thou Thyself, O Lord, the Lover 
of Mankind, direct our prayer as incense before Thee, and accept it for an 
odor of sweet fragrance, and grant that our present evening and coming 
night be peaceful. Clothe us with the armor of light. Deliver us from the fear 
of night, and from everything that walks about in darkness. And grant that 
the sleep that Thou hast given for the repose of our infirmity may be a 
from every fantasy of the devil. Yea, O Master of all and Bestower of g00 
things, may we, moved to compunction upon our beds, remember Thy bee 
holy Name in the night. And, enlightened by the instruction of Thy com f 
mandments, may we rise up in joyfulness of soul unto the glorification © 
Thy goodness, offering prayers and supplications unto Thy deep comper 
for our own sins and those of all Thy people. And Do Thou visit them, 
through the prayers of the Most-holy Theotokos. 


And immediately the Priest (or Deacon) says: 
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O God, by Thy grace. — 
Sy 


For Thou art the repose of our souls and bodies, and see bsp 
we send up glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Then the Priest (or 









EN 








=> 


Lord, have mercy. eo 
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Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most bless dand || 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, with all the | 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our | 
life unto Christ our God. 








To Thee, O Lord. 





The Priest says the Exclamation in a loud voice: 


Amen. 
Deacon) says the Evening Litany. And the rest of the 


Office of Holy Pentecost, in order. 
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62. 


PRAYER AT THE PARTAKING OF GRAPES 
ON THE SIXTH DAY OF AUGUST 


Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 


Bless, O Lord, this new fruit of the vine, which, through the | 


wholesomeness of the air, and through showers of rain and temperate 
weather, Thou art well-pleased should attain to ripeness at this time. May 
our partaking of this birth of the vine be for gladness, and for the offering of 
a gift unto Thee for the cleansing of sins, through the sacred and holy Body 
of Thy Christ, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with Thy Most-holy, 
Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


And let it be known that this Prayer is said over grapes, where there are 
vineyards, and these are brought into the church for a blessing on this sixth day of 
August. But here in great Russia, where vineyards are not found, apples are 
brought this day into the church, and the prayer for them that offer first-fruits 15 
said, ofwhich the beginning is O Master, Lord our God.... And likewise for other 


fruits; let each be brought in their season to the church for a blessing, and then let 
the Prayer be said over them 


A EEE eee 


In modem times, when fresh fruits may be obtained at any season, a mea 
of fruits should still be brought for a blessing on August 6. Likewise, for those W 


grow their own fruits, some should be brought to the church for a blessing when they 
are ripe for harvest. 
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PRAYER FOR THEM THAT OFFER FI 






Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 


O Master, Lord our God, Who commandest everyone to bring ¢ san 
offering Thine own of Thine own, and grantest unto them in poro E 
eternal good things; Who didst favorably accept the offering o : a 
which was according to her ability: Do Thou now also accept ae 
offered by Thy servant, N. (Thy servants, NN.), and pei wins pi wie 
lay up the same in Thine eternal treasury. And grant unto 7 pr ies ae ttl 
abundant [harvest] of Thy worldly good things, together wit peo 
are profitable unto him (her, them). For blessed is ne here seals 
is Thy Kingdom: of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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64, 


| PRAYER FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF 
ANY FRAGRANT HERBAGE 


lid: Although this Prayer may be said at any season, according to pious custom 
it ts said on the Feast of the Dormition (August 15), in which case it is said at the end 
of the Divine Liturgy after the Prayer Before the Ambon. In such cases, the full 
beginning is omitted. 


ll 


Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And he reads this Prayer: 


O Lord God Almighty, Who fillest all things according to Thy word, 
and Who didst command the earth to bring forth every fruit in its season and 
to give it unto man for gladness and for life: Do Thou Thyself, O All-good 
Master, bless and sanctify by Thy Holy Spirit, this seed and diverse herbage 
brought into this holy temple; and cleanse from every defilement these, Thy 
servants taking this herbage and seed, and fill their homes with every good 
fragrance, that these may become, for all that preserve them with faith, and 
cense with it, preservation and deliverance from every increase of enemies, 
and for the banishment of every illusion which comes from the action of the 
devil, whether by day or by night, as well as for the blessing of souls and 
bodies for Thy faithful people, and for the blessing of their cattle, houses and 
other places. For all that take this herbage, let them receive for themselves 
protection of souls and bodies, and may the healing mystery of Thy grace be 
for our salvation. And in whatsoever place it may be put, or wherever it may 
be used, let it be received for a blessing; and may Thy right hand shelter it, 
driving away every adverse power from thence, to the glory of Thy most- 
holy, majestic and worshiped Name: to Whom is due all glory, honor and 
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| ages of ages. Amen. * 
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Then he sprinkles them with Holy Water, saying: 
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These herbs (and/or flowers; and/or seeds) are sanctified by the grace a 
of the Most-holy Spirit, through the sprinkling of this Holy Water, in the |f Zz 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (thrice) || 




















And then the Dismissal. 





65. 


THE ORDER FOR BLESSING KOLIVA 


(THIS IS KUTIYA, OR BOILED WHEAT, MIXED WITH HONEY 
AND DECORATED WITH VARIOUS SWEET FRUITS, 
AND BROUGHT TO THE CHURCH 
IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF FEASTS 
OF THE LORD OR OF SAINTS OF GOD) 


Having brought the Koliva into the Church, if it be at Vespers: After St 
Simeon's Prayer: the Trisagion. Afier Our Father...: Troparion of the Feast. 
Glory...now and ever...Theotokion (in the Tone of the Troparion, if a Feast of a 
Saint (or Saints)); if it be at Liturgy: After the Prayer Before the Ambon, the 
Troparion and Kontakion of the [Feast]. 


The Deacon, having censed the Koliva, says: 


Let us pray to the Lord. 


ee A L 


If a Bishop serves, then the Protodeacon replaces the Deacon. 


SEES E E E 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


The Priest, standing over the Koliva, says this Prayer: 


O Lord, Who hast perfected all things through Thy Word, and hast 
commanded the earth to bring forth all manner of fruit for our enjoyment and 
food; Who through that which is sown hast made the Three Children and 
Daniel fairer than the Babylonians who lived in luxury: Do Thou Thyself, O 
All-gracious King, bless also this grain and various fruits, and sanctify them 
that will partake of them, for they have been offered by Thy servants to Thy 
glory (if it be a Feast of a Saint (or Saints): and in honor of Saint, N. (or Saints, 
NN.)), and as a memorial to them that have departed this life in devout faith. 
Grant, O Good One, unto them that have decorated these and keep this 



















Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, 
Saints): and of Saint, N. (or Saints, NN.), whose men pert: - 
of all Thy Saints. For it is Thou Who blessest and sanctifiest all things, Y our — 
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: to th Father, togethe 
God, and unto Thee do we send up glory: to the eternal , togethe 
with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving 


Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And if it be at Vespers: 


Deacon: Wisdom. 


Choir: Father (or Master (if a Bishop serves)), bless. 


And the Priest (or Bishop) Says: 

d ever, and 
He that is, Christ our God, is blessed, always, now an 
unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 


And the rest, to the Dismissal. E 
e 
the Choir sings Blessed be the Name O 


d at all times.../0 the end. And, 


ase 
the Priest (or Bishop) makes the customary Dismissa 


But if it be at Liturgy, © ig 
Lord (thrice), and Psalm 33, I will bless the 
distributing the Antidoron, 
of the Liturgy. 
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66. 


THE ORDER FOR PERFORMING A CROSS-PROCESSION, 
(CALLED A LITYA') 


WHEN IT BE THE PATRONAL FEAST OF THE CHURCH, 
OR WHEN THERE BE A FESTIVAL AT THE FOUNDING 
OF A CITY, TOWN OR HOLY MONASTERY 


nen 


"This term, as commonly understood today, usually refers to the Procession 
to the Narthex which occurs during the Great Vespers of All-night Vigils. Sometimes 
it signifies a short commemoration of the Departed. The Great Book of Needs also 
contains a special Service of Prayer and Supplication called “Litya” which is a 
remnant of an ancient rite in which, during times of crisis in the great city of 
Constantinople, a great Cross-Procession would take place outside the city. This full 

Litya” is rarely done in modern times. However, what follows is the Order of the 
Cross-Procession itself (with rubrics) and forms the pattern for general Cross- 
Processions. It should be noted that certain Feasts, such as the Feast of the 
Annunciation, specifically call for this “Litya”, and various Offices, such as that for 
the Consecration of a Church. call for such Cross-Processions. 


eee sl (ee 


T The Litya will be according to the following order: At the conclusion of the 
Divine Liturgy and after the Prayer Before the Ambon, the Candlebearers and 
Fanbearers coming first, together with the Cross and the Church Banners, exit 
from the church; behind them come the Choir singing the Troparion of the church 
or feast; and the Deacons, together with the Priests carrying Cross, Gospel and the 
Icon(s) of the church or feast, exit from the Altar. And they all go around the 
church three times, making four “oppositions ”: directly opposite the Altar, before 


the western doors, and from the northern and southern sides, always looking to the 
east. 


AA A OE Se A T 


The people follow after the Clergy. One of the Deacons carries the container 
with Holy Water and a Sprinkler (an Aspergillus or branch of basil). If there be no 
Deacon, the Priest says the Litanies and an Altar Server holds the Holy Water and 
Sprinkler. The First Priest carries the Cross, and if there be other Priests, they carry 


A 






>| the Gospel and Icon(s). If there not be enc 
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| the Deacon carries the Gospel wry wer Ico 
no Deacon and only one Priest (as 1s case, cortaln Of eS 
designated by the Priest, carry the Gospel and the Icon(s). Only a man, ł pa 
carry the Gospel. The Gospel and Icon(s) are held in specially-prepared cloths. de 
Rubric indicates that the three-fold circuit of bs: | 
the four sides in the following manner. Exiting the 
-Procession turns south and p 
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The plain sense of the 
church encompasses stopping al “ 
western doors of the church, the Cross 
the church to the eastern side, i.e., the side opposite the Altar. The Cay bag 
Choir stop at the eastem side, facing east. The fist pra to the western side, i.e. 
place. Then the Cross-Procession, in proper pa Ls “trance of the church. The 
opposite the western doors of the church—the traditio cast. The second 


ide, facing 
Clergy, Servers and Choir stop at the western side, . 
Reading ye etc., take place. (One circuit of the church has been accomplished. 


ide of the 
ore eeds to the northern side of t 
Then the Cross-Procetsion am a tie at side, facing east. The third 


church. The Clergy, Servers and Choir stop a : on. in proper order, 
Gospel Reading, Lili! etc., take place. Then ies re st á > ocession, In p : 
proceeds to the southern side of Ha ie ape: 
accomplished as the Procession passes the W ‘de. facing east. The fourth 


The Clergy, Servers and Choir st s 
Gospel Reading, Litany, etc., take cti ae e 
third circuit around the church and ente 


Dismissal. 
si tar), the Deacon says- 
At the first stop (lit., “opposition” - i.e., opposite the Altar) 
ol 
d that we may be accounted worthy to listen to the Holy 
tha | 
dl let us pray to the Lord God. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
oir: ; 
i Gospel. 
wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel 
Deacon: i 
Priest: Peace be unto all. 
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And to your spirit. 


Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint || 
Matthew. | 


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
Deacon: Let us attend. 


The Priest reads the Gospel: 


The Gospel according to Matthew (Pericope 1 16—Matthew 28:16-20) 


At its conclusion: 


Choir: Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 


Then the Deacon says the Litany: 


Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice, after each petition) 


Again we pray for our Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or 
Archbishop] (N.); and for all our brethren in Christ. 


Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil 
authorities, and for the armed forces. 


Again we pray for all our brethren, and for all Orthodox 
Christians. 


And the Priest says the Exclamation: 





Thee do we send up glory: to the F 
| Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages 
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Choir: Amen. 


Then the Priest [dips the Sprinkler in the] Holy ber T he a 4 ii 
east, holding the Cross in his left hand and the Sprinkler (i.e., Aspergillus 


branch of basil) in his right; and sprinkling, he says: 


O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. 


Choir: Amen. 


And turning to the west, and sprinkling, he says: 
‘sit it with Thy mercy. 
O God, save this holy temple, and visit it with Thy 
Choir: Amen. 
inkling, he says- 
Then, turning to the north, and sprinkling, “¢ 50) 


y ance. 
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Choir: Amen. 
he south, and sprinkling, he says: 


And turning to! ee 
g. save this city forties ee living in 
o his holy monastery), an f ages. 
e poe and ever, and unto the ages © 
it, always, 


Choir: Aman 
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church or the feast; and, standing 
the singing, the Deacon says: 
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church. singing the Troparion 
before the western doors, at the cone 


Then, they go further around the 
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And that we may be accounted worthy to listen to the Holy | 
Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 

Deacon: Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 

Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark. 
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. | 
Deacon: 


Choir: 


Choir: 


Let us attend. 


The Priest reads the Gospel: 


The Gospel according to Mark (Pericope 7/—Mark 16:9-20) 


Át its conclusion: 


Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 


Then the Deacon says the Litany: 


Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 


Lord, have mercy. (thrice, after each petition) 
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in we pray for our Metre bki A 
ishop] (N.); and for all our b thre 


Again we pray for the President of our country, tor A ii 
authorities, and for the armed forces. | 
Again we pray that this city (or this town, or this village; a 
ifa monastery, this holy monastery), a ae J 
or village; or, if a monastery, mon Hs T 

reserved from famine, pestilence, e se mi a 
i d. the invasion of aliens, and civi ; megs" 
per God may be gracious and favora ; pete 
ps pa the wrath stirred up against us, ger p 
hoe His ghee anger which hangs over us, 


H 
mercy on us. 
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And the Priest says the Exclamation: 


f the 
i e of all the ends O 

oa our ple be merciful, 

s: for Thou art a mer : 

we send up glory: to te 
and unto the 


Hearken unto us, O G 
earth and of them that be far ae e mete aes 
Master, regarding our sins, and ha Thee do we sen 
God, and the Lover of Mankind, and meer irit, now and ever, 
Father and to the Son, and to the Holy spi 
ages of ages. » with Holy Water, 


i.e., to the eas 
Then the Priest sprinkles first the church (i.e 


8 ine inheritance. 
O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine 
00, 


Amen. 


ing to the west, and sprinkling, 


Choir: ieee 
And turn -<it it with Thy mercy. 
e this holy temple, and vis 


O God, sav 









Then, turning to the north, and aga E 
sprinkling, he says: 


O God, save Th 
b y people, and bless Thine inheri 
20 rs Thine inheritance. 


s y: 


O God, save this ci 
< this city (or thi 

monastery, . IS town, or thi Ñ l ) 

it. ne oe holy monastery), and all ee or, if a 

» NOW and ever, and unto the ages of - “a 


Choir: Amen 
Then, the 
y go furthe 
r around the church to the south side, singing the 


Tropari 
on of the chur 
‘ ch 
conclusion of the sing; or the feast; and, wh 
Singing, the Deacon says: en they stand at that place, at the 


And that we 
may be account 
Gospel, let us pray to the ee =e to listen to the Holy 


Choir: 
Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 
Deacon: 3 
À Wisdom. L 
—— . Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Peace be unto all. 
Choir: 
And to your Spirit. 
Priest: 
The Readin 
cading from th : 
(or Saint John, as ha according to Saint Luke 
Choir: 


Gl 
ory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
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Let us attend. 
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The Priest reads the GOPAN be "7% 
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The Gospel according to Luke (Pericope 112—Luke 24:1-12) 






or 

























The Gospel according to John (Pericope 14—John 5:1-14) 


At its conclusion: 


Choir: Glory to Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 


Then the Deacon says the Litany: 
| 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
we pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice, after each petition) 


Metropolitan (N.); for our Bishop [or 


Again we pray for our 
r brethren in Christ. 


Archbishop] (N-); and for all ou 
Again we pray for the President of our country, for all civil 
authorities, and for the armed forces. 

for this city (or this town; or this village; or, 
this holy monastery), for mercy, life, peace, 
i d visitation fo e 
tors of this holy temple, and for all the inh 
(or this town; or llage; or, if a monastery, t 


monastery). 


Again we pray 
r the builders and 
abitants of this city 
his holy 







Again we pray for all rth 
un our brethren, and for all 


And the Priest says the Exclamation 


For Thou art a merciful God, and the Lover of Mankind, and unto 


Thee do we send up glory: to the Father. and to the Son, and to the Holy | 


Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages 


Choir: Amen 


Then, he sprinkles, looking to the east. and saying 


O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. 


Choir: Amen. 


And turning to the west. and sprinkling, he says 


O God, save this holy temple, and visit it with Thy mercy. 


Choir: Amen. 


Then, turning to the north, and sprinkling, he says: 


O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. 


Choir: Amen. 


And turning to the south, and sprinkling, he says: 


O God, save this city (or this town; or this village; or, ifa 
monastery, this holy monastery), and all Thy people living 1” 
it, always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 


Choir: Amen. 
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And that we may be accounted worthy to liste nite 
Gospel, let us pray to the Lord God. TIN 


Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) 

Deacon: Wisdom. Let us attend. Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
Priest: Peace be unto all. 

Choir: And to your spirit. 

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Deacon: Let us attend. 


The Priest reads the Gospel: 


The Gospel according to John (Pericope 16—John 5:24-30) 


At its conclusion: 


Thee, O our God, glory to Thee. 


Choir: Glory to 
Then the Deacon says the Litany: 
Have mercy on US, O God, according to Thy great goodness, 
a pray Thee, hearken and have mercy. 
. (thrice, after each petition) 
i Lord, have mercy. (1 
Choir: 

















Again we pray for the repose of the souls of the serv i 
benefactors, and founders of this holy temple, and for 
Orthodox Christians who here and everywhere lie asleep in 
the Lord, and that they may be pardoned all their sins, both 
voluntary and involuntary 





| 
That the Lord God will establish their souls where the just 


repose. 


The mercies of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
remission of their sins, let us ask of Christ, the immortal King 


and God. 
Choir: Grant it, O Lord 
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 
Choir: Lord, have mercy. 


And the Priest says this Prayer secretly: 


O God of spirits, and of all flesh, Who hast trampled down death by 
death, and overthrown the devil, and given life to Thy world: Do Thou, 
Thyself, O Lord, give rest to the souls of Thy departed servants, NN., in 4 
place of brightness, in a place of repose, where all sickness, sorrow T 
sighing have fled away. Pardon every transgression which they hav 
committed, whether by word or deed or thought. For Thou art a good a 
and the Lover of Mankind; because there is no man that lives yet does E 
sin; for Thou only art without sin; Thy righteousness is to all eternity, 22 
Thy word is truth. 
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For Thou art the ] = the Life, 
| servants, NN., who are fallen asleep, Christ our God, and u 
send up glory, together with Thy Father Who is w thout beginr 1g, £ 
Most-holy, Good, and Lifegiving Spirit, now and ever, and 
ages. 
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Choir: Amen. 
Then the Priest says: 


Give rest eternal in blessed falling-asleep, O Lord, unto Thine ever- | 
memorable servants, and make their memory to be eternal. 


And the Choir sings: 


Memory eternal. (thrice) 


Then, returning into the church, the Choir sings: 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord, henceforth, and forever- 
more. (thrice) 


And there is the full Dismissal. 
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CONCERNING DISMISSALS 


Most of the time. the conclusion of an Office, Prayer, Order, etc.. a 
“Dismissal” is called for without any other designation. Unless otherwise specified, 
this means the Little Dismissal according to the following form: 


Priest: Glory to Thee, O Christ God, our Hope, glory to Thee. 

Choir: Glory...now and ever... Lord. have mercy (thrice)...Father, 
Bless. 

Priest: May Christ our True God, through the prayers of His Most- 
pure Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us and 
save us, as He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 
DISMISSALS—DAYS OF THE WEEK 

SUNDAYS: 


May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 
Prayers of His Most-pure Mother: of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable 
Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church); of Saint, N. (of the day), whom We 
commemorate today; of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim 
and Anna; and of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He 15 
good and the Lover of Mankind. 


MONDAYS: 


May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Mot 
Mother; by the protection of the honorable bodiless powers of Heaven, y 
the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church) de 
Saint, N. (of the day), whom we commemorate today, of the holy a 


|| righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim ar 
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mercy On us and save us, for He is good and the Love 
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May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure = 


Mother; of the honorable and glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; | 
of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church); | 
of Saint, N. (of the day), whom we commemorate today; of the holy and 
righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the Saints: have 
mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. l 


WEDNESDAYS: 


May Christ our true God, through the prayers of == Put 
Mother; by the power of the precious and lifegiving ee pa 
glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church); A oe a 
(of the day), whom we commemorate today; of the bos righ ps 
Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the Saints: av cy 
us and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


THURSDAYS: 


he prayers of His Most-pure 

he Pe e ot o of our Father 

pao hae = Ac the Wonderworker, Archbishop of ee 

ice 7 S int N. (of the church); of Saint, N. (of the day), = co 

eae today: of the holy and righteous Ancestors of wipe ow 
nd. of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, 


good and the Lover of Mankind. 
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May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure | 
Mother, by the power of the precious and lifegiving Cross; of the holy, | 


glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church), of Saint, N. 
(of the day), whom we commemorate today; of the holy and righteous 
Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna: and of all the Saints: have mercy on 
us and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind 


SATURDAYS: 


May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure 
Mother, of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of the holy, glorious 
and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and Godbearing Fathers; of 
Saint, N. (of the church), of Saint, N. (of the day), whom we commemorate 
today; of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and 


of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover 
of Mankind. 


DISMISSALS—FESTAL CYCLE 


THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS: 


May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure 
Mother, of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the 
church), of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and 


of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover 
of Mankind. 


THE EXALTATION (ELEVATION) OF THE CROSS: 
May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pur* 


Mother, by the power of the precious and lifegiving Cross; of the holy, 
glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the church); of the holy 
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have mercy on us and save us, for He is good anc the 
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May Christ our true God, through the prayers of His fost-pure 
Mother, of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N (of the | 
church), of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and || 
of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover |f 


of Mankind. 


| 
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THE ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS: 


hrough the prayers of His Most-pure 
-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of the 
f God, Joachim and Anna, and 
for He is good and the Lover 


May Christ our true God, t 
Mother; of the holy, glorious, and all 
church), of the holy and righteous Ancestors O 
of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, 
of Mankind. 


THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST: 


Mav He Who was born in a cavern and lay in a e EE 2 
Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us an ; 


and the Lover of Mankind. 


THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST: 


eighth day deigned 
rue God, through t 
ercy on us an 


to be circumcised in the flesh 
he prayers of His Most-pure 


May He Who on the 
d save us, for He is good 


for our salvation, Christ our t 
Mother, and of all the Saints, have m 


and the Lover of Mankind. 








THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST: 


May He Who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our 
salvation, Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure 
Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us and save us, for He is good 


and the Lover of Mankind 


THE MEETING OF CHRIST: 


May He Who deigned to be carried in the arms of the righteous 
Simeon for our salvation, Christ our true God, through the prayers of His 
Most-pure Mother, and of all the Saints. have mercy on us and save us, for 
He is good and the Lover of Mankind 


THE TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST: 


May He Who was transfigured in glory before His Disciples on 
Mount Tabor for our salvation, Christ our true God. through the prayers of 
His Most-pure Mother. and of all the Saints, have mercy on us and save us, 
for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS: 


May Christ our true God. through the prayers of His Most-pure 
Mother, of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles; of Saint, N. (of ye 
church), of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; an 


of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lovet 
of Mankind. 


DISMISSALS—LENTEN CYCLE 


PALM SUNDAY: 


May He Who deigned to sit on the foal of an ass for our sae 
Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure Mother, an 
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|| all the Saints, have mercy on 
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| HOLY MONDAY through HOLY WEDNESDAY. 0 
> 7 E! Ae | i 
May the Lord Who is going to His voluntary Passion for our f _ 


salvation, Christ our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure ú : 
Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us and save us, for He is good i 
and the Lover of Mankind. 


HOLY THURSDAY: j 


May He Who showed us the most excellent way of humility when He 
washed His Disciples’ feet and condescended even to the Cross and burial 
because of His exceeding goodness, Christ our true God, through the 
prayers of His Most-pure Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us 
and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


HOLY FRIDAY: 


May He Who endured fearful sufferings, the e — caes 
voluntary burial in the flesh, on behalf ofus men and for T S a i 
our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure = > re bbws: 
Saints, have mercy on us and save us, for He is good an 


Mankind. 





HOLY SATURDAY: 


t our true God, through the prayers of His Most-pure 
and all-laudable Apostles; of the holy, glorious 

i ictorious Martyrs, of our venerable and Godbearing meo al 
and right-vic he church); of Saint, N. (of the day), whom we comment : 
B W ly and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and ras an 
oiy o de mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover 
O e : 


of Mankind. 


May Chris 
Mother: of the holy, glorious, 

















DISMISSALS—PASCHAL CYCLE 


HOLY PASCHA and BRIGHT WEEK: 


May Christ, Who rose from the dead, trampled down death by death, 
and upon those in the tombs bestowed life, our true God, through the 
prayers of His Most-pure Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us 
and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


THE ASCENSION: 


May He Who in glory ascended from us into Heaven and sat at the 
right hand of God the Father, Christ our true God, through the prayers of 
His Most-pure Mother, and of all the Saints, have mercy on us and save us, 
for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


HOLY PENTECOST: 


May He Who sent the Most-holy Spirit from Heaven upon His holy 
Disciples and Apostles in the form of fiery tongues, Christ our true God, 
through the prayers of His Most-pure Mother, and of all the Saints, have 
mercy on us and save us, for He is good and the Lover of Mankind. 


de Glory be to God for all things. $ 
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